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PREFACE 1634349 


Many factors enter into the making of a Church history, but the 
greatest factor in the building of the White Pole Meeting House was the 
experience pioneer John McNeel had with Gods His great deliverance, 
simcerity and strength caused him to carry out a pledge to God. 

It may be that in old Seotland the McNeels were Presbyterians and 
after suffering severe hardships came to the new world and as some one 
has said, "Took toe the Methodist preaching." Martha Davis, of Wales, 
had been imspired by the Methodist. The Bible had become her guide enc 
she brought it with her for life guidamce into the new lands as a 
source of strength and comfort in her new home. With John McNeell , she 
became @ forceful cornerstome in the establishment of Methodism in the 
Meeting House on Mount Tabor close to their wildermess cabin. 

The Kimnisons, of English background, all, at first, followed the 
Methodist way. The Hillsboro group of the Beard Family came largely 
from Renick"s valley where they were Methodist. Here, they married 
with the Poages, who were staunch Presbyterians. The Hills and the 
Burnsides, among the first families, like wise were Methodist. The 
first Callisons came as Quakerse They invited the Methodist ministers 
to preach in their homes and for years have held the Methodist beliefs: 
Hardesty in his encyclopedia gives four families as the original pr o~ 
prietors of the village of Hillsboro as folicts: John Hill, Davis Poage 
Nathaniel Kinnison and James Lewiss Of these only the Poages were 
Presbyterianse 

The early Methodis were not entangled by ecclesiasticism as were 
the other early Churches of the frontier and for that reason they coulc 
follow the settlers into the Westerm Wildermess. So in West Virginia 


today mearly fifty per cent of all Church membership is Methodi st. Ir 


- 


ot 


1758 there were only eight known Methodist in America, but in thirty- 
eight years they could be found from Maine to Florida and rest to the 
Mississippi river. In twenty years, or by 1788, the membership of the 
Greenbrier Circuit of the Methodist Epi scopal Church in Western Virgin 
ig was 215 and at Academy fifteeme I am afraid we have not continued 
with the energy and foresight of our forebearerse 

This history has been made by the people of the Little Levels cor 
munity and by the many devout ministers of the Gospel that have been 
semt here to guide them, 

Permission has beem given by various authors of late date for 
quotations given in this history and I have tried to give credit where 
duee However, some information has been absorbed by the author from 
many sources over the years until it is impossible to give the exact 
source of some descripti onse 

fhe autor is deeply indebted to Miss Martha Beard for her help in 
typing and arranging of materials and to the following: 

1. Gilbert Morrison for Church records of Wesley Chapel. 

2. Rosa V. Oliver, librarian, Marshall University, Hunnington, W. 

3e Charles E. Butler, Librarian, West Virginia University, 

Morgantown, West Virginias 

4. Rev, Lawrence Sherwood, Oakland, Maryland. 

5. Miss R. Dice Smith, Hillsboro, West Virginia 

6. Dre Douglas McNeill, retired History Professor of Davis and 

Elkins College living at Buckeye, West Virginia 

7 Dr. Hemry R. High of Charleston, West Virginia for printing 

the illustrations. 

8. Reve Lee Bowman of Franklin, West Virginia for help in mimeo— 


graphing. 


JO. Numerous others for bits of information and adviceée 
Frank A. Johnson 
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THS VHITZ POLE MESTING MOUSE 
DE he, aR 1s ieie 4? he gf. CHAPTER UT 
‘LOCATION OF THE "WHITE POLE MEETING HOUSE". 


| In the mystic ages of the past the mountains were made by God's 
Word. Goa smoothed out some ae AD in what ve know today as the Alle- 


pheny mowntein The Great Levels were s0 made in the region of Frank. 


‘fort and Lewisburg in Greenbrier County, West Virginia. The same action 


ook place, ey en a smaller scale, vhich produced that is called the 


| Little Levels in Pocahontas County, West Virginia, Through both regions 


: 
' flows the Creenuridr river. It was named by Colonel John Lewis, who had 


| 


een grievously entangled by the tines of such a brier in this territory. 


#1, “Through the Liitie Levels section flow three creeks into the 
‘Greenbrier rivers Stephen Hole Run flows out of a cave which vas for a 
short time in 1751- 1752 the home of Stephen Sewell, for thom it is 
paned, one of the first eeiere of what is now Pocahontas County, West 
Virginio; Stamping Creek, so named for the stamping of the thundering 
herds at their watering places; Locust Creek named for the great number 
of locust trees that stood around the head and banks of this stream. 
Hill's oar? in the Lobelia section near the homestead of our’ Pioneer 
Richard Hill, ai sappears iiaee the mountain and it is believed that it 
finally emerges from the base of Droop mountain 15 Toon st Creek. | It was 
to this region that the wandering stens of our Church forefathers were 
directed Rett unerring Providence. ‘i 


On John Lewis! and his son Andrew's. preliminary trip through here 
in 1751, they met Jacob Marlin, for .vhom Marlinton is named, and Stephen 


Sewell, afore mentioned, in what is now thé town of Narlintons (*2,3- 


~ #1. Rose We Pry, "Recollections of. ‘the ReVe Jolin NeELhenhy,D, D”, 


(Richnond, 1893) po. “107-108. 
.2¢ William Price, "History of Pocahontas County, Ve st Virginia", 


ervinton: 1901) ‘pp. 105-107. es " 


6 
They had come to make surveys for the Greenbrier Land Company of the one 
hundred thousand acres that had been granted that corporation. *1. They 
located lands for Noses h.oore on ago Creek and James Burnside on the 
Greenbrier river im 1751-1752, and perhans some for themselvese *2. No 
more surveys vere made near the Little Levels until 1769 or latere *2. 

A young man had been picked by our God to fufill a great plan for 
His Church here. . In the Cumberland Valley, a preacher, Robert Straw 
bridge, brings for the first time the }.ethodist preaching to that 
regione *3- We do not know what attendance was given it by the young 
man, Johty McNeill, who had just recently come from his home on the 
Cacapon river in Frederick County, west of Winchester, Viet aie He was 
a youth of twenty years, strong and quick tempered. “tn an altercaseae 
that took place near what is now Cumberland, bay dae eee he intended 
to start for himself a new home, he thought he had killed his antagonist, | 
so he fled in terror for refuge to the Allegheny es *4, Cross- 
ing peak after peak, over valleys and through fey eeiseetine upon roots, 
game and fish, he finally came to the site of the Little Levels about 
1765. *5. With John MeNeel began the Be ies. of the white Pole Meeting-— 
House; which: must have been the first Church ever erected vest of the 
Allegheny mountains. *6,7. | 

‘Here he felt a sense.of security hemmed in on every side vith moun— 

tain ranges. It looked to him as though Caanan was stretched out in the 
heights of the well watered Alleghenies covered at that time with a 
great forest of oaks, maples, chestnuts and poplarse Buildin a barlk 

*1,. Virgil A. Lewis, "Uistory and Government of West Virginia", 
(New York, LO 22) Death Oe yu ewes 
. ae llenry S. Green, "Bienniel eport of the Denartment of Archives 
and History of est Virginia", (Charleston, 1914) p.2l. 

oe Janes E, Armstrong, "History of the Old Baltimore Conference" 
(Baltimore, 1907) p.e70. .-. 

4, H.H.-Hardesty, "hardesty's Historical and Geprgraphical Encyclo- 
pedia" "Special History of the Virginias" Maps and Histories of Green- 
ty Gaede ee and Monroe Counties, West Virginia" (New York, 1883) 


| 5. William Price, "History of Pocahontas County" ( ‘arlinton,1901)p. 
(a6. Be Hardesty,. p. 365. .*7. Fry, pa7ls 


== 


COLONEL JOUN WNEEL eal 
Was one of the earliest pioneers in the wilds of West Augusta 
and the first actual settler on the Little Levels, now in Pocahontas 
county. He was born near Winchester, Virginia, but early in 
life went to the Cumberland valley, in Maryland. Here, soon 
after his settlement, he had an altercation With a young man 
which resulted in a hand-to-hand fight, and Mr. MeNeel, believing 
that he had killed his antagonist, fled to the wilderness, and after 
some time spent in wandering amid the wild solitudes of the Alle- 
| vhanies, he came upon what has ever since been known as the 
| Little Levels. It was a beautiful little valley, hemmed in on all 
| sides by lofty mountain ranges, and here the wanderer and, as he 
supposed, fugitive from justice, decided to make his future home. 
Here he reared his lonely cabin. This was about the year 1765, 
| two years after the destruction of the Muddy Creek settlement in 


| Greenbrier, and four years before Col. John Stuart came to the 
site of old Fort Union. 


A short time after Mr. McNeel had occupied his cabin he was 
out hunting; greatly to his surprise, he met Charles and James 
Kennison, two white men, who were searching for a suitable site 


to foundahome. From them he learned that the man whom he 


_ supposed he had killed, had not died and in fact had not been se- 


riously injured. To him, this was joyful news, for the thought of 
having caused the death of a fellow-man was the most dreadful to 
contemplate. The Kennisons accompanied him to his lonely re- 
treat, and with him asa guide soon found lands upes which they 


_resolved to settle, then all three returned east of the mountains to 
_make preparations for their removal into the wilderness. 


During their stay in the valley Mr. McNeel wooed and won 
the heart and hand of a lady named Martha Davis. She was 
born in Wales in 1743, and at an early date had accompanied her 
parents to Virginia. Nowshe prepared to go to the wilderness and 
share the toils and hardships of a pioneer home. The man to 
whom she had given the best affections of her heart was worthy 

of the trust. All things were gotten ready, the journey made and 
the final home was reached. A few acres of land were cleared, 
and then, Mr. McNeel remembered his duty to his God, and with 
his own hands reared a small log cabin in which his neighbors and 
himself might worship Him who heareth the ravens when they 
‘ery, and who watcheth over the wanderer in the wilderness or 

|the mariner upon the ocean. This temple dedicated by its 
builder to the worship of the Builder of the Universe was called 
the White Pole Church, and was, in all probability, the first ever 
erected west of the Alleghany mountains. 

At length Dunmore’s war broke out, and Mr. McNeel, to- 


gether with his neighbors, the Kennisons, repaired to Camp Union, | 
enlisted and accompanied General Lewis to Point Pleasant, | 
where they participated in the bloody battle of October 10, 1774. 


During their absence a child of Mr. MeNeel died, and the mother, 


heroine as she was, constructed a rade coffin, dug a narrow grave, | 


and with her own hands laid the infant away to rest. — 


Trismis al piotostatic copy «Olea partsotepace 


365 of Hardesty's Encyclopedia. 


lean-to against.a low knoll oni the south side, opposite what now is the 
|MeNeel Cemetery, (Called.a "camp" by Minnie Wallace in "History of the 
Hillsboro Community" p.14) he began to live’ a precarious existance as a 


fugitive from justices. We knov not of his dreams of the futuree Guilt 


son his conscience made him very humble and cautious. 
i 


| Again God moved, and tro brothers, Charles and Jacob Kinnison, *1,2. 


also of the Cacapon valley having heard of the good lands from a dement- 


ied neighbor(*3,) decided upon am exploration of the wilds of the western 


wilderness. So exploring, they. came unon John McNeel as he vas hunting 


|game. *4, He was quickly recognized and hailed. For him there was no 


ie 


jescape, but the news was good. His antagonist vas not dead. The vounds 


jhad not even been serious; therefore, John McNeel vas a free man and he 


‘could return without fear to his old ‘home, 

What joy! What relief! Now good God had been! I can almost see 
him embracing his friends in his mew found peace. For awhile they 
‘shared his lean-to and assisted him in building a cabine He, in turn, 
| persuaded them of the good: land and helped them locate favorable home 
“sitese 

Then the three made a. journey back’ to the Cacapon valley for the 
‘expressed purpose of preparing to establish permanent homes west of the 
‘mountains. There John met:a young Welsh girl-by the name of Mertha 
‘Davis, She was of sturdy stock, ‘religious, just and goode *5.. \Lartha 


had been born in Jales January 28, 1742-at about eight o'clock in the 


‘ 


morning. She was the daughter of Thomas and Anne Davise *62 She had 

“#1, William Price, ety ay 

2. Mary Isetta Wallace, "History of Hillsboro Corimunli ty" pikGa 

3e William Price, pe 149. 

4 wallace, Pe 14. Fos : at ae 7 " 

He Villian Price, Pe Pats “oe 

6. 014 Welsh Bible ovned. by Miss Mary ritatab ene aige eet ee Va.. 
(fly leaf) “This Bible is very old and has bound within its covers the 
Four Gospels and the book of Psalmse It does not have any of the 
Writings of the apostle Paul or the other general epistles. 


4. 


brought rith her’to this country her Welsh Bible from the region vhere. ; 
the hethodist, Charles vesley and Howell Harri‘s,: had preached. the. Gospel 
to thousands of: her: countrymen. : nm UP i ag. Sagime ys 

. John bcNeel likely attended "meeting" with this. devout. young woman, 
and she being convinced of his sincerity and trustrorthiness accepted 
his. suit: and.determined.to face life with him in West, Augustase: After 
the wedding she accompanied him to this trackless. vilderness.'+ facing 
privation and lack of comforts:'in the little cabin, to walk. during the. 


day in apprehension.of the Indians and at night-time. to rest with him by 


the fireside hearing the densions of the wild send out their blood cur~ fie 


dling cries as,:they ‘sought their prey. She remembered God and His Word. 


and so carried to her new home in the, Little Levels her Bible to add to — |/q, 


her spiritual well-being. A decendent tells that she also, brought a .. |} 
tow tiek from her: old Virginia home for their physical comfort. 


Charles -‘Kinfhison was. successful in wooing. - ‘He won his bride, 


Miss Martha Day, *vhose mother had sometime previously been killed by an Wi 


Indian: raiding party. *1. At the same time Martha had been captured: but 
was rescued by her brother, John, accomnanied in the rescue by twenty... 
pioneer neighbors who foVI owed the Indiams. *2. As a bride Martha,: too, 
came to the Little Levels with Charles the same year, : 

Jacob Kinnison married and established his home east of the present | 
town of Hillsboro, on:the farn later owned by the late Nathaniel | 
Kinnison. (It is now: owned by Clarence Beard, Forest Beard, MYrse -. 
Snowden Rose, Gay Pyles and others.) The Kinnisons continued to labor .. 
and neighbor with John MicNeel until each was contented in his cabin ane 


had sufficient land cleared to ‘raise crops to supptinent the supply” ae 


e 


*1,. William Pricey p. 150, 


26 Fs By Uk bles ahah of ited Pe inline Frontier" SRrenatiess 1088) | 
John Day! s acecountic try : 


ee i o> a 


Se 


* game and fish so plentiful in this region, . 
Ml With the settling of these pioneers began the history of Methodism 
jin the Little Levels,.. For John.NcNeel, soon after his home was estab— 


' |Lished, in thanksgiving for his wonderful deliverance, built a cabin (As 


‘|the historian, Hardesty, says,) "in Which his meighbors and he might 
worship-Him who heareth the ravens when they cry, and who vatcheth over 
|the wanderor in the wilderness, or the mariner upon Auti) rcatt *1, rie 
ae The site chosen for this house of worship was the sentinel-like, 
Yi summit of a steep knoll above his cabin,(in yhat is now the }.cNeel soem 
- ) tery) and from it could be seen to, the north, the south, the east and 
ithe west the beautiful. Levels and the surrounding mountains, This hiil 
}was named "Mount Tabor" indicating 'a place of pilgrimage,' and ‘the 
“| scene of transfiguration'., "Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in Thy 
jneme." (Psalms 89:12) , , | 
Ye know not the exact date, but. upon iit. Tabor John \eNeel built 
‘with his own hands a structure which came to be known as As "white Pole 
Meeting Houses" This was , in all probability, to house the oldest con- 
tinuing Methodist congregation west of the Allegheny mountains. Of 
course, this Church -- as a building -- does not stand today: Bae in 


truth, a Church is not just.a building --, but its people. That Church 


| still stands. .It has never fallen by the wayside. Since before the 

| Revolutionary Yar, it has. been continually on the battle front syd seeds 

sim and wickedness. "The LONJ*s portion is His people. " (Deuteronomy 

32:9) *2. hriteelt ., av int 
It has been said :that our Church‘s claim to being the oldest in the 


trans-Allegheny territory.-is based upon "tradition". "Tradition" 


/ | *1,. H,. He. Hardesty, Hardesty's Historical ‘and Geographical "ncyclope— 
dia" "Special Histories of the Virginias” "Maps and Histories of Green- 
brier, Pocahontas and Monroe Counties, West Virginia"(New York,1883) p.365. 


) 1. FE oe 


‘ 2. King James’ Version of the:Holy Bibles «i 


6. 


actually means “information passed om from generation to gence caby 
word of mouth" and can or cannot be based upon fact. Since the knorl-=- 
edge that we have concerning John \MeNeel's building of the white Pole 
Meeting llouse soon after settling in the Little Levels has been passed 
on from generation to generation of decendents who occupy the homestead 
of their pioneer ancestor, it would seem that that information might be 
accepted as factual -- especially, as there has never been any substan 
tial modification of it. Hardesty records it as factual in his history. 
Vritten resorae also state that "soon after his ( John) return to the 
Levels" or "after clearing a FEW acres of ground"(*1,2,) John McNeel 
built a cabin for the worship of God." Certainly those statements in- 
dicate that only a short time lapsed after the establishing of his home 
| before he. demonstrated his gratitude to God for delivering him,from the 
“terrible thought that he had taken the life of one of his: fellowmen, 
TOO, it is. most likely that iy of John MoNeel*s spiritual stamina > 
would, in haste, express by work, as well as. by words of praise, 
his thanks for God! s safe Ree pane of-his wife, his son and his home in 
the wilds of neclern Virginia.*3, Perhaps, the very fact that he named 
his first. son, TA bre nent was an indication of his religious cravings, 
for as Abraham he had gone out not knowing whither he went; as Abreham 
he had been led erie good land; and a's Abraham he builded an altar, 

. The. most convincing evidence of the early presence of the ‘Nhite 
Pole heeting House is bead upon am occurance that took place during 
the service of son NeNecl in Lord Dunmore's Var, Hearing the call of 
Hee Corimonwealth to protect the frontier from Bee depredations, he, 


‘along’ with si 1iee Clendenning, Joseph Day, George Clendenting, and 


*1,. Hardestyy De 365. ja 
2e James Ee Armstrong, History of the Old MR tared ent eysdeas 
(Baltimore, 1907) pv. 70 
8. Oid Welsh Bible (Date of sons birth and other data. This is on 
the fly leaf.) 


The grave cover of the baby boy of 
John and Martha McNeel. Buried by 
mother back of White Pole Meeting 
House in October, 1774, while John 
was at Point Pleasant 


These tombstones of John and Martha 
McNeel are beside the baby boy's 
stone above. The baby's stone is 
between John's and their oldest son, 
Abraham's artistically carved stone 
(SGe™ lefty. "Martha ’s™ ra the tarce 
right stone with cover. 


TOMBSTONE OF 
ABRAHAM McNEEL 


In the vacant place back Pyare erH Omnia eg Le 
of this tombstone is the ™ F erica ri; PIBLAM JORD ANE. 
gate, oo asthe White Pole ape } & ryt fe p 
Meeting House. a ESPON i di Ree © fe 

‘aa G. St STZ = 


ALM Yeo 


TOMBSTONES OF JOHN & MIRIAM JORDAN 


These stones mark the graves and 
the site of the Mill Run Church. 
This is in the midst of an acre of 
land given by John and Miriam fer 


Ghiuneh. 


teers in the Botetourt Regiment: and marched to Point Pleasant where 


battle raged on ., October LO. L774, .*1, Qe 43 During thi Ss. absence of her 


vened and died. . She, vith her own hands prepared the body for burial, 
| 


doubt the White. Pole Meeting House was then standing, for buriel in 


any mother. would carry, her baby for burial.to such a lonely knoll, 


seven though beautiful, unless: she could find :spiritual solace theres 


i 


| 
Meeting House stood. . The late Mirs.. Lydia Sydenstricker told. me of 


‘that of John McNeel's grave in. page of illustrations.) -: 


iwas built before the Act of Toleration in 1785. *4,5. It is ah old or 
| inadequate building when the deed was made te the. Methodist. Episcopal 
‘Courch by John and Martha McNeel in 1799.6. For the deed insists: upon 
the building of a-new,Churcl.e *6.. If it had not, been built until 1790 
‘neither mihgt have been true. There are several interpretations: that 
could be given Bishop Yhatcoat's account in his Journal of the “exhort— 


ations to N. C." in Little Levels in 1790.,*7.. One is that the letters 


*1. Virgil As Levis, "History.and, Government of Vest Virginia" 
(New York, 1922). 


3. Hardesty, ped65 
19 33) 


Epi scopal Church by John and Martha MeNeel im 1799. The original deed 
is in the Methodist Historial at West Virginia Wesleyan College, ~: 


G. Richard \hatcoat, “Journal of" August - 1; 1769-1790 


‘Charles Kinnison enlisted in John Stewart" s ‘Company of Greenbrier Volun— 


husband, Martha Davis MeNeel gave birth toa son which soon sick—. 
dug a grave on Mount Tabor’ and there buried her child. *3, -. Without 


Church yards was the custom of the day. And it is;hard to believe that: 


Many have seen this little grave just back of-where the White Pole: ©: 
being shown the: grave. ,(Please see the. photograph of this grave. beside 


The fact that it is called a "Meeting House" would indicate that it 


4. Charles H. Ambler, "Vest Virginia, The Mountain State" (Nex York, 


5. Lewis, “Wistory and Government of Vest Virginia” (New York, 2922) 
6.. Deed: for. land. containing Mt» Tabor Church. given to the Methodist 


Te 


2. Lewis, "History of the Battle. of Point Plea sant"( Charleston, 1909) 


"NY" and "CO" in Whatecoat short hand may mean a new "class" or as the 
Reverend Lawrence Sherwood suggests a,"Negro Class" as there were ser- 
vants who were Methodist.  Whatcoat would not likely be exhorting to 

a New Chapel, but to a group of people. The deed of 1799 iis the first 
deed to the Methodist Episcopal Church. Yet we know of a Methodist org 
anization at least as early as 1787. . 

| It is believed si some that Wiliam Phoebus established pr geen gee in| 
the White Pole Church at otis the timetraveled this mountain region 
vith Edward Keenan who gave the lot and helped build "Old Rehoboth", Tt 
“Wa S while traveling over Peter's mountain in company with Phoebe that 
Edward Keenan was converted. ¥1ly2e ! 

Bennett says im his hi story that local preacher mainly establi shed 
Methodism in Botetourt and GrRenbyst ex Counties. «3, 4. When John Smith, 
ae first minister assigned by the Baltimore Conference to this section; 
w2s in ae speaking of "nev ground" (*5) fe likely referred to new loca. 
places, for alpeady Jacob Cook (*6) had been preaching for several year sy 
Tk is quite likely that Valentine Cook, Jrs (*7) began his mini stry dur. - 
img the stay of Jchn tae on this Circuit. If Jacob Cook preaghed at 
the white Pole Meeting HONS oy his mip sky came sometime between 1782 
end 1787 as aie that of Phoebus. The other Local preachers (*8) of Old 
eliebeittt acta d have preached here and were of course Msee in the OL ge De 


a aa 


“aeation of thiis charge in 1787, *O~ 


sy i ‘ ‘ pee 
3 re : 
a: - ; oo 4 rm oc 


*I. James Ey Armstrong, "Hi story of the Old Baltimore Candis see" 
(Baltimore,: 1907). . * Gof eae as 
2. Rev. Lawrence Shervoodt s Letters v Frank Ae- Tohnson.” 
ree ei Arm stromg,- ps2%2e ays Ue | e- 
4. Armstrong, Quote from Bennett pe 336. | i noah ibe act % 
50 Johm Smith, "Journal of 1786-1788" pay 2b eek ee 
6. Armstrong, p71. 
-%. "Minutes:of. the Gemeral Conference and the: BS MEL ODS, Conf eronce 
of ‘the Methadi st Episcopal Church”. A AIDS eAB ERD ts | 
ths Bs Armstrong,. Pots : : re ne a Cae 
9. Sherwood, "Letters" | weet ‘Acasa ae ig = 


' oe aia e aa ye it of tae 


ee 


__ The soldiers returned but not to remain. The struggle between 
‘the Mother Country and her American Colonies was rapidly vere: 
ing to acrisis, and they at once crossed the mountains and joined: 
the patriot army, in which they served until they saw the thirteen’ 
feeble colonies of 1776 the recognized nation of 1783. 
If the traveler who visits the beautiful little mountain town of 
Hillsboro, will stroll a mile and a half to the north of that village} 
he will reach a beautiful cemetery in which repose many of the| 
ae of Pocahontas county. ‘There sleep John McNeel and 
uls Wife, Charles and Edward Kennison and their wives, and sev-; 
eral other heroes of Point Pleasant and patriots of the Revolution. 
No historian has inscribed their names high upon the pillar of 
fame, but their memory lives where they would have wished it to 
live—in the hearts of those who dwell among the mountains, 
where they themselves first planted the banner of civilization. 


The gravestone of John McNeel, age 80 years. 


It is said that shop Asbury,the great apostle of Methodism, 
was the first minister who visited the Little Levels, and that as 
early as 1789 he preached in the little “White Pole Church,” 
erected by John McNeel, as elsewhere mentioned. The tradition | 
is doubtless true, for it is substantiated by general records of the | 
church. It appears that the first organization was perfected here 
in the last named year, and at the time the members composing 
the church were John McNeel, Martha McNeel, James Lewis and | 
wife, Alexander Wadell and wife, Charles Kennison, Jacob Ken- 
nison, Mrs. James Brinnell, John Switzer and wife, Richard Hill, 
Nancy Hill, and Abraham McNeel and wile. 

Hillsboro, the only village in the district, is situated on the’ 
Little Levels, 34 miles northeast of Lewisburg, and 17 miles. 
southwest of Ifuntersville, the countyseat. It was laid out in 
1843, by Joseph Brown, a Presbyterian minister and school 
teacher. The original proprietors were John Hill, Davis Poage, 
Nathaniel Kennison aad James Lewis. 


Photostats of part of page 369 of Hardesty's, 
containing the record of membership of church. 


Se 


CHAPTER II 


THE CIRCUIT RIDER, JOHN SMITH AND BISHOP. ASBURY 


Now begins our story of the Methodist Circuit riders who came here. 


‘Paul Neff Garber, in his book, "The Methodist Meeting House" says, "The 


circuit riders were pioneers, Yhey did not wait until cities were 


1 


founded to proclaim their message; they went searching for souls on 


ory frontier," Again he says, "\hen Bishop Asbury saw people almost 


foodless, shelterless clothless, toiling along on foot or horseback a— 


cross the Allegheny mountains, he wrote in his Journal, mre must send 


‘preachers. after these people." Keeping uD with the frontier became an 


obsessions": Stephen A. Douglas once declared that the Nethodi st preach 


er With his saddle bags carried civi; ization paroueh oot the veste 

Until 1737 this region was missionary territory or was under the 
directorate of the Bedford Circuit, but in that Sense yee Cease Confer-. 
-ence divided it into the Bedford and the Greenbrier Circuitss The 
General Minutes gives Greenbrier's total membership as one hundred, *1. 
The: oldest documentary record that we have names John Smith es the first 
rider appointed to the Greenbrier Circuite He was assigned by the 
-General Conference which convened July 3, 1737. 


It was on Sentember 19, 1787, that he arrived in the pea Levels 


for the first time, having core here from Anthony! s Creek. He stayed 


all:nightiat the home of James Callison (a Quaker) vhere he boreached the 
next.-evening, ..He then rode thirty miles to Boggs! at the mouth of 
-Spring Creck where he. preached and stayed that night. Xe It was on 
October 17, 1787, that he first came to John McNeels ee he preached 


and remained ;two dayse*3. ,At no time does he tell us about the NeNeels 


*1. Minutes, "General Conference and Baltimore ponte renee: oF the 


Methodist Episcopal Church™ (1783-18480) 1787. ° 
2."Journal of John Smith 1786-1788." pe 21. 


Se Smith, Pre Sl. a“ : 


» 


10. 


themselwes or of the church in which services were held. This was not 
unusal, for early official records very often, instead of listing the 
name of the church, gave the mame of the frontiersmam in whose home 
services were first held. However, he did continue to come regularly £0) 
their ‘place for services when the weather permitted him to do S0e 
His various visits at hcNeel"s and vacinity are mentioned as 
follows in his Journal: an Ot OF 
| Ned. 17 (October, 1787) ‘Pode about 30 niles over.hills and 
mountains from Anthonys Creek to the Little Levels - —- rthoda 4 ; 
ny “Thurse 18 Preached at Jolin McNeals there was many attended 
Povertl were affected and I hove my labor was not in vain. pel aw ll 
i (It seems that he came directly to meNeel's this time for he 
preached at James Callison"'s om Friday 19th) *1l. 
"Phe 1617 (Nove) Preached in the Little Levels. *2. 
“Med April 2 (1788) Rode about 30 Miles over Mountains about dusk | 
Se to the Greenbrier River but cou'd not cross Lodg'd at Ce. Hamilton.’ 
Tare (April) Swam our horses crost the river and rode. up to the 
Latele Levels to A rich poor man's. He had great possessions of land 
cad stock yet appears to have nothings ‘hen we got there they had a 
cick cow in the house with therm which made it appear as if I hed got ins | 
ive a cow pen. My Magter ‘had to lay.down amongst beast and should 14 
vhink hard.’ Lord help me‘to bear all things. to thy Glory -.—— 
"Meat Ane ny 6’ Preached at Clendenin'.s Fort Many attended and I 
heliere tue spirit was im the Vord and reached many hearts from thence 
rode 30 miles Down agaim Lodgts at Vatt(s - -- (Probably at the mouth of 
| Spring Creek) Ha, | 


are eae . 


ie "in July met with Mr. Asbury and traveled with him through my 


—*Johin Smith, Journal of (17868-1788) pe 31 
2Smith , Peo doe * j 
De Smith, berry 52k ' 
4, ” wo 536 


ll. 


circuit." *1. (It is of interest to know that Bishop Asbury is said to 
le | 
have, during his Episcopate, traveled 227,000 miles, preached 1600 


| sermons, ordained 4000 ministers and sat as president. of 224 Annual 


| Conferences. ) 


a) John Smith yas a man of weak constitution (x2) but usually treveled 
thirty or forty miles a day.‘on horseback, Ot Speak WAR. ching two har’ 
“three time se : iy | 

At a Conference held: at Rehoboth on the sth and 6th of July, 1778, 
at a Quarterly Meeting, Bishop Asbury ordained our pastor, Johm Smith, @ 
| Deacon. Thus he became the first Methodist preacher to be ordained vest 

of the Allegheny mountains. *3, He says of this, "The 5 & 6 days of | 
July we held Qe Meeting in the Sinks of the Greenbrier where I was 
Ordained Deacon Of that God may make me faithful to my trust. From, 


a 


'thenee on the 6th I set out: for Philadelphia." *4, J soy 


On the visit to McNeel's on July 1788 ne was accompanied by Ba shop 
Asbury, William Pioébus and Valentine Meness ieee *5, William Phoebws 
beeame a ove Doctor of Medicine in Nev York and Valentine Cook, drs; 
cust in the beginning of his careers was to becone one of the. greatest, 


preachers of his day. Reve John Smith in sey" Jounal never:mentians r>-- 


Te ht hy oag 
| “eeiving any. Ee BON Gees Yet it seems as anol gh he may haye nod 


a, very: fruitful hinistry. At the ‘eld de! of. the bia eee Neer fifteen 


' mers of ‘the, vhite Pole ‘Ciur eb and a total membership | on Mabed Greon— 


ene, et eee ae 
brier iCRroust of 215. *6y Te... cfe. 408k) tae: pte 


ia | . 
Sel yaa 


‘On- Tuesday July Gy oe Bi shop Francis Asbury. in his Journal SAYS: 


|" "Reached: McNeel"s, on the Little Level's where the whole Settlonent came 
et ee John, Smith" s is De 0) Sea 

2. Abel Stevens, History , of American Methodism‘ bite, York, )pel47. 

3e Lawrence Sherwood, "John Smith’, Pioneer” Circuit ge 

4. Smith. p. 55, 

5."Bi shop Francis Asbury Journal" Cay 1468) 

G. Hardesty, De 36%. 

7. Minutes "General Conference and Baltimore Comference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church" (1783-1848) 


1d, 


together, with whom I found freedom on Matts 1132680. Our Brother . 


Phoebus had to answer questions propounded to him till evenings *1l. 
The Table Grace sung by Asbury was? | tO ceepee 


"Be present at our table, Lord, sat 
Be here and everywhere adored, eg 

Be here to bless and grant that re i i] 
‘May feast in Paradise with Thee," *2. | 


The organization of this Church was likely perfected at this time or 


earlier because of the question period conducted by the Reve Wil Tier | 
Phoebus. The membership of the"White Pole Church" on this the first 
Vi sit of Asbury according to the church records weres John McNeel, ce 
Martha MeNeel, James Lewis, and wife, Alexander Wadell and wife, Charles | 
and Jacob Kinnison, Mrs. James Brinnell, John Switzer and wife, Richerd 
Hill, Nancy Hill, and Abraham MecNeel and wifes *3. . ) 7 | 
Martha MeNeel(*4,5,6,) was. the wife of. John NeNeel -both chancer | 
James Lewis was among the pioneers, and his land joined that of Tana | 
McNeel. #7 8.9% Alexander Wadell was a settler of an Shai date ee 
vicinity of Marvin Chapel. He thought that the Little Levels was 50 
level and glady", His wife was a Miss-.Rousse. *10,. Charles Kinni son's 


wife, Martha Day, may have ‘beem dead at. this time. *l1l1. We do not lxnow | 
z ; : ee oe 53 tee 


vnuy thing concerning Jacob Kinnison's wife. Richard Hill is the Lavelis | 


pioneer, and his wife, "Nancy" was the, second living daughter of John 


‘eNeel and Martha. *123,13,14,15,16. 


*1. Bishop Asbury Journal (1788) *13%. Genologies of MeNeel Family. — 


Za Armstrong, pel33. . ’ : 24, William Pricey pe 116—122, | 
3. Hardesty, PeBh96 18. Alexcuder §, Withers, "Chrong] 
4, Armstrong, peFs.-  ° 4 of. Border Warfare" (Cinn., 

Se William Price p.el37, 142-143, 1912) ps 293, © 

6. Old. Welsh Bible (Fly leaf) . 16, Old Welsh cee pre leaf) 
7 Christie Lewis’ Wall: ee, We | 
Se 1 a | 


9. Deed made by ee Nartha MeNeel for Mount, rabor Church Lot. 

10, William Price, pe479. | © 

Al. Genologies of the fohn Ween Family in the- possession | of Mrse 
Edwin Bruffey, Beard, Vest Virginia... 

12. Genologies of the Richard ‘Hill Family in the possvesion of the 
family of the late Guy Kinni son, 


GREENBRIER CIRCUIT....ITS FIRST YEAR: 1787-88 
A reconstruction of the Circuit Plan om the Greenbrier Circuit of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church as it probably apyeared at the end of its 
first year. Only regular preaching places iin present West Virginia 
included. Made from the manuscript "Journal of John Smith." 
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‘Abraham McNeel was the oldest son of Johm and Martha McNeel and their 
first child. *1,2. His wife was ied iacilae Lamb. *1,2. 


For one month, (necemters 1787) Rev. Jeremiah Maston of the Holston 


‘Cireuit traded with John Smith and served as pastor of: this'Charge, *3, 


The Reverend John Kerr Fleming in his "History of Oak Grove Presby-~ 


teriam Church", Hillsboro, West Virginia, says, "There'is ample reason 


to believe that the Methodist Work is the oldest religious work in the: 


Little Levels section," *4, The FReverend John McCue started vork in :..” 


(this region for the Presbyterians and had previously organized the 01d 


‘Stone Church in Lewisburg,’ West Virginia. *5..- The first documentary re-- 


ference to the Little Levels Presbyterian Church i's in Vol. 1. "Minutes 
of the Lexington Presbytery", October 21, 1788, and contains ‘the order 


in the action of Presbytery: "Mr. John McCue is appointed to preach’ one 


| Sabbath in the Sinks of Greenbrier, another in the Little Levels and 
eatechise both." *6. As has been said the first: dooumentary evidence of 
| Methodist services in Little Levels is found in John Smith's Journal 


| when he first came to James Callison's September I9, 1787. *7, He hed 


been appointed to the charge the 3rd of July, 1787, *8. Then on Octob>r 


‘7, 19787 hé ‘first arrived at John MeNeel's where he preached Octobe 1°. 


“787. This service antedates the Appointment of Johm McCue by a yeer 


ond three days, 


.¥1, Old Welsh Bible (Fly eae? 

>. William Priec>, History of ‘Pocahontas County West Virginia" 
(Marlinton, 1901) pete 

3. John Smith, ‘Journal of John Smith" (1786-1788) ps. 35. 

4, John Kerr Fleming, "History of Oak Grove Church" p.16, 

5. Rose Ve Fry, "Recollections: of the Rev. Johm McElhenny, D.D." 
Richmond, 1893) p. 94. 

6, Fleming, po1S- 

Te Smith, Pro 2, é 

8, Minutes, “General Conference and Baltimore. Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church" Ree eek: 


CHAPTER III. 


OTHER CIRCUIT RIDERS 


John Smith was followed by Richard Swift and Benjamin Carter as 


Cirevit Riders in 1788, 
In 1789 James Riggin and Jegse Richardson came here. Jermiah Able | 


was presiding Elder. (The term "Presiding Elder" first occurs in the 


"Old Minutes" of pats year.) r . “4 x3 | 


These men were followed by Lasley Matthews, who had been. canesebadl 


a Roman Catholi ei sn and "Was a vonderful man of God", During his | 
mini stry Sere Besa arene guy 17, and Sunday, July 18, 1790 Bishop | 
Asbury said that he reached McNeels in the Little Levels and stated, | 
"We had a warm sermon at NeNeel! s at which many were highly offended, | 
but I hope their false Keece is neeeea There are many bears in +thi-s | 
ret of the Countrys not long sance a child from this neighborhood was 
killed by one." (For local details of this bear story see Suppliment,) | 

In 179] Sabet yet ni Gries and George Martin were assigned to travel 


the Greenbrier Circuit. 


On May 22, 1792 at Rehoboth, in the Greenbrier District, James Warc 


+ 


Was admitted on trial. John Kobler, eee on Trial, Was received ii 


sy 


Fuil Connection and ‘ordained Deacon, He, by the request of Bishop 
Asbury, redntede to the Conference his religious experience, On Tuesday) 


He was examined first, as to debts ‘second, his faith in Christ; and 
third, his pursuit after holiness. John Kobler was then assigned to 


this Circuit with no Elder, x1, 2, 136, This year Bishop Asbury visited th! 


Little Levels on Friday May 26th. He recorded "We rode twenty-six mile. 


to Little Levels. OF What a solitary country is this". *4, ick | 


] Vio 


*l. Stith Mead,"The Journal of Stith Mead" (1792-1793) 


2e"General Minutes ofGeneral Conference and Baltimore Conference | 


‘ethodist Episcopal, Church"( 1783-1848) 
SeArmstrong, Pp. p.~l08-109, 
4. Francis Asbury Journal: (1792) « 


ane: pe 
{ ' . é i 


—— 
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Francis Acuff came as circuit pili in 1799, and was followed by 


¢ 
a” 


| Sale in 1794 and James Green in 1795. William Spencer arrived 
| Gin 1796. *1. In that year Bi shop Asbury eee visited MeNee2! s with De 
Hitt. He said, "Sunday, May 29, 1796 I was very warm in body @ and mind — 


-atMcNeel's in Little Levels. *2. 


In 1797 the membership of the Cireuit was 2b and Ri chard Bird was 


»sent to travel on this work, *l. he salary of ene Bree hiba was axty 


four dollars for that year. 
James Ward, "a holy man of Goa", came as circuit mies in both 1798 
and 1799. Richard whatcoat was Presiding musvens It was finally during 


their ministry that a deed was made the "Nineth day of April in thé your 


of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninty nine, wh ena ip John 


MeNeel and Martha, his wifes of the County of Bath and State of Virginie, 


| on the one Fart ;—— sold to, Tho Scott, John Pennell, Richard Hall, 


Grirfith Evans, Jacob Kinnison, Alex. Waddell, William Waddell, James 


+, 


Lewis, and Jonathan MeNeel, Trustees in truth" and "their "Suckcessors 


an office forever," "a certain lot containing and laid out One Acre of 


land together rith the Meeting House known by the name of Mt. Tabor for 


the use of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States of 


America," (When the. "One Acre™¥as laid out, at was surveyed so een ee 
ly that inches amd | even half-inches were measured and eeemraeas )*3. 

As to these trustees, we know that Pichara Hill and Griffith Evans 
were sons-in-law of John MeNeels and that Jonathan MeNee! vas the son 
of the pioneer Thomas McNeill of Buckeye, a half brother of John McNeel. 
*4, William Waddell was the son of he pioneer Mexander ea bang who 

*1,"\.innutes of General Conference Wwethodist pike dedi bat eh 1796} 

2. Francis Asbury's Journal (1796): : 


3e. Deed of Mount Tabor Church, 
4, James E, Armstrong, "History of the. Ola: Toh nee Aton ts Wetac a 


Bea tinore, 1907) 70. 


EE en ee ee 


16. 


was both a member and a Trustee. *1,2,3. A precedent was brokem when 
James Ward was assigned for a second year's service om the Greenbrier 


Circuit. In May of 1800 Elder Richard Vhatcoat of this District was 


elected Bi shop by the Baltimore Conferences *4- 


vn 


In the last of this year Cty the Cironttis name Verge the 
Greenbrier and Bottetourt Caweus tee Christopher Se Mooring, Daniel ROS S}j 
and Samuel S. Steward were appointed to travel ite ¥*4. Their salaries | 
were raised to eighty dollars each a reg with fourteem dollars aliow || 
ance for traveling expense Sich each preacher's child up to seven years — 
ef age, and twenty—four dollars fox those up to fourteen years cf ages 
*5. | | | 

The Cireuit in 1801 was placed in the Richmond Di strict of the : 
Baltimore ye ae and abel Pemnel was assigned rider, In 1802 i 
Josiah Phillips became the Cireuit itinerant. “#A, By 1803 the Green. nn 
brier Bete EN entered as a DstEd ot be: Baltimore Gonherrstne and James H 
sith wa s | assigned to ride with James. word as Presiding Kider.,*4, This } 


became one of the pebavest years in ails Little Level si Bennett record- | | 


l 
' 


edt At a Quarterly Meeting held at Little Levels in Greenbrier, ome 
pn ee were converted in six day sh "* 5% Mt different Camp Veetings ih | 
Bot tetourt and Greenbrier, five hundred were converted. *6- “Asbury's | 
serucn and prayerin the year ok must have born fruite Revival s seared 
to Syeey. the countryside and it is id thet even the Oak Grove Pre sby= |] 
terian eet at Hillsboro, West vingindd vas visited with those bodily | 
exercises called "the jerks". *7, | ) | 


*1,. William Price, ppe479=480 
-' 2, Hardesty; p862 ° * 
ti 3. Deed to Mount Tabor Onieees 
' 1. 42 Minutes:"General Comference and Baltimore Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church" (1783-1848) 
afer 5. James EH, pres) Tones "History of the Old Baltimore Conference" 
-(Baltitiore, 1907) p.l37. *! i 
6. Armstrong, Pel. . 
7. Rose We Fry, "Recollections of the. Rev, pamtupeninie y's D.D."*a) 
(Richmond, 1833) p.lOo. . . 


In 1804 Frederick Stier and Edmond Henley were assigned to this 
Mirevit. Edmond ienley was a devout but very sickly mane Four years: 
‘fer his ministry here; expecting death, he hurried to his father' s 

. ia erected a stand at the teeing 9 graveyard ana preached from it his 
orn funeral to his” old neighbor s and friends. Soon after he was buried 
there. *1,;2. Stier and mca ley were followed in 1805 by Lasley } Meathees 
sho served here in 17004 This time he had as his SsaetP nts Adam Burkes 


This Circuit wa s traveled by Thomas Budd and Rabank BeLaan in 1806. 


Saul Hinkle came in 1807 and fli Towne in 1808. 


By 1809 James Vatts came with the indefatigable itimerant, Joseph 


Carson, to the Greenbrier Circuit which embraced the whole of the 


County of Greenbrier, and parts of Giles and Rath. There were twenty= 


two appointments, each four weeks --someof them fifty miles apart. 


Carson said, vas had been told that it was a rude country and a very hard 
Circuit." — This he found to be true, it being "not very pleasant to use 
bear meat for both bread and meat." But his recompense was the addition 
‘of one hundred fifty ae to the Church. *3. 
‘The “year, 1810 brought: to the Little Levels Beverly Waugh, who had 


joined the Baltimore Conference the previous year. He was sent to \jash- 


ington in 1811. Later his abilities secured for him many important, posi— 


thoms in his Conference, and in 1836 the General Conference elected hir 
Bishop The Circuit was served in 1811 hy Nathaniel B,. Mills, 1812 by 
Benedict Reynolds, 1813 by James Charles, 1814 by Jacob Snyder, 1815 by 
JohnBul] and in 1816-1817 by James Watts. (A complete list as far as 


seems possible of the ministers of the White Pole Church and its 


successors will be found in the suvpliment.) 


By 1816 several changes had been instituted by the Conference, 


*1,. "Minutes of the General Conference" iesecoael 
2. Able Stevens, “liistory of american Methodism" (New Yorlt,) 
3e Armstrong, pel5Se 
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Chief them were? the introduction of @ course. of. study for preachers, 


the forbidding of rented pews in Churches and the allowance of one 
hundred dollars yearly salary for the preachers, *1,. James Watts came 
back as pastor. *2. He was a native of Greenbrier County and was only 


five years old when John Smith visited and preached in his home, Amos 


Smith came to this Charge with Samuel Montgomery in 1820, 
In 1821 the Greenbrier Circuit was transferred from the Baltimore 
to the Kentucky Conference. Agaim a precedent was broken for both Smith| 


and Honteonany, were to serve a second years. For four years this Cincu.a 


belsagen to the Kentucky Conference and then returned to the Baltimore | 


Conference in 1825.*3Samuel Ellis and William MeRorel) were appointed to. 


? 


rides ‘The next year the "Greenbrier District was di scontenue gs and this) 


Circuit: came to the Rockingham District and was called the "arm springs! 


charges ‘In 1827 this Charge was divided into the Greenbrier and Warm | 


Springs Charge's vith Little Levels in the Latter.. Sohn Horell Was the | 


> 


first Salih ses we ever to serve this Charge three continuous yearse ¥Q6 


| *i, James E,.Armstrong, "ii story of the Old Baltimore Conference" (| 
Baltimore, 1907) p. 181, 

+ Qe Minutes of the "General renee and Baltimore Conference of [; 
the Methodist Episcopal Church"’ (1783-1848) sf 4] 
3, Minutes of the Kentucky Conference, a bee 


CHAPTER IV. 
MILL RUN CHURCH 


About this time oe White Pole Church or Moumt Tabor was almost un— 


fete and aise were made for the Brection of a new building on hill 
lun. Mill Run vas just a short distance up over the hill from Fort 
3urmside and on rhat had been the Burnside Farr. As to why the Method 


ist Episcopal Church vas removed three miles from Mount Tabor to the 


other side of the Little Levels I have asked the piomeer decendents, 
The following are their answerss first, the whole people of the Little 
ols could be better served at this location since this was on the 
}"old turnpike" orthe "great road" as it is called in the deed made in 
January, 1830 between John and Mariam Jordan, and the Trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Americas second, John Jordan was a 
religious, considerate and influential mame He had been having both 
Presbyterian and Methodist preaching services in his home for many Year my 
His wife, Marian, wags the daughter of the pioneer, JohnMcNeel, and a 
staunch Mettodt et « With the deteriation of the Mount Tabor Church, it 
}is likely that he decided to honor his wife by building a house of 


} 
worship near their ovn homee Ibelieve that the center of population hail 


shifted because of the building of a large Methodist Protestant Churena 
later rea the homestead of the pioneer Charles Callison. 

The trustees of this Church were William Edmondsom, Andrew Edmona~ 
son, John Grimes, Richard Hill, Mark Kinnison, Abraham Hill and Nathan. 
iel Kennison. It was deeded to them and "their successors, in office, 
forever in trast, for the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States 
of Americas" This deed conveyed "one acre of land with the house that 


is Bait thercon for the purpose of Divine worship." *1. 


*1, Deed Book at Focahontas County Court House, (Marlinton) Deed of 
the \\i11 Run Nethodist Episcopal Church. 
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At Mill Run can still be seen a small gate enclosed graveyard which: 
is the site of this Church. Init are the graves of Yohn and Mariam | 
Jordan. (See photograph on page of illustrations.) | 


By 1832 the Warm Springs Charge was changed to the Huntersville 


Charge with the Reverend James Green and the Reverend James Watts as iti 
ministerse In 1895 the Reverend Stephen Gui thi andthe Reverend Je 
Planter were assigned to ride the Circuit. Mr». Smith is the grandfather! 
of Miss Roberta Dice Smith of the present Wesley Chapel, From her 


father, Mr. Asbury Re Smithy Miss Smith learned that this Cirevit extend 


ed up the Greenbrier valley to the top of the Alleghenies, then over inti 
to Bath County, Virginia through arm Springs and Hot Springs, and down | 
Anthony's Creek to the heMillion Class, in what is now Renick, West. 
Virginia, a three weeks® journey. | 

The Mill Run Church was used until it was destroyed by fire about 
-G4t, Since then this building has been known locaily as the nBurnt 
Chucch",. As to its eo there are many legends. The one thing 
they all have in common is that the fire was of poe sues aay oe Oar 
story is that aman about ready G build a PRS had need of many hand... 
cut nails that it contained. To burn the Church for nails seems almost 
incredible to us, but we are prome to forget that those rere ana of 
scarcity in even by ‘bare st necessities of life. Another story results . 
from the feeling concerning slaverye It is said ists some Methodi st : 
were apposed to slavery and that a pro-slavery resident of ‘the commu—’ 
nity paid a coon skin cap to a slave to have it burned. The story 
connected with the actual burning is that the culprit fell over a cliff 
cf rocks while trying ta escavne from the eeane of the crime, and of his 
injuries being such that the few remaining years of his life he vas & 
helpless Arie 


oh) te i 


vhat story is true no one knows for a search of the County Court's 


2le 


vecords until 1848 does not show that anyone was convicted, or tried for 


she wrong-doing. The reason seems to be that the Methodist felt that 


itod had meted out full justice to the one who had committed such a 


serrible crime. (Cirevit Court Records of the County of Pocahontes 


After the loss of this Church Methodist services were held in 
various homes, except for preaching and Quarterly Conference sessionse 


Through the invitation of the Elders of the Oak Grove Presbyterian (Old 
| 
I 


i 


Brick) Church services were conducted in their sanctuary until the 
erection of the Little Levels" new Methodist Church, Wesley Chapel. 
if 

m1 


| 


CHAPTER. V. ; yi 
SCHOOLS AND THE PARSONAGE HOUSE ae 


In 1842 there vas established in the Little Levels" village of 


Hilisboro, a school which ras to serve as a preparetory school to the 
school of higher learning in Pocahontas County. This same year the 


1914 rhen it was again given the name of Hillsboro. a | 


At the First Quarterly Conference in July 1846, with the Presiding 
Elder, the Reverend B, N. Brown, in charge, held in the New Salem (Now i 
Arbovale) there was alloted the pastor of our Charge, the Reverend Fish, | 
one hundred dollars salary for fuel and table expenseesse The following : 
classes vere organized for this Charges W.0.Arbogast, Mt, Zion, Ward 
Sharp, Hamlin Church, MeNeills (probably Swago), Richard Hill (Lobelia), 
Snedegars, JeEe Moore (Mill Point), New Salem, Herrings, Nathaniel 
Kennison (Hillsboro) and J. Ruckman (Marvin Chapel). Back Allegheny was | 
added before the year's ende Because of the illness of Brother Fish the | 
year was finished by Rev. J. N. Davis, a local preacher. Mre John Waugh | 
was also a local preacher of the Charge, For the last quarter of the 
year Reve. Je Ne Davis received for his labor $1.50. traveling expense 
and $40,005. quarteragee The McNeill*s class paid that quarter $1,014, 
N. Kinmison's $3.00. and Richard Hill's $2.50. *l. 

Sometime previous to 1846 the Huntersville Charge had decided to 
build a parsonage on a lot at New Salem (Arbovale) for the use of its 
mimisterse Om June 19, 1847 with Johm MicNeill as secretary and James 


Clark, as Preacher im charge, "it was unanimously resolved that the 


erection of a parsomage house on the lot at New Salem be, and is hereby 


*1,. "Steward's Book Huntersville Cirewit— Baltimore Conference of | 
the Umited States of America" Book #2 (July 18,1946-Nov. 13, 1852}pp,1-T] 


di sannul ted and made void; and that ug subseri ption for building the 


yame be also made void and of none bentect and that it be destroyed tae 


“ 


lirely. v si 


"On motion, it was ordered that a parsonage house should be built 


pear the Little Levels Academy. The Quarterly Meeting Conference ayy ? 
needed to appoint James Wanless, John Hill, Abraham Hill, John McNeill, 
Jathaniel Kennison, Boon oe Burner, William Vourige Jolin H, Puckman & John — 
Yooddell, the trustees for said Parsonage House Also appointed: John 
ill, Willian Kinnison, Abraham Hill, Thomas Morrison and John H. 
2ackman, the building committee"se. *1. 

. The land for this building was deeded to the Methodist Epi seopal 
Church June 24, 1847 by Mrs Nathaniel Kinnison from a direct land aranks 


nade to him by the Virginie Commonvrealth January 28, 1790, *2. 


From this Circuit there had been formed the "Woodsborough" Circuit, | 


vad eune's Wooddell had been appointed by the Quarterly Conference as ot 
jagent: for settling with the Woodsborough officials, and dividing and ‘ 
prec aos the property of its parsonage furniture. *3. 3 
The Huntersville Circuit parsonage trustees made the following i 
report on Septenbor 26, 1848: "First, we have ome acre of land (which 
ras given by Mr. Nathaniel Kimnison) for which we have a deed legally 
executed and committed to record on which re have a house erected 18 by 
24 ‘comfortably finished, ome good stable, and smoke house. the lot is 
enclosed with new rails We have some furniture not however enough for 
Bonfort." *4, The amount of the contract for building the parsonage ras 
p56a. nO 3 and all had been paid nt S168. OO”. This report was signed by | 


ohn Hild, Ne Xinnison and ie rete Hill. *5, In another report we find’ 


‘ wine 
re ae mt x 


*1. "Steward's Book" #2, asa : 
2. "Deed Book Pocahontas County Court Hse 
3. Same as *1. 

4. "Stewards Book" #2. pPe 22-23 
5. "Steward"s Book" #2, pe 23. 
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that the parsonage vas two stories high and that it had seven tvelve-pin 


windors and one of four-lights. The smoke house was 22 X 24 feet. The 


stable was 34 X 18 feet with a shed for a carriagee All had clapboard 
roofs, The well was twenty-two feet deep. *I. 

By December 18, 1847 we know that our Church on Mill Run had been 
burned for the Fourth Quarterly Conference was held in the Old Brick 
Presbyterian Church in the Little ity The fact that no mention vas 
made of its destruction in the Quarterly Conference Minutes im either 
1847 or 1846 would indicate that it had been burned earlier, 

Although there had been missionary collections simce 1826, the 
Circuit's first ome on the records that we have vas for the year 1847, 
when there was received from Hill's Class (Hillsboro) $1.00, and Waugh‘ s) 
(Mt. Zion) $2.00, a total for the Charge of $3.00. At the same time 
there were several Sunday Schools listed but only tro were kept open 
during the winter months, Little Levels had no sehool because of no 
meeting place. There had beem a record made of the number of books in 
the various Sumday School libraries, 

The Reverend Je Mea Clarke moved from Fincastle, Virginia to this 
Charge in 1847. The moving expense of $45.12 was paid by him. The 
stewards assessed for current expense, om all Church claims and preach- 
ers salary, the following for the Classes of Little Levels for the 
next year: Callisonts $3.00, Ruckman*s $22.00, McNeill's (Svrago or Buck- | 
eye) $18.00,., Kinnison's $42,.00., Richard Hill"s (Lobelia) $52.00., New 
Salem paid the sum of $55.00. and led the Circuit of fourteen Classes.*2), 

: At the beginning of the Conference year (the spring of 1852) the 
Huntersville Cireuit ras divided into the "Little Levels" and the 
Huntersville Circuit", By this time Little Levels was the leading Class, 


*1, Stevard's Book #2. ppe 22,23,53- 
2. Steward"'s Book #2 pe 21. * 
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The newly organized Little Levels Circuit was composed of the 


:| Classes: Elk, Mt. Pleasant, Hamlin, McNeill's, Ruckman's, 


le Levels, Callison'’s, Droop, MeMillion*s and Hill's, The Reverend 


Ml Gat 
He was. allowed $135.00, for 


', Fe McClure vas the preacher in charge. 


\ able and fuel expense, $25.00. travel expemse, and $248.00. for salary. 


he Presiding Hlder"s claim for the year was $36.00. “The total vas 


Little Levels ras to pay $100.00., 


\iivided among the several classes . 
By this time it was deemed 


Jallison"s $30.00., A. Hill's $60.00., etc. 
necessary to replace the "Burnt Church" and the village of Academy 


'Hillsboro) vas chosen as the site. *1. 


¥1l. "Stevard's Bool lluntersville Circuit ~ Baltimore Conference of 
''ithe Umited States of America" Bool, Second or#2 July 19, 1846- November 


oF 
wi ae 


CHAPTER VI. 


THE FIRST WESLEY CHAPEL AND TliE CIVIL WAR 


At the Second Quarterly Meeting on August 30, 1862 at the parson- 


age, Ga We AMiss was appointed to secure the deed for a Church lot at 
Academy and Israel J. Callison, George Edminston and William Kinnison 
were appointed a building committee.*1l. The lat secured adjoined the 
parsonage lot and was deeded to the Methodist Episcopal Church January 
15, 1858 by Mr. Nathamiel Kinnison. It was committed to the care of the | 
following trustees: Israel J. Callison, Richard Hill, James Edministon, 
George Ariss, Thomas Morrison, Ed, Whiting, J. He Ruckman, S, Auldridge 


and Ge We Ruckman.s 


This Church,, named "Wesley Chapel" was on the road going thenuge 
Academy and stood on a sloping knoll east of the village, They built a 
rectangular frame building 30 X 60 feet, with a limestone founded eee 7 
tivo stories high which faced the town. The basement had two rooms for 
use of the Sunday School. fFrivate schoals were also Taught in these 
rooms. Following the policy of John Vesley, in requireing the separat— 
ion of the sexes in the Churchés, tro entrances in the back admitted 


separately the men and romen, A balcony across the back of the 


auditorium was built for the colored people. The pulpit of black walnut jj 
set on a dais being entered by stems on either side. The devout men 

filled the "amen corner" at each service. The altar rail was of black 
valnut, tooe The lighting of the Church origioally lighted by candles 
placed in holders hung on the wall finally gave way to oi] lamps and a 


center chandelier, There were six large windows with shutters on the 


*1, Steward's Book #2. p. 7]. 


Parsonage built in 1880's 
on site of parsonage 
house built in 1848 and 
used until the present 
parsonage was built in 
1948, 


QC 


WESLEY CHAPEL 


Budget ni 
1853 


It was near parson- 
age house built in 
Ishs Sands  thate.ot 
the parsonage below. 


BIRTHPLACE 
of 


PEARL BUCK 


Ora eo enOoute 
#219 
Northeast of 
the village of 
Hillsboro. 


outside. In an attractive belltower hung a bell that called the village 
{| 

Yolk to worship or tolled the knell of a departed friend. This bell is 
‘now being used by the Pleasant Green Methodist Church at Hillsboro. The 


| 


“ers can be seen in use in the Church School vooms of the present Wesley 


‘thanel. 

| Not many years after the building of the first Wesley Chapel the 
|Sivil War clouds began to dim the hight over the village of Academy. 
|ay 1861 the question ef slavery had become so prominent in the Methodist 
| Episcopal Church that there was a foresaking of old boundaries. The 
|Baltimore Annual Conference became independent of the General Church 
jand remained independent until 1864 when it united with other groups of 
(the newly organized Methodist Episcopal Shurch, South, 

| During the Civil War period our local Church suffered greatly. 

\ Same members sympathized with the cause of the South, and others vith 
that of the North, The majority held with the South, yet were against 
secession. Since this territory was of divided sentiment. both Federals 
and Confederates sallied back and forth through the Levels during the 


\ War, pillaging as they traveled. Attempts were made to keep stock and 


(household sumplies hidden. For all the times were hard. Mts Tabor, its 
I Church long gone,assumed anew role as a lookout station by the women of 

the neighborhood tm varn the residents of the approach of invading 

force se ) Js : 

Late in the fall of 1863 Union troops, who had encamped at Beverly,. 

| (Randolph County): and Confederate troops, who had been stationed at 
Meadow Bluff (Greenbrier County), met in a skirmish at Millpoint. The - 
Confederates retreated. and, made a stand on the north side of Droop 
mountain, They tried to stay the attack, and the batthe raged on Nove... 
ember eth, from ten o'clock in the morning until four o'clock in the 


afternoon. The Union forces for the first time in history used shrapnel 


under the direction of a Germam Scientiste The writer found one of the 
original shrapnel caps in the Church yard of the present wesley Chapel, 
Finally, finding their position flanked on both the right and the left, 
the Confederates vere forced to fall back to Levisburg. In bh tet the 


largest. battle ever fought in what is now West Virginia, the home of 


Joseph Beard (now owned by Mir. Ralph Burns)! came into use as a hospitals, 
The Union Soldiers used Wesley Chapel ag a barracks. Upon departure 
they carried with them the silver communion set of our Church. It being) 
later found in a home in Falling Springs (Renick, West Virginia) was | 
repurchased and put into the possession of our Church memberships | 
These many years the lay members of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
had not had much part in the Annual Conference. Yet, at the Baltimore 
Anaual Conference in session at the Lutheran Church in Churchville, 
Augusta Vounty, Virginia Thursday, March 19, 1863, a lay committee, | 
consisting of M. Walton and Joseph Beard (the ee from our own Weskey 
Gusyel), was appointed. Mr. Beard seems to Have been quite prominent inj 
tie affairs of this Church and of this Conferencee At the Conference 
session of March 10-14, 1864, being present, he was appointed to the 
kyecutive Committee of the fore ti BePonday Society. This appointment : 
may have been due to the activities of his home societies, for in spite 
of the War in 1864, the Home Missionary Societies of the Levelton Charge) 
coported $167.50. paid to Kiissions, while many neighboring parishes were) 
insstonary Charges receiving support from the Mission Board, Among 
ther were: Lewisburg which received $200.00., Frankfort $200,00., Sreet 
Springs $175.00. and Peterstown $150.00. | A a 
The first session of the Pocahontas County Court hela after shia . 
Civil War convened at Wesley Chapel in MONS, 1865, fn 
Among the strict rules in force at that time was one forbidding | 


ministers to become Masons; another, prohibiting onbSies from competing ) 


tal) 


r 


in 


29. 
jor prises in shooting matches, *1,2, 
Mre Joseph Beard vas still hard at work at the Levelton Churches in 


(867 as the i:issionary Cause for Lewisburg Station paid 533,00. to the 


i 


joard of Domestic Missions, while Levelton Charge paid 533,704 Lewis 
ure paid to Foreign Missions $43, 80,, and Levelton $45,%0i Lewi sburg 


yaid the Bishop $5,00., while Greenbank and Levelton paid $20.00 each.*3, 


*1, James #, Armstrong, "History of the Old Baltimore Conference" 
(Baltimore, 1907) p. 217, 

4 2. William Price. "History of Pocahontas County, West Virginia" 

(Marlinton, 1901). pe. 187. 

8. "Annual Minutes of the Baltimore Conference of the Methodi st 


‘Episcopal Church, South" held in Baltimore, Maryland 1868, 


CHAPTER VII. | | 
DISTRICT CONFE:ENCES AND A NS! PARSONAGE 4 


By the spring of 1868 District Conferences vere inaugerated in the || 


Baltimore Conference of the Methodi st Epi scopal Church, South. Wesley — , 


Chapel was for the forst time in the "Levelton Charge" of the Levi sburg ) 
Districte I+t had 124 members, one being a local preacher. . \ 

The fifth sess}on of the Lewisburg District Conference of the — | iy 
Baltimore Conference of the M. &, Church, South vas held in Academy, | 
Pocahontas County, West Virginia, September 20~23 5 1871. The two 1 
pastors, the Reverend Charles Ae Joyce and Reverend J,‘ Rembert Smith and 
one local preacher, the Reverend James E Moore were present as were tv” | 
official lay men, Mr. Joseph Beard and Joel Hill of Academy. Mr. Hill | 
vas appointed to the Committee on the Spiritual Interests of the Church,) 
Rev. Joyce on the Sunday School Committee, Mre Beard on the Finance 
Committee and Rev. Smith on the Committee on Educat+on, *1, The Commite | 
toe on the Spiritual Interests of the Church of which Mr, Hill was a | 
Member says in part, "Our Church, originating in a desire for the pro- 
notion of personal piety, and with special and peculiar means grace 
pest calculated to accompli sh this, we have a right to expect that Meth 
odists should be better thanithe members of other Churches. ees Mache 
depends,ugon..the, prudence and; faithfulness of the. ministry... a. Methe 
oaf s€@xeans of grace faithfully used, .«. . « (and) we shall again hear 
it agdiathodien is Christianity in earnest." *I,. 

From the Church and Parsonage Committee ve learn that there were 
only three parsonages in the Lewisburg District - one at Academy, an 
other at Centerville, with the District parsonage for the Elder at 

*%, "Minutes of the Levi sburg District Conference of the Methodist ° 


Episcopal Church, South held in Academy, West Virginia September 20~23, | 
1872." ( Baltimore 9 187%) e 


31, 


jnevi sburg.*1, George Ge Brooke, Sunday School Agent, for the Methodist | 


ipiscopal Church, South was also present.*lé 


} Sometime early in the eighties, the need being. felt for a new par- 


jsonage, plans were laid which materialized in a commodius two-story 

jonilding.e This parsonage was a well-built frame structure, L~shaped, of 
right room's; having four reens in front and four extending back, A back 
porch extended the length of the dining room and kitchen. A portico on 
[the front later pave way to a wide porch. There was a central hall from 

pra ch stairs led upstairs. The upper rooms could also be reached from 

all kitchen stairway. The house had a good-sized basement under it. This 
i) 
] 
chy 


parsonage ras the home of the ministers until 1948, 
Not until 1895 do our Quarterly Conference Records, again, take up 


the story. Then Reve Ae C. Hamill became the preacher in charge with 


Reve We Ge Hammonds as Presiding Eldere The Trustees of Wesley Chapel 
hin 1895 weres planes Hill, Ne C. Be. Kimnison, John J. Beard, WV. He 
Callison, \y. H. Owerholt, Rw We. Hill, E. H. Moore, Isaac McNeel and 
George Curry. Vany branches had gone out from our Church: Sharon, Old 
‘Droop, Marvin Chapel, Buckeye, Swago, Lobelia, Emmanuel, Mte Lebanon on 
he Droop mountain, and Trinity eon Stamping Creek. The preacher*s salary 
Yiiwas $600.00. a year. 

There were two Sunday Schools on the Charge that were ever—green: 
| Wesley Chapel and Marvin Chapel. Wesley Chapel had an assessment from 


| the District Steward of $405,00. Every week the Sunday School took up a 


| Missionary offering, As a committee to dig a well and repair the par— 
sonage at Academy, P. We Hill, J. B. Grimes, GR. Curry, Isaac McNeel 
and Jose Sa MeNeel were appointed. The value of the parsonage was given 


l) es $1,600.00. In the same year (1895) we had the first record of an 


*1, ‘Minutes of the Lewisburg District Conference. 
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Epworth League. There were thirty~ three members of this youth organ— 
ization on the Chargee An Inter—-denominational Young People's Prayer 
Meeting at Academy that year accomplished much for the spiritual wel. 
fare of aa communi tys 

Mre Je i late Smith, as far as is known, was the only person to 
rerember the Levelton Circuit im his will, In 1898 he left two hundred! 
dollars, the interest om it to be paid to the Circuit preacher. *1. | 
That same year brought thoughts of future progress at Wesley Chapel, 
The Reverend John Dills, who is still living at this writing, being her) 
aS fi shot recorded in July, "Plans are on foot looking to the erection | 


at an early date of a new Church at Academy." Rev. Van Horne came back 


+> @ssist the pastor in a revival at Wesley Chapel. 


*1,. "Quarterly Conference Minutes of the Levelton Circuit" (1895— | 


RFD) 


CHAPTER VIII. 
A NEW WESLEY CHAPEL 
On May 20, 1299 a building committee appointed at the Quarterly 
sonference for the new Church in Academy consisted of: Re We Hill, Ellis 
icCarty and Rev. John Dills. A deed had been secured a few years before 


?or one acre of land from Mrse Rella Clark Yeager for the sum of two 


1undred dollars, The trustees receiving the property were the same as 


those of the old Wesley Chapel listed previously. After careful study 


the contract. was let to Joseph Knapp of Richlands, Greenbrier County, 
est Virginia. The contract stipulated that the Church vas to pereaas 
pleted by the first of March, 1900. The pastor reported July,l899, "The 
new Church enterprise at Wesley Chapel is taking shape and is an a 
better basis than ever beforee I have constantly in mind the song of 
Deorees of Solomon: ‘Except the LOrd build the house, they labor in vain 
vio Duild ite’ I vant to keep this thought uppermost; the building of 
this church is to be in a supreme sense a LATE IA act." 


ne do not knor the contract price, but $2,500. 00. had been sub 


seribed by November 5, 1899 and $650. 00. had been paid. This new Wesley 
ipvel res to be a pee building with a Sen roof, a large auditorium 


(having an elevated floor) with a large annex that could be separated 


from pte: main audi tori un by huge ‘roller-type doors and have a combined 


. 


Mating capacity of three hundred, the annex ie ‘be used for ine Sunday 


School Besembly. | opie Back of the annex and under 4né rane roof were to 
be placed two Sundey School class room se ‘There vere to be two porches, | 
| One at the. front. and one on the right, side. The pulpit was to be in the 
left front corner Peis a He to a ony Ek bp ier the same corner | 
| the altar rail was to extend with isles on either side. To the front of 


the hall just mentioned and under the bell tover, this room became the 


|pastor"s study. A door at the back of this hall leads to the choir Ioft 
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adjacent to the pulpit with a seating capacity of twenty-five. The plans) 
specified two outside double-door entrances, one to the auditorium 
from the front and one beside the annex. There were to be also single 
door entrances to the pastor's study, the adjoining hall and the Sunday 
School rommse The walls of the Church were to be finished with plaster 
and the ceiling vith panels of oak ceiling, varnishedi | 

Mre McNeill of Buckeye quarried the foundation stonesa They were 

secured from the McCorkle Farme Mra Cs We Kinni son Hanlee the large 

stones to the building sitee Frank ith soni his father! offered to 
furnish the sills, but Mr. Knapp secured them from some other source. 
The corner stone was G.itrried and cut from the marble on Stamping Creel 
fron the farm of Captain William L. McNeel. At the laying of the corner | 
stone Neva Dills, the little daughter of the Rev. Jolin H. Dills, placed | 
Vituin it a current copy of the Pocahontas Times and several other | 
érvicles commerating the evente 

As construction went om, the Rev. John Dills said, "When finished 
this will be the best Church, except one, in the Lewisburg District." 
Beiimg so well pleased with it after he became pastor at Corbin Park 
Methodist Church at Spokane, Vashington, he sent back to West Virginia: » 
for the architect's plan. and had another built just like it there. - 

Stained glass windows were used. throughout the building. The large |/ 
front window, which is nime feet high. and nine feet wide, is a memorial 
to the Reverend J. ). Martin, whe.was born January 21, 1859-and died 


September 2, 1899 during the comstruction of the Churche He was the 


Presiding Elder at that times. There are.two memorial windows in the 
Sunday School room. These were donated by R. We Hill im memory of higs~ ‘| 
father, Joel Hill, born February 23, 1807; died February 18, 1984 and | 
Rebecca Hill, born December 17, 1808; died April 8, .1888, All the. 


windows of Fredonia design were bought from Jacoby Spiess Manafacturing 
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| Company, St. Louis, Missouri at a cost of sixty-eight dollars. 


| The pulpit desk, the altar rail and the choir railing represent the 


work of Mr. Asbury Smith, the father of Miss Dice Smith. The desk in 


the pastor's study’ was made by Graham LaRue. The pews for the main 
3 
auditorium were of an unusual design some of which are twenty-two feet 


| Ionge The benches and one orgam used im the Sunday School rooms today 


| came from the "1953 Wesley Chapel." The other organ was bought new for 
'the dedication of the present Chapel, The pictures on the walls, as 
you see them, rere given by the Iate John Raine, a former steward in the 
| Levi sburg Methodist Church. The large bell in the tower isthe gift of 

| the same mane It is considered the finest toned bell in this part of 

| West Virginia. (The bell, altar rail and the pulpit desk of the Old 
Wesley Chapel were given to the Pleasant Green Methodist Church and they 
| ave in use there.) Flag stones for the walks that were placed beside 


4y°o Church and to the street were hauled in the winter of 1899-1900 on 


| sieds from Bruffey"s Creek. At the same time a flagstone walk with a 
curb was built along the road in front of the Church. This was replaced 
by a@ concrete walk constructed by the Works Progress Administration. 

The following trustees took part im the dedicatory service October 
2h, 1900: George We Callison, Asbury R. Smith, Sidney J. Payne, G G. 
Clendenin, Jaseph S. MeNeel, George R. Curry, Isaac McNeel and R.W. Hill, 
The Rev. Forest Je Prettyman preached the sermon of dedication. The 


Revs John Dills, because of the four year limit then om the itinerant 


system of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South did not remain long 
enough to be host at this occasion. This honor was for the Rev. W. Je 
Whitsell, who came to our Church that spring. 


One of the most successful revivals of Wesley Chapel took place in 


the fall of 1902, under the ministry of the Rev. Charles Lynch. Thirty- 


three people vere converted, and twenty-seven became members of the 


86, | 


Church. It was in July of this year that the Woman's Home Missionary 
Society vith eight charter members was organized., During the year the 
membership of ‘the Society increased to twenty-five with Mrse Charles 
Lynch as the first president. The next year the Rev. J. We Campbell, a 
local preacher transferred to the Indian Mission Conference. 

The greatest revival ever held in this Church was under the 
ministry of the Reverend S. R. Neel, and his assistant, the Reverend C. 
C. Lambert. This meeting resulted in one hundred thirty professions of " 
faith in Christ. Virginia Payne Necl, daughter. of the Rev. Ss R. Neel 
was born during his stay heres At this time the salary. of the pastor 
was $1,000.00, that of his assistant $500.00. per, yeare 
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CHAPTER IX. 


A SEPARATE CHARGE, HILLSBORO 


The Reverend VW. DJ. Hye reported on February 18, 1916 that the . 


|matter of having vesley Chapel and some other congrepations set apart as 


a distinct and separate charge was being agitated. (Rev. Eye is an in~ 
valid at his home at Bridgewater, Virgimia and is the father of Miss 


Catherine Eye, xho spent four years of her childhood in Hillsboro and 


| later became a missionary to Africa. At present she is the Religious 


Hducational Director of Asbury Memorial Methodist Church, Harrisonburg, 


| Virgimia,) The mext fall that divisiom took place. Sharon and Wesley 


Chapel were designated the Hillsboro Charge with Mr. Eye as pastor with 
a membershinv of 2736 Wesley Chapel paid 5750.00. of the ome thousand 
dollars set for salary of the charge, 

The Centenary movement came in 1920 during the ministry of the 
Reverend George Hs Echols with the Hillsboro Charge pledging %4,977.50. 
Which exceeded the quota assessed by two thousand dollars. In that year 
the Charge paid $250.00. for an Armenia Aid Special, $716.00. on the | 
Centenary Fund and $1,400.00.. for pastor"®s salary. For 1922 the Rev. 
Clarke Early reported the first every member canvas for the budget. By 
1923 the pastor preached once @ month at Kinnison. A Tither's League 
was organized and George Milburn Curry of Wesley Chapel attended Asbury 
College im Wilmore, Kentucky... As pastor of this Charge the Reverend 
L. L. Lovance in 19380 reported ome hundred reconsecrations. 

In the Conference year of 1931-1932 a change in the Circuit took 
place. Sharon rent back to the Levelton Charge and the following 
Churches were added: Renick's Valley, Renick and Mount Zion giving the 
Charge a total membership of 430. The salary of the preacher was 


twelve hundred dollars. [lillsboro"s portion became $693.00. 


By 1934 this was again the Levelton Charge and Wesley Chapel was 


connected with Marvin Chavel, Seebert, Sharon, Emmanuel and Trinity. 
The Reverend J. H. Light, who had been pastor of the Levelton Charge, 


began preaching at Hillsboro. 


In 1987 the Reverend L. S. Shires reported six junior choirs on the | 


Circuit. He is renenbered eae his successful founding of Vacation Bible | 


Schools on this York. He renained as dich here for tive years, which 
was the longest time any pastor Wed ever served this charce or Wesley 
Chanel, The Reverend Re De Marshall] followed him to serve also five 
yearse During the latter's pastorate one hundred copies of the Mes dt 
Room" were being di stributed to. ‘the Charge member ships ote at ‘placing 


of Seebert Church in the hevelion Charge, its Scat ae decane tere 


property. In 1940 the Seebert parsonage ye sold because it seamed more | 


convenient for the ama 4o live in centrally located Hill sboro, 
Improvements were made on the qiiienore parsonage by the meee receivet 
fron this sale - chief among them being the installation of a water 
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CHAPTER X, 


A NEW PARSONAGE 


in 1947 the Reverend A, J. Schrader, a young man of energy just out 


of seminary, yet having two years of preaching experience, was sent to 


‘Hillsboro. It vas through his untireing efforts and courage that a new 


parsonage became a reality beside Wesley Chapel on the lot which had 


with admirable foresight been provided for that purpose more than a half 


century before, At the ‘second Quarterly Conference om February 15, 1948 


the following petition vas presented: 


"Petition: We, ‘the undersigned, duly elected Stevards and Trustees 
| of the Levelton Charge, met in a petted meeting on January 27, 1948, at 
the Methodist Parsonage in Hillsboro, West Virginia to consider the © 
| selling of the Methodist Parsona gee 

It was the unanimous cpinion and vote of each of us that the Meth 
odist Parsonage should be sold and a new parsonage erected on the lots 
| adjacent to the Wesley Chapel }.ethodist Church in llillshoro, West Virgin 
aes and we recommend that the Second Quarterly Conference of February 
| i5, 948, at Seebert, West Virginia take the appropiate steps to con- 
grmate the sale. 


| Signed: a Was kaa ; 

(le Mrs. Mary Hogsett 7 Ivy Bs Clendenin 12. Ee S. Newman | 

| 2. Boyd Dilley Ge .Celve Kiri’ - +13, Le. P. Anderson 

| 3o Hs C. Sheets Oe We. As Arbogast _ 24, A. P. Walker. | 
| 4. Mrs. Dorsey May — 10. G. O. Auldridge 15. Dorsey May 

| 6s Mrse Cy. VW. Auldridge 11. G. H. LaRue 6. A. J. Schrader 


| 6. Mrse Winona B. Elmore 
"The Quarterly Conference of February 15, 1948 received the pétition 
and the following were appointed aS a committee for disposing of the old 


personage in Hillsboro and erecting & new ‘parsonage ag planned: E. S. 


Newman, Dorsey May, Mrse H. T. Elmore, S. D. Kirk, A. F. Walker, L. P. 
Anderson and Rev. A. Je ‘Schrader, THis committee was to bring its find 
ings to a special (juarterly Conference called by the District Superim 
tendent," Atigust 5, 1948 the Quarterly Conference by unanimous vote 
instructed the building committee to proceed with the building of the 
hex parsonage, . 


i 


The subscriptions then reported by’S: D. Kirk and ES S. Newman’ 
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amounted to five thousand dollars. One thousand was from Marvin Chapel, 
S. D. Kirk bought the old parsonage for six thousand dollars. The com-- 
mittee was authorized to secure a building contract including pluming, 
heating, Yiraing and lighting fixtures ~ a ‘turnkey job" — for fourteen 
thousand dollars. It had been agreed that upon the sale of the old par- 
sonage the trustees of Wesley Chapel would deed the parcel of ground on 


which the parsonage was to be built to the trustees of the parsomage and 


that each Church rould have an equity in the new parsonage. The building ~ 


campaign extended from October 1947~- August 6, 1948. The following com- 
mittees were to be appointed: advisory, fimance, corespondence, inspect— 
iou and subscription. (See suppliment for mames.e) Mre A. G. Killings- 


worth of Marlinton, West Virginia was awarded the building contract 


for $14,500.00. 

The housebeing completed an auction sale was held to dispose of the 
ela carsonage furniture. The proceeds wor f new furniture for the nev | 
po * 1ONAgee The Reverend amd Mrse A. Jy Sehrader were the first to. live 


‘f 
in she new brick Pee wae After only-a fev- month s the Conference he 


+ 


ended and Mr. Schrader went back to Duke University to COOP ious the york | 


on his Bachelor of Divinity degreee His ministry was followed by that | 


of eve T. Es Painter. The indebtedness remaining on the parsonage when |~ 


Mr. Painter arrived was $2,600.00. Through rele diligence and the gener— — 


osity of the members the liquidation of the debt took place during his 


two year pastorate, | 


‘ 4 ‘ ' 
Then came the thought of the formal dedication. On April 15, 1951, _ 
three members from each Church were appointed SS, a@ committee to yige for lf 


ite An invitation was extended to the Area's Pi ghops the Reverend Lioya | 


C. Wicke, of Pi eohiedy to dedicate the new dwelling for the use of the 
Methodist mini stry» He NONE consented to come aeuer 26, 1951, 


Again the Comference acted na Mr, Painter being moved to Killarney, 


Lj 4k. 


We st Virginia the Reverend Frank A. Johnson became the pastor for the 


dedicatory servicee 


The day of dedication darned bright and clear. For days preparation 
had been made for the guestse Open house was observed at the parsonage 
throughout the day. The Reverend A. J. Schrader preached. the morning 
sermon of the occasion at Wesley Chapel being assisted in the service by 
Rev. T. E. Painter rith Mev. Frank Johnson presiding. At noon a great 

I onic dinner provided food for all on the Church Iawne Bishop Wicke 
and the District Suverintendent, the Reverend Clyde Hensley; arrived at 

| moon. The Bi shop preached at two o'clock in the afternoon vith the 

| folloving ministers taking part in the service: A. J. Schrader, T. E. 
Painter, Clyde Hemsley and Frank A. Johnson. The soloist of the occasion 
| a emer member of Wesley Chapel, now a'member of the choir of Dr» Ralph 
‘Soekmean*s Church in New York City, Mr. Robert Auldridge, son of Mrs. 
Fercen He Auldridge of Millpoint, West Virgimia,sang "Bless This House" 

) and "The First Psalm". Other former ministers present were: Samuel 

‘| Register Neel, and the pastor who assisted him here the first year, Curtis 
‘| Tamhert. The Reverend S. Re. Neel preached at the evening service. Many. 

| former residents and members were here. Their names may be found in the 
guest bool at the parsonage. 


This same year (1951) a Union Religious Survey made of the Hillsboro 


Community shoved a population of 660 constituting 197 families. 168 
persons belong to the Methodist Church", 117 to the Presbyterian Church, 


eighteen to the Disciples of Christ and fourteen to other Churches. 


The Wesley Chapel Sunday School under the directiom and capable 


a 


leadership of Graham LaRue has increased its average attendance from 
seventy-five to eighty-nine. The year 1954-1955 was one of the best 
| years im the Church School. ate coll nal PO OL Pact 


E - 


t 
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A "Loyalty" Dinner plan for subscriptions to the budget was inaugu- - 
rated in 1953 at Wesley Chapel. The Reverend Curtis Ce- Lambert came as © 
guest speaker for the Dinner held July 15, 1953 at the Hillsboro High 


School, The fifty members present subscribed forty-three per cent of 


the budget. The next year the Reverend Stacy Grosscup spoke for our sh 
"Loyalty Dinner". Ome hundred sixteen gathered for the feast and many 1k 
made their pledges to the budget. It was ome of the greatest occasions Leys 


we have had in our Churches The system has provem its worthin the Church | ,, 
finances. These two years no personal soliciting has been necessary and 
more has been paid each year. Most important is the Plans' Good 
Feliowshipe ee | a 
This (1954-1955) fs the second year that Sharon's budget has been | 
with Wesley Chapel's and the members of Sharon are an intergral part of 
our Church here. However, we do have a separate roll for Sharon and a 
hold. services there once each year. At the beginning of the 1955-1956 =, 


Conference year the over all picture of Wesley Chapel is something like 


this: Church membership 201, Sunday School membership 144, Voman's a, 
Scciety of Christian Service membership 50, and Youth Fellowship 25, 
Wesley Chapel"s-Woman's Society of Christian Service and its Youth 

Fellowship can take their places with those of.the other Churches in the | 


District; its Sunday School is advancing; after a lapse of a few years 


Prayer Services have resumed$ its house of worship and its pastor's home 
are certainly adequate, and its financial reports are good. Indeed, it 
can be said that the Church does its daily tasks well as it carries on 
the great denominational program,.. - 

Villis Summers followed Frank A. Johnsom as pastor coming here from: 
Bartley, West Virginia in Jume.1955. During his first year he was ill | 


for some time but in spite of this handicap the Sunday School attendance | 


reached ninety-eight and a record Vacation School of fifty, too. He 


hes 
ie) 
¢ 


|) most ever paid any preacher by this Church. In his second year the 


| Youth Fellowship reached thirty-five, the adult members of the Sunday di 


|| School numbered fifty-five, the enrollment of the Church School rose to 
“ase with fifteen officers and teachers, These last records have not been 
\ broken since. In his third year there were fifty-seven in Vacetion 

| School and fifty-three in the Woman's Society of Christian Sopra 


| These records have not been exeeeded, 


The Reverend L. Ee Milam came in June 1958. His ministry saw the 


membership go again to two hundred. he baptized fifteen and received 

| mineteen into Church membership at Wesley Chapel. Although he received 

| $150.00. less tham his predicessor at Wesley Chapel the amount paid on 
‘World Service by that Church amounted to 5608.00. and they paid a budget 
| of $5,029.00 as a record of payments on regular expenses and claims vith 


| out any building project. After two years Rev, Paul Riegel followed hin 


| @s pastor. Wesley Chapel has only paid the last two years four hundred 
| dollars on Vorld Service and the smallest budget paid the last eight 
| years was in 1961 of $3,784.00, 


The Reverend Owen Mie Lee came last year. In fatherhood he excells 


With twelve children. They will truly rise up and "call him blessed". 
Hight reside vith their parents and fill the parsonage to its capacity. 
Average attendance is increasing in the Sunday School but the enroliment 
is down to ninety-eight. The budget paid is again climbing. The people 
| and their pastor seem very happy in their relationship. The report is 


that the children and young people of the parsonage are real examples in 


their behaviour. May God bless them in their work with the dependable 
people of the Little Levels. 


This is something of the history that we have inherited. Jf we,as 
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Methodist, cam keep the juve tari of our founder, John Wesley, whem he 
said, "This commandment re have from Christ, that he who loves God, 
loves his brother also es. he feels im his soul a burning restless 
desire of spending and being spent for Him", then, and them only, we 


shall create as great a history as we have inherited, 


YO, 


Levelton Circuit 
Parsonage 


Built in 1948 


Next to 
Wesley Chapel 


Rev. & Mrs. Owen Lee 
in Parsonage living room 
the parents 
of 
twelve children 


Eight now reside with 
their parents in the above 
parsonage. 


The author, Frank A Johnson 
Now pastor of 


The South Fork Charge 
at Brandywine, W. Va. 
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SUPPLEMENTS 


feet Ler eae ee ee 


REGULAR METHODIST ITINERANTS OF LITTLE LEVELS 


{| 


‘ERVING: 1, "Mount Tabor" Metting House or Chuscirs Hillsboro, be st Vou 


| Commonly apt as the "\hite Pole Meeting House" ; 


2. "Burnt Church" or "Nill Run Methodist Church" 


3. "Brick Church" (Presbyterian) This was used by the 


fethédus from the burning of the Mill Run Church until the 
building of Wesley Chapel in 1853. 
4. eee, Chapel" built-in 1853 in Academy, West Waihi 


Se nile sley Chapel” bui lt: in 1900 in GE now Hillsboro. 


Peinbess in ‘parenthesis indicates years of service heres) 
At first our communz ty ¥as in the Greenbrier Circuit organized in 
L787 with a total ee on: the Circuit of ‘one hundred from the 


Bedford Circuit adjoining the Holston Cinous te 


l, Jonn Smith (1787) was our preacher at the age of twenty-seven years, 
As a native of Maryland he became a Methcdist in 1780, He entered 
the ivinerancy in 1784 and traveled the New Hope and Red Stone Civsuits 
before coming here. Faithfully he labored,not withstanding the in- 
Iisaity of a feeble constitution, for ten ox twelve years. He died an 
}12@%+ at the age of fifty-four in Chesterton, Marylend, and rests. at 
Hiason's Chapel, His death was remarkably triumphaut, "Come Lord > 
|\e@en3", he exclaimed. "Come quickly and take my enraptured soul away. I 
jea amt afraid to die; I long to be dissolved and see my Savior without a 
cimiing veil bonweens Death “has ‘last: its sting." *20;A, 27:,31: : 


2. Hiichard Swift(1788) He could have been one of the first to visit 

here for he vas in Vestern Territory in 1785. He became a Christ 
ian at theage of eight years. For only six years he itinerated because 
tie wound he received in the Revolutionary Jar greatly weakened him. 
"de was a pointed, zealous preacher and strict disciplinarian; a happy 
m42, and one that appeared: not to fear the face of any. He died in 
Augist 1792 at Shoulderbone, Georgia and was blessed with frequent con 
soietions in his last hours." ae Awy 2Se 


2, Benjamin Carter (1 733). fel came here with swift. ek ff 


| 4. James Bigein (1789) was likely a member of’ rie Christmas Conference 
in 1784 for he had been Admitted on Trial and el ota lel came from Sumer= 
set County, Maryland. 2284,116. 


5._Jesse Richardson(1789) came here with Rigginm having ewer veesmced on 
Trial in 1788. He Located in 1805 and died in 1837, 20% Ae 


6. _Lasley Matthews (1790). As @ Roman Catholic he ws penartea under | 
the preaching of Joseph Cheuvront, a Frenchman, as a soldier in the 


siege of Yorktowne These men were mighty in the Scripture se They 
preached, loved and.lived holy. lNatthews began to travel in 1786 and 
preached twenty-seven years. "After doing chivalric service he ¥as 
crowned a fitting: victory. He died in 1813 saying, "Glory! Praise Hims 
hy Jesus comei™ 30: 


7. _Salathiel Veeks(1791) being a native of Prince George County, Vir- 
ginia he was Admitted on Trial in 1738. In hay 1792 he attended 

Conference at Rehoboth. Laboring faithfully for several years he died 

in 1800, his life having wasted away with consumption at his own home. 

*¥20cA6 


8. George Martin(179l)here with Weeks. 


9. John Kobler (1792). Born in Culpepper, Virginia in 1768 he became an | 
itinerant in 1789 and an jlder later im Kentucky, Tennessee and on | 
to Ohio in 1798. <A man of saint-like spirit, dignified and ministerial-— | 
bearing, untireing labors in preaching, praying and visiting the sick. 
Tall, slender with an energy of soul that far surpassed that of the todye) 
His hair black and long, extending over the cape of his coat, his dress 
neat, With straight breasted coat. He had a most impressive countenances| 
It showed no ordinary intellectual development, united with sweetness of | 
disposition, unconquerable firmness and uncommon devotion. hany souls | 
were brought to God through his instrumentality." He founded the. first | 
work in Cincinnati, Ohio. He was Received into Full Connection at 
Renovoth. He died in 1843 at the age of seventy-four. His last words 
were: "Come Lord Jesus! Come, Lord Jesus, in power! Come quigkly)" 30: | 


i 
j 


iO, Francis Acuff (1793). He was born in Culpepper County, Tennessee, 

From a fiddler in Tennessee he became a Christian and then a pre%ch-| 
er, He died in Kentucky April 1796 in the work of the Lorde A young 
mén-of genius, much beloved and greatly lamented died in Danville before | 
he vas twenty-five years old having volunteered for the hazaradous 
mission im Kentucky. 30: ‘i 


Ll, Anthony Sale (1794) 


Réceived 1793; Located 1799. 
le, James Jones (1795) Received 1794. - 
13, William Spencer (1796). ‘a 46) Gee | 


14, Richard Bird (1797). Received 1792; Located 1797 likely at the 
BE of his pastorate here. (Membership of the Greenbrier Circuit | 
LO Sire Na 


15. James Viard (1798-1799) Born im 1771 .in Summerset County, Maryland, 

_ converted in his seventeenth year; Admitted on Trial in 1792 and 
died at the age of fifty-four years im Floydsburg, Kentucky 1855. He 
traveled for fifteen years as Preacher in Charge, also, as Presiding 
Hlder,. chiefly im the Valley and along the mountains of Virginia... He. | 
was’ ranked among the ablest and most successful men of his times.’ al 
Mustitudes thronged to hear him, and many were saved under his ministry. 
In the spring of 1807 he was transferred to the Jestern Comference. He’ | 
Located in 1814 and was readmitted into the Kentucky Conference in 1829, | 
oe then Superannuated in 1840. In 1846 he united with the Methodist il 
kpiscopal Church, South and at his request, his name was recorded in his|_ 


. f } 
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(first Conference in 1848 and placed on the Superannuated liste "His last 
days had no darkness in. them. His sun went down without a cloud." It « 

jwas thought by some that he took up land in Greenbrier County. He is 

the one that secured the deed from John MeNeel for Mount Tabor Methodist 

ao and lot in 1799. He came back as Presiding jlder in J803. 2:478,. 


BALTINORE CONFERENCE -— GREENBRIER aND RBOTTETOURT 
| CIRCUIT 
36. Christopher S. Mooring(1800) Born in Surry County, Virginia. He 

| was received on Trial in 1789 and preached until 1825 except for one 
jyyear that he was ill. His last words regarding the end were: "I am get-— 
jting near to my long home. 0, for submission— submission-+ resignation ‘- 
jresignationis I feel rather restless, but that restlessness is now 

_ measureably gone." That was in 1825 when he gently went to sleep at the 
| age of fifty- eight yearse *20: 


Nf 
, 18. Samuel Steward (1800). 
ie 


‘17, Daniel Ross(1800). Received on Triak 1800; Located 1808. 


RICHMOND DISTRICT - GREENBRIER CIRCUIT 1801-1802 
/i9, Joseph Pinnell (1801). Received om Trial 1795; Located 1810, 

20, Josiah Phillips (1802). Received on Trial 17985 Located 1813, 
| BALTIMORE CONFSR ENCE - GREENBRIER DISTRICT 


— 


‘| 21, _James Smith (1803). Born in 1782 or 1783 and joined the Baltimore 
| on-erence in 1802.° He began to preach at sixtéen years and was not 

Y qu: ‘te twenty years in 1802. During his ministry he attended three 

| General Conferences as a delegate. "A man of high intellect, of kind and 
generous feelings, of excessive humor in the familiar aisles of his 


| min? sterial bretheren," "One of the most transparent and ingenious of 
men and "of manly and stirring eloquence." His language was nervous 
jana chaste. "Taking jnte account the matter and style of his sermons 


| together with the manner of delivery, I have}says his friend, Bishop 

| Beverley ' Vaugh "known few more attractive preacherses"” . Six feet high, 
stout, erect’ with fair complexion, silky auburn hair, round and benevo— 
| lent face with one eye a soft and beautiful blue and the ‘other dark 
hazel, looking black at times. Smith by word and deed and. look ras 

| Wianimg and attractive. He had remarkable fervor and. pathos ZH prayers - 
| Being im active work for tventy-four years and died in his prime, in 
/peace in Baltimore 1826." *30. 


22. Frederick Stier (1804). 
z 


23, Edmund Henley (1804). Received om Trial 1803’ and died 1808, a 
native of North Carolina. "Expecting death, he hastened from his 
Circuit to his father's house, erected a stand at the graveyard, preach— 
ved from it his own funeral sermon to his old heighbors and friends, and 
soon after was buried theres. eee He was circumspect in his walk. He 
/would shout and pray, exhort and praise God to the last." 20:A4,1809, 


| 24, Lasley Matthews (1805) Previously bere in LTOM, 


25, Adam Burke (1805) 


26. Thomas Budd: (1806) Born in 1783; converted in 1800 and joined the 
:Nethodist Episcopal Church. Received om Trial in 1803;he died in 


1810 at the age of twenty-eight years in Philadelphia. As a preacher he 


vas very useful and acceptable, good, pious with open and free manners. 
He was harressed on his death bed vith doubts, "but the cloud suddenly 
burst, and his heart was filled with joy." 20: 


27, Robert Bolton (1806). Received on Trial 1806; Loeated-1812, 


28. Saul Henkle(or Hinkle)? (1807) Received on Trial 1806; Located 
1812. After his vork here he likely went’ as @ missionary to the 
Indians. a dees 5 mA 


29. Eli Towne (1808). Received on Trial 1804 and vas still traveling 


30. Joseph Carson (1809). Borm in Winchester, Virginia in 1785, 

Admitted into the Baltimore Conference at Winchester, Virginia in 
March, 1805. .His first appointment was the state of Pennsylvania. "In 
1809 his Circuit embraced the whole County of Greenbrier with parts of 
Bath and Giles in the Commonwealth of Virginia. There rere trenty-tro 
appointments for four weeks, some fifty miles apart. -He says, "I had 
been told it was a rude country, and a very hard circuit." This he 
found true, it being "not very pleasant to use bear’s meat for. both 
bread and meat." His recompemse was an addition of one. hundred and 
fifty souls to the Church. 2:98,140,149,152,153, ne So 


31, James Watts (1809). Born in Greenbrier County, Virginia,.im 17825 _ 


cenverted at the age of fourteen and admitted into thé Conference 
in 1804. The first year he rode Prince George and Stafford Circuits. 
In 1805 being appointed to the Ohio Circuit he traveled thither one 
hundred miles vith Bishop “Whatcoat of whom he said, "I found him an ex= 
cellent man, and strove to profit by his example." At one of his camp 
meetings he met Bishop Francis Asbury. The privations and labors of — 
Watts rank him among the pioneer heroes of Methodism. On one’ occasion 
he had to move at the eve of winter and had his house to build. At the 
first Quarterly Meeting there he received Trenty-five cents, and in the 
Second between eleven and tyelve dollars. After traversing the whole 
extent of territory from Lake Erie on the north ta Chespedke Bay on the. 
south for forty-eight years with constancy and unwavering fidelity, he ~ 
was granted a Superannuated relation. Ilis last sermon was on Easter 
Sunday ‘from Psalm 13837 "Though I walk through the midst of trouble, 
thou wilt revive me." His illness comtinued but six days. As death 
aprroached he called his family together and gave them his counsel, 
His last words were, "God is a refuge in time of troublé," and raising 
his hands in triumph, he added: "He is my strength. All is Vell, . 
Glory$ Glory}" 24793 30: ‘i os Les foe coke BS te Rae 


82. ‘Beverly Waugh (18120). Born in Fairfax County, Virginia in 1789$ 
‘joined the Baltimore Conferenee inl309; appointed to Yashington in 
1811 and there his solid abilities and hich ‘eharacter sécured him the 


most important positions of his Conferencé. He wag repeatedly appointed | 


to Washington, Baltimore, Fredrick, etc. to 1828 when the General Con. 
ference elected hin book agent at New York where he served eight yearse 


| 
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“He had become one of the prominent men of his denomination, not so much 
by brilliant or popular qualities, as by his well-balanced faculties, 
his comsumate prudence, his exalted character, his devout temper, Christ- 
jiam amenity and effective preaching. Im 1836 the Cincinnati General 
Conference elected him Bishop, The average number of. ministerial ap 
/pointments made by him per annum was 550, They were made from Maine to 
Texas, and from Michigan to Georgiae He died at his work by disease of 
jthe heart at Baltimore in 1858, 2:480; 31: 


1 
| 38, Nathaniel B. Mills (1811). He was the first Methodist preacher to 
| enter Wyoming Valley being @ real hero in his early ministry. Born 
in New Castle County, Deleware on February 23, 17663; converted at seven- 
teen and in 1787 joined the Baltimore Conference, One time he had for 
jhis appointment "Ohio". Being Superannuated in 1824 he became again 
\active from 1825 to 1829 when he was compelled to retire but he preached 
regularly up until the time of his death whemever possible. He preached 
jon the last Sabbath of his life om Judges 5:31. "He wag a holy man of 
God: he was, indeed, one of the last of that highly interesting class of 
men, the primitive school of Methodist ministers." For fifty-eight 
years he served in the ministry. 31: 


| 34. Benedict Reynolds (1812). Received om Trial 1807; Located 1814, 


85. James Charles (1813). Received om Trial 1806; Located 1815. 


86, Jacob Snyder (1814), 

87. John Bull (1815). Received on Trial 1812; Located 1817. It may 
| have been his son, an ex-—Chaplain of the Union Army who said in 
(1863, "Father hated abolition as he hated hell, and considered it the 
worst heresy out of hell." I1.Sup. llsApril 16, 1868, 


88. James Watts (1816-1817). Previously here in 1909. 


ee. eo pee 


89. Robert Boyd (1818). Received on Trial 1815 and still traveling’ 
im 1828,. Fv at ; . 


49, Jacob L. Bromwell (1819). Born in Talbot County, Maryland 17923 
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relation he continued fory years. He died in Morrow County, Indiana in 
1971. As an effective preacher he did good service until his throat be- 
eome affected, then moved to Indiana, where as he was able, he preachea 
in vabins, log school houses, and in the woods. His labors were greatly 
blieossed.s. He became the founder cf a number of Societies in the bounds © 
of Waverly Circuit in the Indiana Conference. Pne umnonia finally . 
brought him to his death beds At times he was rational and once he said 
to a son-in-law that he was glad there was a country that knew no pain 
and that he was not far from ite 2:338,. ‘ Ao, 


41, Johm Miller (1819). He was a well known man and greatly esteemed 
during the extended term of his ministry, a native of Huntington 

County, Pennsvlvania, converted at the age of twenty-two under the 

preaching of Samuel Davis. fe spent Thirty-three years after 1819 in 

the effective work, sixteen on circuits (Of which Greenbrier was the 

first), nine in stations and eight on Districts. He died in Westmini ster, 


hiaryland in 1878 at the ripe age of ninety-four. He was a self~made MAN, | 
endowed with solid and practical qualities, a vise counselor, a judicious) 


administrator, and a good pastor. "Tell all the members of the Balti- 
more Conference, I am dying in the faith, happy in the Lord and vant 
them to meet me in heaven,"became the last me ssage to his brethren, 2% 
261,286,304. spinster: : ed 
426 (1820)... Received on Triall807; Located 1825, 
43. Amos Smith (1820). Being born im Fredrick County,Virginia April 

30, 1795, he died June 30, 1868. .Converted: at a camp meeting near 
Winchester, Virginia he served as a soldier in the ar of 1812 and took 
part im the defense of Baltimore during the bombardment of Fort McHenry» 
Admitted on Trial 1820 he was sent to Greenbrier Circuit (Then embre cing 
a large extent of territory).. He, also, traveled on large Circuits in 
Penasylvanie. He served as Presiding Elder of the Chambersburg District 
two years and filled Fayette Statiom in Baltimore and successive 
Circuits with remarkable revivals in Maryland. During the closing years 
of his life he lived in Pennsylvania, Superannuated in 1863, he ceased 
not te labor preaching often two or three times from Sabbath to Sabnaths. 
A wiolent attack of rheumatism disabled. .him.for a year. ‘Om the evening 
betore his departure he said, "I think I shall go home tonight." "On tue 
morning of January 20, 1868, while. sitting in his chair, he-fell.asleen 
in Christe" 2:460. 


Samuel Montgomery 


KENTUCKY CONFERENCE - GRUENBRIER CIRCUIT 


44, Samuel Montgomery (1821). Here the year before the “change of, 
Conference Se 


45. Amos Smith (182 1). Pastor in 1820. 


46. Edward Stevenson (1822). Received on Tried 1819 and traveling in 
the ministry y yet in 1828. 


47, Harvey Sawyers (1822). As a native -of Allegheny County,.. Virginia 
he was received into the Kentucky Conierence and transferred to tne 

Raltimore Conference. He died in Baltimore September ll, 1827. "He was 

a young man of deep piety,.a cia Bae cies and highly beloved. and re~ 


spected by those who knew es 


48. James Avers (1823). becnteed on Trial in 1822. a 


‘494 Jonathan Ge Tucker (1823). . 


SC. Obadiah Harber (1824). The son of Noah and Judith Harber,- bern in| 


ns ees A OF 


1790 was religiously trained and. became a Christian in 1802. 
Licensed to preach in 1821 he became a member of.-the Conference the 
‘seme veare "He traveled and labored with ETeay. Pia ckeiod and ‘died in 
1827 or 1828, ; 


Sle James Ross (1824). ; a4 , 


52. Samuel Ellis (1825). A native: of PRA Nea England, converted a 
Wesleyan, licensed as a local” preacher he, emigrated to this country 
im 1819 and was admitted to POREPRSHES in ai 2 Solid. and: usefull wees 
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his quakifications as a preacher; industry and punctuality. marked his 
habits; his piety vas deep and consistant. Calm and submissive during 
his last illness he bequested a legacy to the missionary cause and died 
jin holy triumph September 24, 1846 on Saint Mary's Circuit in his sixty- 


\ 


oO year, 2:370. 


153. Wilkliam MeDowell (1825). Born in Franklin County, Pennsylvania 
1795; converted at twenty-one; Admitted om Trial 1822; traveled 

five years and died in the full triumph of the faith im 1627, His short 

race ras pouce see one, furnishing a bright example of LES: and faith 

ful lahorse 2:410.5 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE — ROCHINGHAM DISTRICT - GRUENBRIER CIRCUIT 
64. John Horell (1826), Born ir 1791 at Fairfax, Virginia; admitted in 
1823; a “Van of solid sense and deep piety; amiable, prudecut and. 

“sincere; not showy as a preacher, but sound in doctrine, plain in manner 
and irreproachable in conduct." In all his Circuits seals were given to 
‘his ministry. "When time of his departure came, the messenger found him 
jaftier thirteen years of umremitted labor, dilligently engaged reaping a 
|field ripe to harvest." 2:40]. 


| 55 Hesekiah” Best (1826). Admitted in 1826; he ee hed seven years in 
lin 1857 and removed to the get cdot Ober ioe 28 
56, John Hovell (1827). Here before in 1826. 
7 John Bernard (1827). | 
58. Henry S. Kepler (1829). Could be the samé as Samucl Kepler. 


(69. Hezekiah Best (1830). Here in 1826. 


| 60. -Davirs Kennigon (1831), Ve lkmow that he was not the Little Levels: 
i / “Davi S Kinni son" a | we S ge Be cn. F 


61. Joserh Sprige (2 (1931). i. 
626 ete: Watts (1832). Lilkelythe same man that was here in 1809. 


638. James M. Green (1832). ee: bande 
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64, George G. Brobkts (1293). - Born in Fauquier caters Virginie. ‘208; 
‘died in Berryville, Virginia 1878, closing his fiftieth year. of 
active work, Adtritted on: Trial in the Baltimore Conference, 1829, he . 
wes remarkable: for. constancy and earnestness in his private devotions = 
and for unwavering faith-in the Divine promises. His labors ‘were bless— 

ed path great success in ‘the: conversion of souls. In social life he 
Wigilant and ee ae panaveds We’ served a's Chaplain-in, the ‘Conf édee- 

ate Army during the War and domranded the respect. of all. who. knew him. 

Approaching the otek of his life Rt ‘the second year ‘of. his Servi co, on, 


Hye 
, ose 


a 
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Berryville Circuit(Church,South) where’scores of souls were converted 
during a- protracted meeting of several weeks, when about to retire for 
the night he said to his wife, "If I had some items of temporal business 
attended to, I would be ready to die now." Struck with apoplexy he 
never spoke again. On the Sunday morning folloving he was “absent from 
the body and present with the LORD." ¥*23337, 


65.6 Sens tn kins ES833)}6 


66. J. Wesley Cullum (1834). "Born in East Baltimore 1808; died in 

Baltimore 1886; converted at eight years of age; admitted on Trial, 
1832, and traveled twenty-five years. His pulpit ministrations vere 
peculiarly blessed, particularly to the poor and outcast ones to whom he 
sought to make himself the instrument of salvation. All revered his 
genuine godly simplicity and bore testimony to his unswerving fidelity." 
¥23357 6 


67. James M. Clarke (1834). "Born in Baltimore County, 1806; died in | 

Duneansville, Pennsylvania, 1880. Converted at eighteen, educated 
at Dickinson College, he studied and practiced medicine, until he entered) 
the itinerant ranks in 1831. He was a Christian gentleman in the best 
sense of the word; a true man, a devoted, laborious and successful Metho=) 
ist preacher. Hundreds were led to the cross under his ministry. He. 
died in the full assurance of faith and in glorious triumph." *2:348, 


~ Aap 


68. Stephen Smith (1835). A native of Hampshire County, Virginia; 
converted at the age of: thirteen, was admitted on Trial-iin 1830, at 
the age of twenty-eight. He labored on large and hard circuits vith 
zeal and success for fourteen years at the end of: which im 1844,:his 
health failed and his voice in comsequence of preaching in @ new,damp 
Church, and he was retired. He beeame effective in 1867 and.for five 
years served the charges to which he was assigned. ‘shile riding to an 
appointment on hiorgam Circuit he fell from his horse and in a few days Tt 
exchanged his labors on earth for a home in heaven. "He died of chills - | 
and fevers" "J feel that God is vith me{"was his last exclamation. A 
self-made man mentally, endowed with high spiritual gifts, he added many 
souls to the Church and was greatly esteemed om the Charges where he 
served. His grand daughter, Miss Roberta Dice Smith of Hillsboro, is a ‘ 
member of jesley Chapel Church. *2:463. His accident is 2lso mentioned | 
in the Antobiography.of Bishop William Taylor. slr, 2a 


69 de Planter (1835). 
TO. C. Hartman (1236). | aS 


Fl. Jacob M'Enally (1837). "Was a Pennsylvanian born in Lancaster 

: County 1794; converted im 1829; he served the Church as an active 
and energetic: layman for ten years and ten years,from 1829 in the faith- || 
ful and suceessful work of the ministry. His health failing, he retired | 
in 1839 and lived twenty years at Muncy, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, 
He was humble, cheerful. and. laborious to the extent of his ability, a 
man of prayer.and faith. He died happily March 1859." *2:416,. 


72. . Joseph C.MecKeehen (1839). Born near Abbottstown, Pennsylvania — | 
1810; converted in his twentieth year and Admitted on Trial in.‘ 

1836. For twenty-nine years in active work he was placed on the retires 

ed list. As a preacher he ras thoroughly Scriptural, sound in doctrine, 


| 
| 
ernest, tender and often tearful in delivery. As aman he was‘unselfish- 
in his nature, and gentle in spirit. Said his son, I never heard father 
jsay an improper word or knew him to do @ wrong act." He preached in his 
_ last sermon from the text: "Because I live, Ye shall live also." His 
death came suddenly. 2:418. ; 


73. John W. Osborne 1839) 41840). Located at, mext General Conference 
after 1849 and removed to Chicago. 


, 4. Thomas J. Dyerle (1841), 
75. Lemuel C. Waters (1842-1843), 
1 (76. Samuel Register ( 1844-1845). Born in (ueen Anne! s County, Maryland 


1818; died 1881 in Prince George's County, Maryland; converted at a 
camp meeting (1837) near Baltimore and Admitted in 1840. After traveling 
1 he on Circuits, most of which involved severe toil, he wasstationed 
‘in Baltimore and Washington. He served Rockville District and in 1860. 

. became Presiding Elder of the Roanoke District. He was @ prominent fig 
jure in the famous Conference at Staunton, 186], and later at Alexandria, 
Virginia vhen the majerity of the Conference adhered to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and his appointment to the Baltimore District. — 
‘In the summer of 1869 the Maryland Agricultural College elected him its 
\President3 the office he filled with honor to himself and marked advant— 
lage to the institution. In 1873 he resigned; he served temporarily at ™ 
Moorefield, West Virginia; was successively appointed to the,i/inchester, 
Washington and East Baltimore Districts in which latter work he clesed 
his labor and life. He was recognized as a man of great native strength 
of intellect, which he cultivated by habits of thought and reading. 
\Catholic in spirit, his heart went out in generous sympathy to all Christ- 
jians. His honest convictions impelled him to separate himself from . 
./those with whom he had long been united in Christian fellowship, ai ae 
|severance produced no rupture of brotherly love. . 
In the pulpit he was pre~eminent, ernest, eloquent and at times 
overpowering. Such was his sense of dignity of the sacred office that 

jhe mever compromised it by irreverence of manner or speech. His presence 
|was imposing. The massive frame, the fine arch of the forehead, the deep 
.|set eyes, the overhanging brow bespoke no ordinary man. Four times'he - - 
|w@as elected to the General Conference, prominent in the councils of the 
/Church and in the administration of her affairs, In manners he. combined 
& graceful dignity with gentleness and sweetness. Jith a1] the granduer 
of his character he had the simplicity of a child. His estimate'of him-. 
‘self was far below that held of him by others. His last iliness being 
comparatively short imvolved great suffering but he passed through the 
ordeal vith resignation and the brightest utterances of joyful hope and 
‘rapturous visions of heavenly scenes, He was the grandfather of S- R. 
\Neel, pastor here in 1911-1913, *2:440,441. 
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‘77. George 0. Little 1845). 


17. Fish (1846). 


‘7, James N. Davis (1846-1847). A local proséher} Specs near ssieyiee: 
burg, Virginia 1826; died:in Berkely Springs, Vest Virginia: October 
4, 1898, Reared in a Christian (Campbellite) Church, he first. attended 

\a "Methodist meeting in his seventeenth year and was wonderfully converted. 


WO~ 


His brother was a bishop in the United Brethren Churche Acting on the 
adviee of this brother he entered the Circleville Academy in Ohio and 
became adilligent student, especially of the classics He had, after, 
entering upon the itinerancy im 1848 some of the hardest work in the 

Conference but whatever he found to do he did with all his might. His 
fidelity to every obligation was recognized by all who knew tthe man, . 
Being a devout Christian none more faithfully studied the ‘Jord than he 


and read all the best authors. He was a fine sermonizer. He had preacha|" 


ed an admirable sermon on the Sabbath morning on which he was taken sich.!* 


He lingered only two days and went to glorye 2:360% 

At a Quarterly Conference held on the Huntersville Circuit in 1846, 
after making application for license to bei and being examined on the 
Doctrines and Articles of the Methodist Episcopal Church, his license 
vas not granted, (Must be an error in the Minutes) but in "1847 he is sup- 
plying the Circuit as presicher in charge until Conferences. 20:G. 


80. James hi. Clark (1847~ 1849) Here in 1834, 
Bl. de We Start (1849-1850). . 


82. .Enoch G. Jamison (1850). Born in Stafford County, Virginia; died 
near Newport, Giles County, Virginia, December 10, 1880; Admitted. 
on Trial 1841 and served with faithfulness in arduous ie Baar and 
mountain. circuits, often with successe He Located in 1871; readmitted . 
in 1878 and was given a Superannuated relation till his devth., Some— 
what eccentric, he was at the same time zealous, laborious and piouse 
He died in, peacee 2:401. 


B30. hore = Ee. he Cline: 4 (1852-1833). Born. near Allexandria, Pennsylvania, | 

. April 8, 1817; died suddenly in the parsonage at J/olfsbure, Penn- 
sylvania , December. 22, 1879; converted in early life and admitted on | 
Trial in 1841. He was a fait thful and comsi stant Christian minister of | 
more than ordinary abilities, aman of afi ‘airs, building Churches, (eiphl 
ed with Little Levels, Yesley Chapel) and paying Church debts and at the 
, same time very.effective in the pulpit, sound in doctrine, fearless in 
-his statements of truth, often illustrating eh ais with Waa and strik- 


ing. original remarks, incidents and anecodess 23416. “am . 


84, Pastor not known m_ (1853-1 NBGA a)e, 
| LavISBURG DISTRICT . BALTINOR CONFS" ENCE ~ LITTL2 LEVELS CHARGE. 
85... “Lerenzo D. Nixon (.t 854-1855)» Born. in Loundoun County, Virginia — 


July 28, 1811; converted ats at seventeen; a local preacher eight years; 


twenty years,’ from 1854, in the traveling ministry; a model. of meekness. 


and simplicity, eysheun bec in his work and a faithful. and laborious ser— || 


vant of Jesus Christ, full of faith and of the Holy POS 2:432,433. 
86. Pastor not known (1855-1856). | 

87. Pastor not Imovn (1856-1857). = » SAME eae RCO 
886. Pastor. astor.not known (1! 857-1858) « eisai. 7 i ire oe 


89. ie Sy Gordner (ISSO) e4¢- “Admitted om Trial Narch 18535 living yet: | 


in 1907, 23006 
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190. J. P. Etchinson pga 12 bP Born in Montgomery County, Maryland 
Septernber 22, 18 ied at Arlington, Maryland May 31, 1876; con. 
iverted im his seventeenth year and admitted to Conference 12852, A man 
sof rare piety and zeal, undiminished by feeble health, and often by ex- 
‘treme sufferings, he was induced to rest one year, but his love for the 
)Church and the souls of men forced him back to his lowed employ. Never— 
itheless, his rork vas donee. He fell at his post a victum of pneumonia, 
Of him it may with truth be said that he loved God and his fellowmen. 
Like his Master he lived for otherss Far from seeking place, preferment, 
pease and the applause of men, his purpose was purely "to do the work of 
pian evangelist and make full proof of his ministry." He died with un- 
iwavering confidence in God and conscious victory through the Blood of 
‘the Lamb. He adhered with his brethren. in 1866 to the Methodist Epis-— 
‘eopal Church, South. 2: 372. 
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‘91. _Pastor not known (1860-1861). 
(92. Pastor the same as in 1860. (1862). 


93. James F. Liggett (1863). arn in Greenbrier County, Virginia 
April 13, 1831; died at Churchville, Virginia in April, 1875;- con- 
‘verted at seventeen years of age and ented the Conference in 1855, An 
‘earnest preacher (in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.), a faith- 
ful pastor, @ successful revivalist, he vas ready always to go where the 
) @ppoimting power thought he could vork best. He died at his post in 
great peace and triumphe 2:409. Ca 


)94. A. A. P. Neel (196421865). Actually from March 14, 1964— Varch 9, 
1865- S. Re Neel, a son, later was pastor at Little Levels. _ 


) 95. Ps Se E. Sixes (1865-1868). Born in Saint Thomas, Pennsylvania in. 

18323; died in New Castle, Virginia Décgember 25,1904; converted in 
early life and-admitted in 1855. His active work in the Conference ex- 
tended over a period of fourteen years, .when failing health made it ne- 
cessary-for him to retire, He resumed his active relation in. 1891] and 
worked acceptably in the Church, South for five yearse His feeble .. 
health again constrained him to take a Superannuated relation, which he 
held to the close of his life. Though hindered by a delecate constitu 
tion, he was faithful in serving large and mountainous circuits, meeting 
with success in Winning souls to Chri st and faithful im the di scharge of 
his duties in both the pulpit and pastorate. at ‘458-459. 
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Meg. WJeoPestivde, (1868-1060). -. * 1 RS sea Ae ere i 

BT, dsc H; Meridith. (1868-1869). | 7 20 eee 3 
98. J Janes EB. Moore (12 8683-16690). | tithe. ‘the local Be pags re 


mare te oe the work of ‘Of the Conference. yeare 


fot. Cand: Joyce CIB TO0L1B 73) & 


100. J..Rembert Smith 
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102. L. He Baldwin (1873-1874). He is remembered as the one who prayed 


for rain one clear Sunday morning Nien a drouth and before the 
service vas over the rain was pouring down. 25 
103. Pastor not known (1874-1875). 
104, J, Re VarHorn (1875-1878). 


105. V. W. Wheeler (1878-1881). He was the father of the late Rev, Dr. 
Harry wheeler of the West Virginia Annual Conferences 


106. S. Townsend (1881-1884). 

1O7. A. O. Armstrong (1884-1885). 

108, L. H. Graybill (1885-1886). 

109. WW. E, Miller (1886-1890). 

110. Gieeseow ce Sydenstricker oot LOO eee He vas an RA of laaae 

Oak Grove Bho ei terinn Crick at the same times 

Ill, As C. Hamill (1894-1896). 

112. JohnH. Dills (1896-1900). Pastor here when the present Wesley 
Chapel was built. He now lives at Route #2, Marion, Vir aieee 

(See suppliment and pictures.) : 

112, We Je Yhitesell L1_( 1900-1902). He died August 7, 1950. 

114, Charles Lynch (1902-190 S)s | 

WSeu Ce &e MeClintic (1905)... fA asi stant ‘pastor) He did not ‘elain to 
have a call to the ministry. Later he became. warden of the West 

Virginia Penitentary at Moundsville, Vest. Virginia. He held several 

prominent state offices, ety 

116, Je Me York .(1905-1908). 

il?. ___. Roberts (22222). 

118. L. Bs Atkins (1908-1911). 

119. Samuel Register Neel (1911-1913). He came here in, the spring of 
I9il and left in April 1913. There were fourteen’ ‘appointment s on 


the charge and many of them were in lumber-towns and lumber camps, most 
of which no longer exist. Rev. Curtis Lambert assisted him the first 


year ‘and Rev, ie Le. Goodall the second: year. Services were held at Wesley 1 


Chepel each Sabbath. WNany of the boys and girls of “Wesley Chapel in 


those days are still workers in the Church today. S. R. Neel is now re- | 


tired, having preached fifty years. He now resides at 311 Maryland 
Avenue, Cumberland, Maryland, ane “Se al aie Fe i ll 


120. Curtis C. Lambert (1921-1912). Born in Pendléton County, West’ 
Virginia September 10, 1886; began ministry at Huttonsville in 
19093; went to Greenbank as assistant pastor, thén came to Hillsboro in 
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‘the same capacity. He spent thirty~five years as pastor in Western Vir- 
ginia and vest Virginia, While here as pastor he visited Mr Edd 
\Bobblett on the mountain above Marvin Chanel. He says, "When I got 
‘there I found Mr. Bobblett trying to set up @ new hay rake which he had 
‘just bought. He had so far failed; I assisted him until it vas all put 
|together, rhen he looked at me and said, "Preacher, you are good for 
\something, aren*t you?" He married while here and the new couple roomed 
vand boarded at Mr. Sam Sheets! homes. Rev. Lambert was a graduate of 
|\Emory University at Atlanta, Georgia. He retired in 1954 and became 
pastor "emeritus" of the Crim Memorial Methodist Church at Phillipi, West 
|Virginia. He remained in that position until his death, January 15, 1963, 


121. A. Le Goodell (1922-1913) Assistant to S. R. Neel. 
222. W. Fe Lowance (1923-1915). 


) 123. D. Eye (1915-1919). The son of Benjamin and Barbara Rexrode 
cr born August 6, 1879 at Sugar Grove, West Virginia; moved from 
‘sugar Grove to Listenburg, Pennsylvania where he received license to 
‘preach in 1903 and served as junior preacher. Im 1904 he was admitted 
jinto the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Upisconal Church, South. 
\Miss Lela hk. Lupton of Gerradstown, Vest Virginia became his bride in 
|December, 19056. To this union there were born three children. Miss 
Catserine Hye, a former missionary to Africa, now residing in Harri son 
jburg, Virginia was the oldest. He went from Hillsboro to the Union 
ES His last Charge before retirement was the Montgomery Circuit, 
. 


\Monvovia, Maryland. He retired im Jume 1945 and married as his second 
wifes, Mrs. Florence Viseman of Harrisemburg, Virginia. ‘He is an anvelid 
nor «nd resides at Bridgewater, Virgimias 

fle says concerning Hillsboro that there were never any better “%oilts 
the% lived than those at Hillsboro. The most significant event durin: 
/bis ministry here was the flu epidemic of November 1918 when there vere. 
.” bedfast at one time and only seven left not having the flu that were 
j@oie to travel and wait upon the ill ones. Mr. Bye was one of the favor- 
ea at that time. 


)124,. George H. Echols afaiae (i3ie0 -1923). ilar 

. 2 

| 125.. Wa Clarke Barly _ (1923-1925) ), <Avnative of Staunton, Virginia; he 

; died of a heart attack at Gaithersburg, Maryland at the age of 
forty years, April 4, 3¢ __3 he was admitted to the Baltimore Comference, 
| Methodist Episcopal Church, “South in 1918; ordained deacon 1920 and an © 
elder in 3922. At first he vas a junior preacher at Fairfield’ and Col- 
Jherstown before coming to Hillsboro, \iést Virginia, He died while pastor 
| of Fredrick Avenue Methodi st Church Baltimore, Maryland. The evening be-= 
| fore his death he had preached to the District Conference on'"The Un- 

| failing Love". His wife was the former Miss Ruth Bevers and they had one 
son, LauresSe ae - 


) 126. W. Lawson (1925-2927) 6 


127. HKarnest T. Harrison (192721930). He arrived in Hillsboro trie fall 
of 1927. Some good heart-varming revivals took place during his 
‘ministry here. Their daughter, Florencey. was borm here. He says, "The 
three years that we spent in llillsboro were haces of joys “never having - 
been among a more lovely Ear 
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128. Le Le Lowance (1930-1931). 
129. Gs Re Fringer (1931-1933). 
130, We .M. Reynolds (1939-1934). 
132, Je H. Light (1934-1936). 


132. Ae De Kesler (1936-1937). Born at Sterm Hill, three miles east 

of Roanoke, Virginia 1904; spent boyhood on-the farm; he was & 
traveling salesman and later a farmer. He graduated from Jefferson 
Senior’High School Roanoke, Virginia im 1929 and that fall entered Duke 
University Jurham, North Carolina as a freshman. In 1933 he graduated 
with an A, B. degree and in 1935 with a B.D, degrees. He was admitted to 
the Baltimore Conference of the \.ethodist Hpiscopal Chureh, South in the 
fall of 1935 and assigned to Paint Bank Circuit. The next year he be- 
came pastor of the Levelton Circuit, Hillsboro, vest Virginia. He went 
from here after one year to Hedgesville, West Virginia. His wife was 
the former Virginia ankin Peters of Eagle Rock, VELBA S They have 
two children, Ae De, Jre and Mary. 


133. L. S- Shires (1937-1942). Born in 4 log cabin in the Wolfe Creek 

Community of | Monroe County, West Virginia; from.infancy he was 
taken to Sunday School and preaching. At the age of fourteen he accepted 
Christ a@s his Saviour in @ revival in a school ‘house. There he led his 
first prayer meeting. His father vas a class leader, too. On Sunday 
afternoons his ‘other, brother and he rould take their Bibles to a quiet 
piace and réai. their Bibles verse aboute He prized highly that exper- 
serge. He later taught the one school of his boyhood and vwa's granted a 
seholar ship to Concord Normal School. He finished school at: Randolph 
Macon, completing the four years course in three years, For several 
years he headed the. Allegheny Collegiate Institute at Aldersony a Meth— 
odist school. |. 

Coming to Hillsboro from Iron Gate, Var ce tae he served for five © 
yeers, longer than any. other pastor until . then. From here he’ went 
4o Williamsburge He was a man of sterling quality, gentle,- kind, full 
of thanksgiving, humility and a Christ-like spirit which made his minis 
try effective. Mr. Shires vas the first man ever. granted a. wacation. 
with pay by the Levelton Charge. That vacation he spent in a hospital 
in Baltimore... Illness overtook him in his eighteenth . year.in. the mini s— 
try while he was pastor at Buchhanan, Virginia. He retireato Iron Gate, 
Meni tine wherehe. continued as an invalid for years. until his’ deaths 


134, Ke a _Marshall Ql 942-1947}. Born ‘August 15, 1880 at Fabius, West 
’ Virginia, som of Saruel and Martha. Fex Marshall;~attended Hardy 
County Schools and Glenville State. Teacher s:: ‘College; Admitted on Trial 
March 30 1917 into the Baltimore Conference of the Methodist Epi scopal 
Church, South and he ras. ordained a deacon in:'1920 and-an elder in 1923. 
Before becoming a minister he had taught school for fifteen years. Hé: 
had been converted im early life. After Levelton he served the Mineral 
Charge at Headsville, West Virginia. He died in.195]1 at Martinsburg, 
West Virginia. 20:Ke (1951 Article by The Reverend Harry vheeler) 
E35, Aa de-Schrader_ (1947-1949). Born’ ape i5, 1922 at ‘Pittsburg, 
, Pennsylvania; attended Pittsburg city schools and graduated from 
South. Hills’ High Sehool; graduated from Mount Union, Alliance, Ohio with 
an A.B. degree June 1944; entered Boston University School of Theology 
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sand became student assistant to the pastor of Tremont Street Methodist 
‘Church, Boston, Massachusetts. Serving for-one year; im 1945 transferred 
‘to Duke Divinity School and completed class studies before becoming 
jpastor here in 1947 and he was ordiained deacom at Clarksburg in the fall 
sof 1947. Elder's orders were received in 1949 at Charleston after two 
jyears on the Levelton Charge. Returning to Duke he received his B,D, 
idegree in 1950. Transferring to the Virginia Conference his appointment 
i'was Herndon, Virginia. : 
He &s largely responsible for the interest in and the building of 
the new brick parsonage next ta Wesley Chapel Church. Through an auction 
gale the furnishings of the old parsonage were disposed of and new ime 
ee mahogany furniture purchased for four rooms at the new parsonage, 
Kitchen equiptment was bought at wholesale at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 
jand installed by the father of the minister. The marble window sills 
‘were purchased and given personally by the Reverend Schrader. The pare 
sonage was completed and all but two thousand dollars of the debt paid 


| ; 
‘during his stay here. 


(186, TT. E. Painter (1949-1951). (Then an accepted Supply Pastor), 
During his pastorate the main and last part of the debt on the new 

parsonage was paid. He went to Killarney, west Virginia from here, Now 

ihe is pastor of the Burlington Methodist “hurch at Burlington, West 

| Virginia and is the Director of our Methodist Orphanage there. 


137, Frank A. Johnson. (1951-1955). Born at Brookside, West’ Virginia 
in 1907, som of Amaziah and Eva Long Johnson; converted at the age 
of thirteen; called to preach at fifteen; graduated from Asbury College 
in i932 with an AsB. degree; received on Trial into the Annual Conference 
oi the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1932; ordaimed a deacon 1934 and tn 
el’ver 1936; married Mary Elizabeth Doty in 1936 and they have one son, 
jheck, age fourteen.-A brother is in the Virginia Conference of the 
| hetnodist Church:and a brother-in-law is in the Ohio Conference of the 
| sa2e Church, Since college he has done graduate work at Westmjni ster 
| Theological Seminary and at West Virginia University. . 
"The National: \joman's.Christian Temperance Union in order to get 
| sermons which could be published in form, had a preaching conteste Our 
| own Rev, Frank A. Johnson placed second in the Eastern Zone, The sube 
jeztof his sermon was, "The Report of Demon Drink to Satanic Majesty." 
His honorarium was a check for fifty dollars. ‘when the reports rere all 
in , Mr, Johnson. placed third in the National class. The check was for. 
the neat,sum of one hundred dollars." (Pocahontas Times, April 14, 1955) 
The sermons in the above natical contest were published by the _ 
Association Press.of New York, New York in 1956. hire Johnson moved from 
this Charge to the Gormania Charge in Grant County, West Virginia and — 
Garrett County Maryland, while there the Mount Storm Methodist Church _ 
had one of his sermons published called, "Sunday, the Christian Sabbath". 
In 1958 the Rodeheaver-Hall Mack bought from Mr, Johnson @ play for a 
Christmas service entitled, ."The Star Out of Jacob" and published it the 
following year. It is sti tl on sale by that Company. He is now pastor 
of the South Fork Charge at Brandywine, West Virginia. 


SEE LE SR 


Villis Summer 1955-21958}. Born at Horner, West Virginia; he is 
the son of Mrs. Ada H. Summers and the late Roy Summers, Glenville 
State College gave him his A.B. degree in 1945 and Westminister Theolog- 
ical Seminary gave him a S.T.Bedegree im 1950. Im 1946 he married Aleis 
Doris Sparks of Sparks, West Ree ERte and they have three ddughtersy, 
Judith.Ann, Catherime Marie and Frances Marion. His first full time 
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pastorate was the }i't. Zion Charge in Calhoun County in 1946. He served 
im the Huntington and Bluefield Vistrics after graduating from seminary 
and came from the Bartley Methodist Church to the Levelton Charge. In 
1957 he was honored by being elected Chairman of the Section om world 


Peace of the Vest Virginia Comference Board of Christian Social and 
Economic Relations. 


139. Le Ee Milam (1958-1960). 
140. Paul Riegel (1960-1961). 


i411, Oven M. Lee (1961- _. Present pastor. 


ALPHABETICAL INDEX OF PASTORS UNTIL 3963 


1. Acuff, Francis 38. Harrison, Earnest T. 
2. ATrs, James 39. Hartman, C. 

ies Armstrong, Awe Cr ; 40. Henkle, Saul 

Ay Atkins, Lis Be 41. Henley, Edmund 

ae Baldwin, Ly Hs rae Hopkins, ws D. 

G6. Bernard, Joab 43e Howell, John 

7. Best, Hezekiah 44, Hyde, J.P, 

8. Bird, Richard 45. Jarisom, Emoch Ge 
9, Bolton, Robert 46. « JohnsonyFrank A, 
IS; Boyd, Robert 47. Jones, James 
il, Bromwell, Jacob Le | 48. Joyce, Ce Ac 

i265 Brook®, George EH. 49. Kennison, Davis 
13, Budd, Thomas 50° Kepler, Henry S. 
144 Bull, John Sie Kesler, Ae Da 
15. Burge, Adar 52. Kobler, John 
lé, Carson, Joseph 586! Lambert, Canale 
17, Carter, Benjarin 54, Lawson, We 
1g, Carter, Je W, 556 Lee, Oven Me 
19, Charles, James 56. Liggett, James P. 
2). Clarke, James Mie Dil sha asett guides Ee 
el. Cullam, J. Wesley 58. Little, George 0. 
22, Davis, James M. | 096. Lowamce, L. Le 
23. ills, John H. 60. Lawance, We Pe 
24, wryle, Thomas J, 61. Lymeh, Charles 
25, Early W. Clarke 62. Marshall, R. De 
26. Ecols, George He | 63. Martin, George 
2% Ellis, Samuel 64. Matthews, Lasley 
28. Etchinson, de P. 65, MeClintic, Cliff F. 
2Fe Eyey wa De 66. MeClure, Thomas F, 
306 Fish, __ 67. McDowell, William 
3l. Fringer, G. R. 68. McEnnally, Jacob 
32. Gardiner, J. S. 69. McKeehen, Joseph Ge 
33. Goodal, A. L. 70. Meridith, J. He 
34. Graybill, L. H,. Tl, Millen, Le Bs 
35. Green, James hi, 42. Miller, John 
36. Hamill, A. C. 713« Miller, W..B. 
37. Harber, Obadiah 74, Wills, Nathaniel B, 


75. Montgomery, Samuel . 103. Smith, John 
16 Moore, James EE. fd, oe RO4K Smith, J. Rembert 
77, Mooring, Christonvher S. ~ . 105. Smith, Stephen 
78, ‘Neel,’ Ae A. Pe 106. Snyder, Jacob 

' TD Neel, S. R. 107. Spencer, William 
80. Nixon, Lorenza D. 108. Sprigg, Joseph 
81. Osborne, John W. 109. Start, J. We 
82. Painter, Te. Es 110. Stenemson, Edward 
83. Phebus, William 112. Steward, Samuel 
84. Phillips, Josiah 112., Stier, Fredrick 
85. Pinnell, Joseph 113. Summers, Willis 
86. Planter, J, 114. Swift, Richard 
87. Poythress, Francis 115. Sydenstricker, Cris 

| 88. Register, Samuel 116. Towne, Eli 

| 89. Reynelds, Benedict 117. Townsend, S. 

| 90. Richardson, Jesse 118. Tucker, Johathan A. 

f @l. Riegal, Paul R. 119. VarnHorn, J. H. 

| 92. Riggin, James 120. Ward, James 

| 93. Roberts, 121, Waters, Lemuel C, 

io4. Ross, Daniel 122, Watts, James 

| 95. Rossy James 123. ifaugh, Beverley 

| 96. Sale, Anthony 124, Weeks, Sakathiel 

| 97, Sawyers, Harvey 125. Wheeler, Ve. We 
98.4 Schrader's, Ae Je 126. ‘Yhitesell, gar 
99. Shires, L. S. L227. York, Je Me 


100. SUXE Sy Pe De E. 
1OL, Smith, Amos 
EO % smi th ; Jame § 


PREACHERS AND LOCAL PREACHERS WHO MAY HAVE HELD SERVICES AT THE 
WHITE POLE MERTING HOUSE 


Jacob Cook, the brother of Valentine Cook, Sre, settled with him 
nevr Union, West Virginia, They were cousins of Captain Cook, the cel- 
éhrated voyager. Jacob Cook was a local preacher but traveled exten- 
sively. 


Valentine Cook, Jr. ‘as one of the most unique characters. He was 
born in Pennsyjwania, having but few advantages, yet he managed to ace 
‘Quire the rudiments of an English and Germam education. His fondness 
for hunting, his providential escape from the Indiams, his fine qualities 
of mind and heart, his happy conversion under the preaching of the Methe 
odist itinerant, his call to preach and his rapid progress at Cokesbury 
Coliege are attractively told in Dr. Edward Stevenson's biographical 
(sketch. "Wonderful in the pulpit; overwhelming in the discussion of 


i\Methodist doctrine; useful and successful until his health failed him; 
'Primeipal of Bethel Academy im Kentucky (The second Methodist education- 
‘al institution in America); imdefatigable im seeking the lost; and to 
the very end of his life, instrumental in saving multitudes of souls, he 
(has left an indelible impression on the various sections of the wide 
field through which he traveled. He was am instance of triumph of in- 
|tellect and goodness over singular physical defects, Afigure without 
(symmetry, with long limbs, stoop shouldered, a long neck projected at 
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right angles from, between his shoulders, remarkably low forehead, small 


deeply sunken hazl eyes, @ prominent Roman nose, a large mouth, thin lips; 


sallow complexion, coarse black hairy with here and there a thread of 
gray - he presented an eccentric appearance that could not fail to im 
pressof its very singularity. But when he began to speak all these pe- 
cularities were forgotten as attention was arrested by the tomes of his 
voice and words thatburned by the Spirit's mighty power into the hearts 
of his hearers produced wonderful effect in comforting believers and 
saving sinners.e He died as he had lived, stromg in faith, giving glory 
40 God." 


William Phoebus (---- 1785). May have been the first preacher sent 
to what became the Greenbrier Circuit. Born im Somerset, Connecticut in 
1754; he was one of the earliest Methodist in this part of the state. 
After traveling about fifty years he located and studied and practiced 
medicine in the city of New York until 1806 when he reentered the Con: 
ferences He occupied important positions until 1821 when he became @ . 
Supernumery membere He died im 1831 at the age of seventy— seven yearse 
He attended the Christmas Conference where the Methodist Episcopal . 
Church was organized. He was characterized by a philosophic cast of 
mind, an able but not a popular preacher and possessed of literary, abil-— 
ities much superior to the average attainments of his fellow laborers. . 
He edited a magazine for some time in behalf of the Methodists. His... 


brethren pronounced. him in the Minutes Obituary: "A man of great in- . , 


tegrity of character, uniformly pious, deeply read in the Scriptures, a 


sound, experimental and practical preacher",and, "He sveetly fell asleep | 


in Jesus." (Minutes of 1832). 


THE BEAR STORY OF 1790 * 


"A family by the name of Naylor was living about the top of the 
Gillian mountain. Their house stood on the Stamping Creek side of the 
field where the Karly Ruckman barm now stands. The mother being sicky 
the father took a child of the familyto the field where he was plowing 
and left it om a stump (likely in a hollow stumn) or about the furror.,. 
he later was horrified to see a bear carring away his child. The alerm 
was screamed over the mountain side to the Cochran home. Some men gave 


chase to the bear and following it they found only the feet, of the child.|) 
There is today a field only a short distance from where the White Pole | 


Meeting House stood called the "Naylor" Field. It is om the farm of 
Mra John Wimer of Millpoint, West Virginia. I+ was mamed for the child, 
it being the place from which the bear carried the child." 253 - Potesne 


_*The date given by Bishop Asbury in his Journal of his visit to 
John MeNeel’s in 1790.: r 7 ; 


oy 


at . )PIRST, SETTLERS IN LITTLE LEVELS. ©... 004 | 
- John MeNeel, Edward Kimnison, Charles Kinnison, Jacob Kinnison, John 
Hill, James.Callison, Richard Hill, James Burnsides, James Lewis, John 
Dick, Samuel Gilliland, James Brindle, Charles Clendenning, Thomas David, 
John Day, John Davis, Nathaniel Day, Nathan Gilliom, John MeCennis, John) 
Poage, Stephen Sewell and the Oldhams. iis Mee : “5 


at | 


| 
int 
i 


pes EH. Ce. Sheets — 1951 


LAY DELS DELIGATES ee ANNUAL CONFERENCES 


10. Mirsi Belle Auldridge -1960, 


NOTE: For the absent years from 1944 to the present time the lay 


delegates were from the other Churches of the Circuite 


CHURCH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS AND THE YEAR OF ELECTION 


I. Joel Hill — 6. Samuel Sheets ~ 1927 

f2. Re. We Hill =~ 1895 7. Sy Ds Kirk — 1991, 

“Pen Dre Te Ge Cook — 1908 82 Ge We Clendenin — 1932 

| 4. John Raine — 1910 9. G He. LaRue — 1948 

| 5. Frank P. Kidd —- 1915 *10.4 Mrse Clinton Hill = 1956~ 


|* Denotes present superintendent. 
(Our records are very incomplete until 1895.) — 


SOME OF THS DELEGATSS TO DIST?ICT CONFSRINCES FROM WESLEY CHAPEL 


(Yith dates of election or service) 


Joseph Beard — 1871 
Joel Hill -— 1871 
Ria We Hi 1 - 1897, 1898 5) EB99 9 1900, 1901, 1902, 1903. 
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Josevh Beard — 1863, 6. Mrse Ge We Clendenin - 1953, 
Pichard Auldridge ~ 1940, 1941, 7. Miss Re Dice Smith - 1954, 1957, 
L. Pr. Anderson = 1942, 1943, 1961. 
Se De Kirk - 1949, 1950, 19524 Se Ae ies Walker ~ 1956. 


9e Miss Margaret Lanue + 1958,1959, 


G. Re Curry — 1897, 1899, 1901, 1902, 1903, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 


19183, 1915, 1916, 1917, ° 32918, 21919, 1920, 1923, 1924,-- 
Dr. Ce We Eskridge - 1898, 19ld, 
Isaac McNeel — 1898, 
G. W. Callison ~ 1900, 1925, 19128. 
S. G. Payne — 1908, 1921, 1915. 
H. W. Burgess — 1909. 


4 He ge Harper ~ 1916, I917T,. 19296 


Samuel Sheets — 1916, 1919, 1925, 1927, igea9, 1990, 


‘Sherman McCarty — 1917. 


G. Le Carlisle —- 1919, 1927. 

A. C. Stillwell — 1919, 19239, 

Miss Margaret LaRue — 1919, 1959, 1960. 

Miss Re Dice Smith - 1920, 1990, 1933, 1944. 

Ge Pe Hill — 1924, 19276 

Mrs. H. We, Harper -~ 1925. 

Gilbert Morrison ~ 1929, 1930, igol, 1932, 1933, 31934, - 1935, 
1937, 1938, I939 

Mrse Carl Beard = "1929, 1930, 1940, 1941, 1942. : 

Re He Auldridge - - 1930, ‘ 


1936, 
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22. Mrse R. H. Auldridge ~ 1930, 1960, 196]. .- 

23. Frank K. Johnson = 1933, 1934. 

24. Mrse I. Be Shrader = 1934, : 

25% Ee Cy Sheets — 19355. 19 38,. Ae { 

26. Wilbur Moore =~ 1935, ‘ 

27. Mrse Je H. Light - 1935. 

28. Denny Ruchman - 1939, 

2%e Mrse Gs. we Clendenin = 1939, 

30. Dr. Lillie Holliday — 1942. 

ok. Mrs. Marvin Smith —- 1943, 1944, 1945, 

O2e Ge We Clendenin = 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947, 

33. GH. LaRue -— 1948, 1949, 21950, 1952, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 
34. A. F. Walker - 1948, 

356 Mrse George Hill ~ 1948, 1949, 1950, 

36. Lloyd Payne ~ 1951], 

37 Mrse Guy Kinnison-1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, 

38. Mrse Clinton Hill ~ 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 
39, Miss Jane Sheets — 1955, 


SOME WESLEY CHAPEL LAY LEAD 
(And dates of Brin 


I. John Raine - 1910 8. Frank K. Johnson - 1931 
20. Es. Pe Kidd — 1914 9, Ee C. Sheets — 1938 

Sc Ase Ce Stillwell - 1917 10. Chester C. Farmer - 1952 
4, Samuel Sheets - 1919 -~ . J1,. Elmer VWymer -— 1954 . 
5. George Hill = 1925 12. Denny Ruckman — 1957 

6o Se D. Kirk - 1926 13. Marion Hilt - 1959 

7. George Le. Carslile — 1927 14. Graham LaRue - 1961 


a PRESIDENTS OF OF WOMAN'S SOCT ur Es Shs CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


1. Mrse Carl Beard - 1940 Ge Ma So) Tate Sheets = 1954 
20 Mrse Marvin Smith - 1943 7. Mrss Elmer ,Wymer - 1956 | 
3e Mrse Lovic Vaubhn — 1946 .6« Miss Margaret LaRue - ‘1957 


4. Mrse George Hill - 1948 Se Mrs. Joseph Smith - 1959- 
Se Mrse Guy Kinni son ~ 1e5] sy hes : 


PRESIDENTS OF Migs} Ons eo SOCEETY 


1. Mrse We De Eye ~ 1916 wee Ma caus Dice Smith 


y° 


WESLEY CHAPEL AND THE ae OF THEIR f 


HER SEES OF 


, .ELECTYON .: 
1. Milburn pe cine - 1923 | Ay ree pa - 1923 
26 Gail Auldridge ~ 1923" : ‘ ~ §.‘Claude Warren ~ 1923 
3. Glen Smith - 1923 6. Gilbert Morrison — 19237. 


George Milburn Curry 
Hat Lsboro . W.Va. 


This is the picture of 
Milburn Curry when he 
was a senior in the 
Hillsboro High School 
and a Junior Steward 
at Wesley Chapel. His 
father before him ser- 
ved many years as an 


official of this 
church. 
Dr. George Milburn 


Curry is now a member 
of the Editorial Board 
of the Methodist 
Church at Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


The William Clendenen Home 
“old Cave Fort Clendenen" 


built at the entrance of the 


at the 


mouth of "Stamping 


Creek." The foundation of this home can still be seen 


ag thisewratineg , 
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SOME OF THe EPWORTH LEAGUE PRESIDENTS 


‘I. Cw. We Eskridge - 1907 Se Mrse Dakota Nottingham — 1930 
\2. Mrse S. R. Neel — 1912 6. Lewis W. Lowance — 1932 

\3e Miss Re Dice Smith —- 1914" 7. Lucy Auldridge — 1933 

\4. Miss Margaret LaRue - 1917 : 


PRESIDENTS OF. OF a Ae FELLOWSHIP 


1. Ruth Hill - 1944 ’ : : Ge Janice eather - 1953 


|2. Mary ks Dalton - 1946 7 7, Ruth Moore — 1954 

(36 Bonita Anderson — 1948 . 8. Louise Hollandsworth -. 1955 
|4,. Thomas Walker — 1949 9. Wilma Moore — 1959 

15. Patty Burns - 1951 10. Peggy Evans - 1961- 


STEVARDS OF WESLEY CHAP CHAPELS 


(With the dates of their first election so far as pete 


| 1. John Hill = 1948 : 36. E. C. Sheets ~ 1928 

| 2. John MeNedll -— 1848 aS 37 R, He. Auldridge :- 1930 

| Se Ge We. Amiss — 1852. ate ee *38. Miss R« Dice. Smith - 19.31 

| 4. James Edmiston ~- aR yeE es, : 39. R. W. Rogers = 1932 

IS. George Re Curry - 1895. ... 40. Mrse Frank Harper as fener: Pe 

les. R. We HELL - 1895 41, Pauline Shrader — 1934 

| 7. Ellis McCarty -- 1895-1934, *42, Mrs, Gs ii, Clendenin — 1935 

8S. N. C. Be Kinnison - 1895 ._. %¥43, A, Fe Walker - 1935 

| 9. George Ge Clendenin = 1895 44, Lucy Auldridge — 1935 

| lo, E, H. Moore - 1895 45. Denny Ruckman - 1938 

121, Joseph S. MeNeel - legs. 46. Richard McCarty - 1938° 

|} 22, C. We Eskridge - 19898 oo. 06+)06 647, Dre Lillie Holiday - 1938 

lis. He. We Burgess - 1901. 48. L. P. Anderson = 1038 | 

| 14, Frank Hill ~ 1902 ee er 49. Guy Kinnison - 1943 

mo. G. We Callison - 1902 . me 50. Carl A, Ruad = 1948 

} 16. Dr. T. G Cook - 1907 51. Elmer Wymer ~ 1948 

paz. Ww H. Burgess - 1907 _ . mes 526 Ce C. Farmer — 1950 

| 18, T. C. Burgess - 1907 , 53. John Troudt -— 1950 

| aS. We D. Clark — 1907 : *54. Mrsa Clinton Hill -1952° Ay age 

120, S. J« Payne = 1908. vers *55. Mrsa Cleveland Harvey - (1954 

| 21. Jolien Raine - 1910 56, Remus May - aoe 

| 22. “ohn Raine — 1911 57. Dan Skaggs —- 195 

ies. 2. H. Callison - 2911 | #58, Graham Letue - 1957 

24. Il. Ae Overholt — 1913 59. Mrse 1. Be Shrader = 1957 
25. H.~ We Harper - 1913 60. Mrse Georgia Vaughn — 1958 
26, Sherman McCarty - 1913 a *61, Ralph Burns — 1959 
2%. Joseph S, MeNeel — 4913 - *62. Mrse James Workman Il. = 1959 
28. Samuel Sheets ~ 1914 -° ° *63. Mrse William Fox ~ 1960 
29. Je Ke. Marshall - 1917 *64. Mrsea Ernest Beverage — 1960 
mi, A, Ce Stillwell “=‘1917 ° * *65. Mrse Marion Hill -- 1960 
31.*G, L. Carlisle - 1819" pM seer *66. Mrse Virgii-Fowler - 1960 

lece. George L. Clark - 1925 ‘, ° *67. Mrsa Sanford. Kirk - 1960 

Mee Sa Dec kirk 91026 eri eo hb *68. Harper Hill--—. 1960 
84.*George \. Clendenin — 1926 ° *69. Mrse Darrel Brown =- 1960  . 
'385.*Gilbert Morrison - 1927 *70. Mrse William Workman ~—- 1960 


* Endicates present stewards. 


10*. 
lle 
12. 
13. 


CRURCH CH 


Thomas Scott -1799 
John Ee Pinnel. — 1799 
Richard Hill —- 1799 
Griffith Evang —- 1799 
Jacob Kinnison ~ 1799 


__ TRUSTEES 
! wOUNT TABOR 


6. Alexander Waddell —~ 1799 


Te 


William Waddell =~ 1799 


8, James Lewis — 1799 
9. Jonathan McNeill - 1799 


TRUSTEES OF "BURNT CHURCH" OR "MILL RUN CHURCH" ACADEMY, WEST VA. 
14. Mark Kinni son ~ 1830 


William Edminston - 1830 
Andrew Edminston — 1830 
John Grimes = 1830 
Richard Hill ~-. 1830 


156 


Abraham Hill — 1880 


16. Nathaniel Kinnison — 1830 


TRUSTERS OF WeSLeEY CHAPELS 
"(Time OF Election) 


Israel J. Kinnison — 1853 
Richard Hill ~ 1853 
James Edminston — 1853 
George Amiss:- 1853 


. Thomas Morrison - 1853 


Ke Whiting - 1853 

J. H. Ruckman = 1853 

S. Auldridge - 1853 

Oe Ve Ruckman - 1858 
George Hill - 1895 

Ne ©. B.z Kinnison ~ 1895 
We He. Callison —~ 1895 

We H. Overholt - 1895 


, Re We Hill —. 1895 


Ee He. Moore = 1895 
Isaac McNeel — 1395 
George R. Curry = 18957 


- de Se McNeel — 1897 


Ge G, Clendenin - 1897 

Ava Re Smith - 1898 
Sidney Payne - 1898 
George W. Callison -— 1900 
Fe. R, Hill - 1907. 


‘PARSONAGE TRUSTEES 


James Wanless «= 1847 
John Hill ~ 1847 

Abraham Hill - 1847 

John McNeill - 1347 
George Burner — 1847 
William. Young - 1847. 
John H. Ruckman - 1847 
John \Jooddell -— 1847. 
Nathaniel Kinnison - 1B 47. 


' 
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10. 
ll. 
12. 
13. 
14, 
156 


-, 16. 


17. 
18. 


G. 


W. Fuller - 1909 


Ellis McCarty = 1914 


Je 


Fe 


Lanty McNeel - 1917 
Pe Kidd - 1923 


. We. Clendenin —~ 1931 


We Rogers - 1931 
D. Kirk ~ 1931 
C. Sheets —- 1931 


‘L, Carlisle -. 1982 


F, Waller —- 1936 
Dice Smith — 1943 


Mrse G W. Clendenin - 1948 


Le 


P. Anderson —~ 1948 


Mrse Guy Kinnison 1948 
G. He. LaRue ~ 1948 


De 


Mrse Georgia Vaughn —— 1948 


Se Rucikman =« 1951] © 


Harrel McCarty — 1950 ,1954,1987 


Alfred Callison - 1955 
Guy Kinnison - neal he oc 
Dan Skaggs —- 195 : 


' 61, William Fox = 19.60 (Bb oda eeayed 


Sanford Kirk - 1962, 


Isaac MeNeel — 1907 


Je 
Re 


Se McNeel = 1907 . 
We Hill - 1907 . 


Ellis McCarty - 1907. 
Asbury Re Smith - 1907 


Se 
Ge 
F, 


N. 


J. Payne - 1907 

We Callison -. 1907 

Re Hill — 1907. 

C. B. Kinnison — 1914 
(continued on p69) 
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(Parsonage Trustees Continued) 


19. J. D. Payne - 19124 -295 De Se Ruckman — 1944 

BO. He We Harper ~ 1917 B06 Le PR. Anderson = 1948 

Pl. Ae C. Stillwell ~ 1917 31. S. D. Kirk ~ 1948 

22. Richard McCarty - 1918 may $2. Mrs. I. By, Shrader ~ 1948 | 
23e*Ae F. Walker = 1924 33e Ralph Burns - 1948 | 

24. Ernest Te: Harrison — 1927: 34. Denver Hollandsworth = 1952. 
25. Le Le Lowance — 1930 85. Charles Kramer ~. 1956 ... - ; 
26. Rs. We: Rogers = 1931 a 438 Remus May = MERON g-9i 
27.*E. Ce Sheets — 1934 *37_. We De Workman - Serer: 


28.*G. H. LaRue = 1936 ' *88. Wilfred Bruffey ~ 
. * Present Trustees . tee ce 


PLEDGES _ON_ THE ADVANCE FOP CHRIS? ~ WESLEY CHAPEL 1950 


Circle #1. of the Woman's Society of Christian Service «ec. $100.00, we 


Circle #2. of the Woman's Society of Christiam Service eeas 100,00. 


Men's Bi ble Class OM ere ele GTO RNS oO ele aie SIO Loe bees Sri ee 100.00. 
| Methodi st Youth Fellowship gatatera et CaM etele 49 ere KEW eS eee 40,00, 


TOTAL 2 32012006 


RULING ELDERS 


Ruling Elders of the "Brick" Pesbyterian Church that gave permission 
for Methodist Services to be held in their Church after the burning of 
tic Mill Run Church -until the building of Wesley Chapel in 1853 weres 
George We Poage , Samuel D. Poage and Josiah Beard. : 

Although this brick Church vas built in 1828, in 1830 the Church 
was without any Ruling Elders so it had to be reorganized. On August 28, 

S50 Revs Samuel Graham re-instituted the Church administrative functions 


anc work started a-new With twelve members as follows: George Poagey 


Josiah Beard, John Jordan*,, William Bradshaw, Samuel D, Poage, William 
e TELL, Martha Poage, Ey: Poape, Ms Poage, Nancy Cackley, Jane Seidenaes 
‘Mrse MeJonald. The following were elected Elders: Josiah Beard, - 
= Jordan, George Poage, and Samuel D. Poage. 
* John Jordan is the man who with his wife gave the land for the 
Mill Run Church and was buried on the sit of that Church. . His wife, the 
daughter of the pranes®. John MeNeel is buried by his side, ‘See photoes. 


WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS 


The Woman's Home iiissionary Society was organized for the firtrt 
time in July 1902, with eight, members, and Mrs. Charles Lynch as presi~ 
dent, By the end of the year there were twenty-five members. The - . 
Ladies Aid followed this organi zation. Then following the union of the 
three great branches of Methodism in 1939 the woman's Society of Christ— 
iam Service was organized in 1940 with Mrs. Carl Beard as president, It 
consisted of two Circles; one of the Cidcles contained the older women 
and the other the younger. . Both Circles became effective in the work of 
the Church. They paid a large” sum on the"Advance for Christ" and. have, 
been paying yearly about one hundred dollars on Church insurance. There 


are three Circles now. (i954) ' 


EPVOUTH LEHAGUiZ AND YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 


The first record of an Epworth League at ‘vesley Chapel is in 1895, . 
For a short time it ceased to function but was reorganized by Dre C. We 
Wskridge in the early 1900's with a membership of thirty-five and it met. 
twice a week: on Sunday’ and Tuesday eveningse This League bought a 
windowfor a new Church at Saleno, Virginia on July 30, 1909, For two 
years, 1912,1913, it paid an African Special of twenty-five dollars per 
yeare Honor came to the organization in 1918 when it won both the 
County and District banners at the District Convention held at Durbin, 
fest Virginia. In 1923 the League assumed and paid two hundred dollars 
toward the painting of the Church inside and out. The highest member~ 
ship was attained in March, 1931]. 

The Epworth League changed to the Youth Fellowship and it set a 
second high record of membership with fifty-five members in 1948. In 
this year great prominence came to the Methodist Youth Fellowship of 
Wesley Chapel when through the efforts of the Reverend A. J. Schrader 
eleven members attended the National Youth Fellowship Conference in 
Cleveland, Ohioe In 1949 the Fellowship pledged and paid two hundred 
dollars on the nev parsonage. In 1951 it paid forty dollars on the 
"Advance for Christ", 


COMMITTESS ON BUILDING PARSONAGE ~ ELECTED MAY 20, 1948 


Advisory 


Le Soe D.Ka ve 5. =. S. Newman Ge Mrse T. He Elmore 

2a A> F, Walker 6. Clyde Auldridge 10. Mrs. Dorsey May 

Ge G, H. LaRue Te Mrs. Mary Hogsett Lil. Milton Vaughan 

4, He C. Sheets 8e Boyd Dilley 12. L. P. Anderson — 
Corespondence 2 att 

i. Miss Ethel May - 4. Mirse Milton Vaughan 7, Mrse George Clendenin’ 

2. Mrse Earl Slavin Se Mrse Okey IvcClain 8. Mrse George Hill ~— 


3. Mrse: Walter Arbogast Ge Mrse Clarke Gum 9.’ Mr’se I. B. Shrader 


Subscription - 


1. E. Se Newman, chairman, 6. Remus May 10. Mrs. Mary, Tigao 
2. Clyde’ Auldridge ° _, Te Milton Vaughan Il. Le. P. Anderson. 
Se Boyd Dilley Be Se De Kirk Loe Agar e Walker 
4, Mrs. Walter Arbogast 9. Ralph Burns 13, Mrs. I. B. Shrader 
Se Mrs.s He Te Elmore 
Inspection 
1, Ralph Burns = . | 5. Mrs. H. T. Elmore 
2e Le. P. Anderson -: Hf 6. Mrse Dorsey May 
Se Awe Fe Walker. 7. Mrs. Mary Hogsett 


4. E. 8. Newman B+ Milton Vaughan 


1955 FURNISHINGS OF THE PRES: UNT PARSONAGE 


Imported mahogany furniture for the living. room, dining FOOM »: andi 
two bed rooms was bought from the James BLS Sheeoe Company of HoPeRe ig 


-- 


| 


| 
| 


1. he 


| 3:00 


North Carolina. The Company gave a large discount, and the total fact- 
‘liery cost was $751,00, xpense of the trip to bring the furniture ¥as 
‘\igseventy— nine dollars and fifty cents. The sinks, cabinets, lights and 
fictures for the kitchen were bought at cost from A. D. Schrader and 
Company, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvaniae The Reverend Schrader's father, 
jyho lives in Pittsburg, came to Hillsboro and installed the fixtures. 
\The electric refrigerator, range and water heater were supplied by Mr. 
Se D. Kirk at a reduced pricee On the main floor of ¢he parsonage the 
lwindow sills are of marble, agift of the Reverend A. J. Schrader. The 
window sash and frames throughout the house are of aluminum. The table 
and chairs in the kitchen arefrom the Woman's Society of Christian 
Service o f Wesley Chapel,coming as their gift. 


THOSE WHO CONTRIBUT!sD LABOR, ON THis PARSONAGE GARAGE - 1951 


SS SS SS RE RTE RR SE EES | WEARERS 3 GRE ES SR HO 6 ES EE EO EES SSS EE 


S. Newman - Marvin Chapel 6. I. Be. Shrader 


i2. Yenver Hollandsworth — Sharon Ge De D. Ruckman installed side doors 


(3. ulmer-Wymer 8-« Cleveland Miller 
4, ©. C. Sheets : 9. Frank A. Johnson, framed roof ete. 
jd. Gilbert Morrison 10. Milton Vaughan — Emmanuel 


Denny Hollandsworth furnished an electric power saWe 
Ae Killingsworth furnished a brick cutter. 
Mrs. Frank A. Johnson furnished some meals for the workers, 


PARSONAGE DEDICATION SEPRVIC# HILLSBORO, WusT_ eS AUG. 26, 1951 


P. Me at oes Chapel 
The Prelude -— Miss R. Dice Smith 
Call to worship — Choir uy. ; 
Hymn: "Come, Thou God of Grace." #550. — Giardini 
Invocation conclued by the Lord's. Prayer : Rev. T. E, Painter 
Solo: "First Psalm" —~ Robert Auldridge.of,.New York City. 
Responsive Reading: "Family Religion" page 563.- Rev « Clyde Hensty 
Gloria Patria 
Prayer: Revs Ae Je Sehrader 
Hymn: "Faith of Our Fathers" #256 -— Henry 
Offering for parsonage Fund 
Offertory and Presentation of Offering 
Hymn: "Lead On O King Eternal" #278 -Smart 
The Dedication Sermon: Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of Pittsburg. 
Prayers: Bishop: Wieke - 
By? By i, : 
P. Me At the Ratner a neg 
Sentences. of Praise: Bishop Lloyd C, Wicke, "Peace Be To This House" 
Hymns, "Oh Thou hose Hand Hath Brought Us" #551 - Webb 
Prayer: The Neverend Clyde Ilensley, District Superintendent oe the 
. Lewisburg Bistrict of the Methodist Church. 
Solo: "Bless This House" - Mr. Robert Auldridge. 


’ : ‘ 


ACT OF DED LOT LUN: 


Trustees: "We present this building to be dedicated to the Glory 
| of God and as a home for the Methodist Ministers and 
their families who are assigned to this Charge."(A. Fe 
tte ticer and the other Trusteese) See liste 


Tae 


(Dedication Continued) 

Bishop wWieke: "By what nameshall it be called? 

Peoples---— ‘It shall be called, "The Parsonage of the Levelton Charge 
of the Methodist Church _ 

Bishop Wicke:'In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy | 
Spirit, we dedicate this home to the glory of God, committ— 
ing to His loving care this house and all who dwell in it. 

People: ---+-"Have Thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, that 
Thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day. 

Bishop Wicke:"We dedicate this home to the deep affections of the family 
circle, and to all friendly hospitalities. 

Peoplet.,,.. "Our Lord Jesus Christ make you abound and imcrease in love. | 

Bishop Wicke: "We dedicate this house to happiness, to hopefulness and to 
health, that it may ever be to those whose home it is, 4 
dear haven of peace and joye 

People: ..,.."Glory to God in the Highest, and om earth, peace, good will 
toward men. : 

Bishop Wickes"We dedicate this parsonage home vith deep gratitude for 

y loyal comrades who have made with us this good adventure; 
and with high hone for those who shall walk this way in 
days to comee 

People: oe.es"Glory be to Thee, O Lord tiost High. Amen. 

Prayers beret 
Benedictione 


JOSEP BisaAhD 


For many years Mr. Joseph Beard vas:quite. prominent in the affairs 
of Wesley’ Chapel. His big black dog always accompanied him to Church 
and lay quietly in the aisle by his master's side im what appeared to be 
perfect reverence, Mr. Beard was very particular in his manner of dress. 
His old black valnut clothes cupboard is now in the home of the late 
Mrs, Joseph S. McNeel at. Hillsboro, West Virginia. This cupboard was 
the handiwork of Mir. Asbury". Smith. The top was for clothing storage. 
and the bottom for boots. ir. Beard represented his Church as a lay 
man perhaps more than other in the Baltimore Conference before 1900, 


RECENT CHURCH AND, PAT:SONAGZ INPROVENZNTS. 


At a Quarterly Conference held September 15, 1951, with Rev. Frank 
A, Johnson acting as chairman, the building of a garage for the use of. . 
the occupants of the parsonage was authorized and the following building 
Committee named; P. He Burns, DJ. S. Ruckman, Harold Elmore, Es S». Newmany| 
D, R, Hollandsworth, A. Fe Walker, Dorsey May and Me. D. Vaughane, The . 
pastor and HE, S. Newman broke ground and dug the foundation ditches, 
The plan called for a red brick-crete garage with cement floor, four-. 
teen by twenty-eight feet in ‘size, with one window on the west side, and. 
a common door on the north side, at‘'the main entrance a metal overhead - 
sliding door. Brick laying constituted the only labor costs. The. pastor) 
assisted by several interested parishoners framed it, installed the, «. : 
window and metal door. The vooden door wa's hung by D. S. Ruckman. The | 
total cost of the garage was $672.13, Re Re be 

Two floor-to-ceiling bookcases were built in the pastor's study 
this same year by Mr. Graham LaRue and the pastor, Frank A. Johnson, 


. * 


f) 
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Grounds at Wesley Chapel have been improved and at the parsonage 
(where several foundation plantings have been made, Flower beds add 
‘color and beauty to approaches. Aipowermower helps keep the lawn pre- 
 sentable. The Norway Spruce were purchased and planted by Frank de 


Johnson from a nursery in Maine. 


: The: floors were refinished in 1962 and look the best that they have 
‘ever looked. Lovely new carpet’ has been laid on the dais and aisles of 
(the main auditorium. It shows the remarkable work of many loving hearts. 


THY RICHARD HILL’ FAMILY 


Richard Hill — Born July 13, 1763 - Died June 4, 1849. 
Nancy MeNeel Hill - Born June 21,'1769 = Died December 10, 1861. 
Children — 


1. Thomas Hill — Born August 17, 2788 ~ Died February 15, 1865. 
2, Elizabeth Hill - Born September 7, 1790 
3, John Hill — Born July 29, 1792 — Died December 25, 1869. 


4, Martha Hill —‘Born August 25, 1795. 


5. Peggy Hill ~— Born August 10, 1797 

6. Abraham Hill ~ Born December 3, 1799 ~ Died January 6, 1872 
7 Isaac Hill - Born July 23, 1802 

8, William Hill - Born December 27, 1804 

9, Joel Hill - Born February 23, 1807 - Died February 18, 1884 
10, George Hill - Born June 3, 1811 


THE JOHN MONEGL FANILY 


John MeNeel - Born 1745 and died at the age eighty in 1825 | ’ 
Martha Davis MeNeel - Born 1742 Or 1743 and died in 1830 at.age of 88yrs. 


Children 
Abraham - Born in 1767 3 Married Margaret Lamb ~ Had one daughter, 
Died 1826 " Blizabeth Bridges " three somSe 
8rd Madeline Haines " two sons 


Baby boy (unnamed ) born while the father was at Point Pleasant and 
buried on Mount Tabor back of the Meeting House under a tree 
in a grave dug by the mother. (October, 1774) 
Isaac — Born 1775. Married Rachae? McKeever ~ Had four sons and 
' four daughterse ~  _ . LOB oa bE 
farried -Ann Seybert —‘had two sons and five_ 
daughter Se Me Sask oust Mee anes Seas 
Mariam — Born in 1776 and Died 18573. Married-John Jordan and had five 
sons and three daughter Se . ; 
Nancy — Born 1769; died 1861. She had seven sons and three daughterse 
Her husband vas. the pioneer Richard Hill and lived on Hill's | 
Creeks © ~ Fad v9 
Martha - Married Griffith Evans and moved west after a few yearse 


(The above comes patly fron the old Welsh Bible brought, to the Little 
Levels by Martha Davis MeNeel, from MeNeel history in- the possession of 
Mrs. Edwin Bruffey of Beard, West Virginia and part from the inscriptions 
on Bae grave stones in the. McNecl Cemeterys (See. pictures in jliustrate 
LonSe eae : : : 


TA, 


THE KEINNISONS 


The Kinnison family is of English origin. John Keniston is the 
foundery.it seems, of the American line. He came to the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony from Bristol, England. He was a contributor to the Ports— 
mouth Puritan Church of New Hampshire in 1666, His house was burned and 
he was killed by the Indians in King Phillip"s War in 1677. 

Some claim that David Kinnison of the fourth generation was the 
father of Charles and Jacob Kinnison, pioneers of Little Levels and co— 
founders of the White Pole Meeting House with John McNeel. Thisis 
hardly probable, but there is no doubt as to the fact of some blood re— 
lationship. David was born at Old Kingston, New Hampshire in 1736 and 
died in Chicago, Illinois at the age of one hundred fifteen years. His 
grave is in Lincoln Park, Illinois and is marked by the DAR and SAR 
monument honoring him as being the last survivor of the famous Boston 
Tee Party which occurred at Griffin's Wharf, Boston, Massachusetts, on’. 
December 16, 1773, He helped throw the tea into the harbor. Hey also, 
served in the American Revolution and the War of 1812. A family tradi— 
tion is that when David threw the tea into the harbor that he threw the 
"T' out of his name. David Kinnison had four wives and twenty— two 
childrene = 4 ‘9 

Charles Kinnison came to Little Levels in 1765 with his brother 
Jacob. Charles married Martha Day. (See Suppliment: John Day). Their 
first child born here in 1767 was called "David". Here Charles acquired ~ 
large and extensive tracts of land, from land grants from the Common-—- ; 
wealth of Virginia, part of which was named Kennison Mountain in his 
honor. This mountain is east of Hillsboro and still bears the same 


nate. AS a private in Captain Stuart's Company of Greenbrier Volunteers) 


of Sotetourt County, Virginia under the command of General Lewis; he was 
weurded in the Battle of Point Pleasant, October 10, 1774. Charles and 


Jécoo were among the first members of the White Pole Metting House Meth= .| 


ae 


ocist of the Little Levels built on Mount Tabor. Jacob became a trustee 
of the Mount Tabor Methodist Church of Hillsboro, Virginia (Now W.Va) 
in 1799. ae 


JOHN DAY 


John: Day was born June 30, 1742 in Buck County, Penmsylvaniae He ' 
lived on ‘the Greenbrier river in 1785. Im this region he served as a 
scout (1775-1776) for about eighteen months. He was'the brother of 
Davidj Sally and Martha Daye Martha married Charles Kinnison. i hes = 

Here is the account he gives in one of his letters now recorded in 
"Kegley"s Virginia Frontier" by F. B. Kegley concerning the capture of 
his mother and sisters, also, some experiences as a scouts 

"The Shawnee Indians had come into ‘Botetourt County in the State “of | 
Virginia and killed my brother, David Day, and had taken my mother and 
two sisters, Sally and Martha Day, prisoners and had also taken some- 
other property, and made for their towns. The first night the Indians 
camped on the mountain Cape Caper and Cedar Creek and at that camp kill- 
ed my Mother, Susan Day, formerly Susan Wylie, daughter of James Wylie. 
Cap. Fry raised twenty men of which I was one and we followed and when | 
we came to the Indian camp aforesaid, there lay my Mother dead and strip- 
ed naked her head. skinned, and we lifted her and laid her between two 
rocks and laid some rocks over her, and followed on after the Indians, ~ 

The second day we came in sight of them at their camp, and I raised. 


| 13. 


ime and the Indian, and I was so alarmed at seeing my sister rise before 
my gun that I involuntarily hollored, which so alarmed the Indians that 
they broke and run, leaving the prisoners and what they had at camp and 
|ran with all their might, and we got the prisomers and what property the 
\Indians left at the camp and brought all safe to the poste 
After that, 1 volunteered under Captain Paxton and marched to the 
point at the mouth of New Rivers ee. 
After I returned home, the Indians were still troublesome about 
| Ellis Fort and Days Fort during the remainder of the British War and 
[atter it, and Cap. Cook appointed me to ranbe as.a spy in Botetourt 
County around the forts, to discover if there were any Indian signs in 
these parts, and under this appointment I acted during the remainder of 
the British War, and so sometime after it was overe The Indians were 
|mot at war, so as to keep the people forted all the time. ‘The time I 
|acted as spy here (Little Levels} was about ome year and six months but 
|i think the time if added together, would be more than that. On the 
|waters of the Greenbrier in Virginia while I was spy John .Bridges and 
|Jemes Bridges vere killed by the Indiams, scalped and stripped within a 
|mile and a half of the Fort (Days) and I was near felling into the hands 
| of the Indians while helping others to escape from them," 
| Four years after Cornwallis was taken John Day moved to Green 
| County, Tennessee, where he died in 1833, *14: 667,668. 


THE INDIANS ATTACK 


‘| "After the attack on Donnelly*s Fort in May 1778, the Indians made 
|no attempt to affect farther mischief in the Greenbrier County, until 
|this year. The Fort at Point Pleasant guarded the principal. pass to the 

| settlements on the Kanavha, in the Little Levels, and on Greenbrier Riv~ 
| er,'and the reception with which they had met at Colonel Donmelly"s con- 
| vinced them that there-:was not much to be gained by incursions into that 
| section of the frontiers. But as they were now making great preparations 
| for effectual operations against the whole border country, 4 party of 

| them was dispatched to this portion of it at once for the purpose of rape 
| ine and murder, and to ascertaine the state of the country and its cap- 

| acity t6 resist invasion. wees GaP att Mid es . 

} The party they sent into-Greenbrier consisted of twenty-two war- 

| riors, and committed their first act of atrécity near the. house of Lar- 

| rence Drinnin, a few miles above Little Levels. Henry Baker and Richard 
‘Hill, who were then staying there, going early in the morning to the 

| river to wash, were shot at by them: Baker.was killed, but- Hill escaped 
‘back to the house. When the Indians fired at Baker he was near a fence 
be tween the river and Drinnin's and within gunshot of the latter place. 
Fearing to sross the fence for the purpose of scalping him, they prized 
it up, and with a pole fastening a moose around his neck, drew him down 
the river bank and scalped and:left him there. om , 

, Apprehensive of an attack on the house, Mr. Drinnin made such pre~ 
|, parations as were in his power to repel them and dispatched a servant to 
| the Little Levels, with the intelligence and to procure assistance, He 
| presently returned with twenty men, who remained there during the night, 
_but in the morning, seeing nothing to contradict the belief that the In- 
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dians had departed, they buried Baker, and set out on their return to 
the "Levels"; taking with them all who were at Drinnin's and most of his 
provertys Artived at the fork of the roadj a question arose whether 
they should take the main route leading through the gap, which was deem 
ed a favorable situation for an ambuscade, or continue on the farther 
but open and secure ways A majority preferred the latter, but to young 
men by the names of Bridger, separated from the others and traveling on 
the nearest path, were killed at the place where it was feared danger 
might be lurkinge 

They next went to a house occupied by Thomas Drinnin and a Mr. Smith) 
with their families, where they made prisoners of Mrs. Smith, Mrse Drin— 
non and a childs; and going then towards their towns, killed on the way 
an old gentleman by the mame of Monday and his wifes. This was the last 
outrage committed by the Indians in the Greenbrier Settlement, "* 

The Bridger men were killed on what is now the E. S. Newman Farm, 


(According to Dr. Douglas McNeill, this likely took place in 1786.) 
* 36: 291-293, 


FORTS 


FORT BURNSIDE: On the Greenbrier river likely on an island near what - 
used to be the Burnside rail road station of the C & O Railroad 

below Seebert, West Virginiae "James Burnside was one of the earliest 

settlers along the rivere" He is listed as a settler in 1753 and as 
having land surveys on the Greenbrier by 1750-1752 amd 1754. "In 1773 
his place was well known and seems to have been a stopping place for ex- 
pouererse In that year we find that Jehn Alderson, Curtis Alderson, 
Jaseph Carroll, William Morris, John Herd. from Sh enanadoah County were 
there a@s lodgers on their way to take up lands on the New River; at this | 
piace they were joined by Archibald Taylor, Philip Cooper and Walter 
Keileye: Burnside seems to have been a tradere" "Scouts" were often at 
‘Fort ood on Rich Creek and patrolled the country for aoleee mies or 
more until “they, met eae from Fort Burnsidegs." 37:, (98: 


RORT DAY: Called Fort Beckley or Cackley and Fort Price located on the 
little hill just above the Big Spring at Millpoint where the 
late Mr. J. Lanty MeNeel"s house now stands. "From the middle of April 
(1779) until the middle of October spies were kept scouring the country. 
from Fort Lick on Ellx River to Drennin' s Fort and Fort Beckley im the 
Little Levels."*14: John Day acted as Colonial Seout during the Rev— 
olutionary War and was stationed at Fort Day (likely named for him). to. 
“cover the BR ehEpae from RHOrt Day to-Fort Ellise 


FORT BLLIS: Kigoit i not known today. 


FORT: CLENDENEN: (Little Levels) Situated at the mouth of Stamping Creeky 
a cave-fort made of stome on the land owned by William Clendenin 
in 1780 im which, services were held ‘by the Rev. John Smith in the spring 
of 1788, See picture of the Clendenen home built later at the Fort en | 
trance. This picture is in the possession of G. W, Clendenen at his 


f rds 


‘home in Hillsboro, West Virginia. 


+ ORT AUSTIN: Wallace Austin's Fort was near the present boundry. of 
: Pocahontas County and Greenbrier County. It may have been on the 
| site of phe Droop Mountain Log Ghar abe *13 : 


Pa : a ' - ree 


-CACKLEY'S POST OFFICE. — _ Pocatlonras counry = 1934 


(mies is now the ite Ldpoant Post Office in the upper part: of Little 
BBs It contains several dwellings, one mercantile stores one oil 
|mills; one carding machine; one tan yard, etce ‘The country around is 
mostly level and “fertile, producing well, Indian corn, wheat; ryey oats, 
potatoes, flax, etc.e., andis an. ‘excellent grass ‘country. This is called 
[the Little Levels. First rate springs abound in almast every direction 
land most of them sink again after running a short distance." 
| (From Joseph Martin's, "Gazetteer of Virginia", published in 1835,) 


SOME PgOPLE OF PROMINENCE \HO HAVE LIVED IN HILLSRORO 


|I. Mrs. Pearl Buck was born in Hillsboro, West. Virginia in the’ house 
now owned by Mrse John Townsend, a short distance along on the main 
‘1U. S.-Highway #219 east of the Corporation. She iis the most famous 

| West Virginia author. ae 2 


| 2. The Reverend Doctor George Milburn Currys whose father had great 

| prominance in Wesley ‘yy Chapel, was ; born in vhat is now the Richard 
[McCarty home and grew to manhood in this communitye He was among the 

| first young men to be elected as a Junior Steward of Wesley Chapel, He 
| attended Asbury. College in Wilmore, Kentucky, West Virginia Institute of 
| Technology and Candler School of Theology. He became District Super- 

| intendent of the Parkersburk District of the Methodist Church in the 

| West Virginia Annual Conference and sometime later joined the Editorial. 
| Board of the Methodist Church located at Nashville, Temnesseee He is 
still helping to produce our great Church literature. 


| 3 The Mr. Fenton Chapman: a resident of Hillsboro is the Bde member 

Tiving of the Young Men's Christian Association. He was converted 

| in services held by that organization. For a short time as a young man 

| he belonged to Wesley: Chapels fle is now a member of the Oak Grove 
Beri Church. - tial 2: aie . 


4, Miss nebeete Dice Smith, a Nifesvane Pee dene of Hiitenore. ae 
daughter of Mrs and Mrs. “Asbury Smith and the grandaughter of the. = 
Reverend Stephen Smith, was honored as the "Teacher of the Year".for~- ie 
| Pocahontas County for the yaar 1958. chosen by the Marlinton Woman's Club. 
The-principles for her Soa aor were? scholastic achievement, teaching 
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ec’ perience, humanitarian attitude toward students, outstanding work be~ 
yond the call of duty and interest in community, state and national af- 
fairs. This award came after thirty-five years of public school teach 
ings She taught her first year at Elkton, Virginia, Then for eleven 
years, during her mother"s illness, she stayed at home nursing and care-— 
ing for her parents until their death in 1923. The following year Miss 
Smith began teaching in Hillsboro. That year her sister-in-law died 
leaving six children, the oldest fourteen and the two youngest being 
seven year old twinse She brought them to her home and cared for them 
until all were through High School and were able to do for themselves, 
During this time her teaching continued at Hillsboro. She'is a member 
of Wesley Chapel, the Woman's Society of Christian Service, a steward, 
teaches the Ladies' Bible Class and plays the piano for the Church 
Servicese She loves teaching; loves and inspires her pupils. To meet 
her is to love her. 


ANCESTORS AND DECENDUNTS OF 
WILLIAM HENRY KINNISON 


OF : 
ANGUS, NEBRASKA 


Oliver Wendell Holmes, ome of. the most famous Justices of the U. Ss 
Supreme Court said: "While there iis mo disgrace in not having a definite 
line of ancestry to look back upon, stillit is very much better to have 
or.cs" In the light of this statement on American Civil: Law, the follow 
ixe~ 2»neestral history has been edited by Mrs Don E. Kinmnison of Berkley, | 
California, only and eldest son of the eldest som of: William Henry Ki2-- | 
rison of Angus, and Mrs. Charles M.: Skimmer (Gertrude Kinnison Melvin), — 
his daughtere This chart has been edited for the benefit of posterity 
ama for the information of the grandchildren and great grandchildren -of 
William Henry Kinni son, sy isin 

(This information is on file at the National Clearing House of Ge- 
nealogical Information, The Imstitute of American Genealogy, 407: South, 
Dearborne Street, Chicago, Illinois, and is to be published in the 
Coapendium of American Genealogy, First Families of America,: Vol.VIII.) 
The line is as' follows: wee: : 2 NN 


FIRST GENERATION: John Keniston, founder of the lime in America, came 

to the Massachusetts Bay Colony from Bristol Gloucester county, | 
England, and was on the list of those that came to Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, after 1658. He was somehow decended from the Royal English Land-- 
ed Gentry Family of Kynaston, which had its origin at Tre-- gynvarth, 
Skropshire County(Salop), England, He contributed to the Portsmouth Pur—| 
itan Church im 1666; was taxed at Dover in 1669, 1671 and 1674, He was 
killed and his home burned by the Indians in King Phillip'ts War at 
Greenland, New Hampshire, on April, 16, 1677.- His estate was administer | 
@d by his wife Agnes Magoon, and. their second son. was: ae 
SECOND GENEVATION: Christopher Kenniston, married at Exter, New Hamp 

shire, on December 4,..1677, to Mary Mushamore. He served in King 

Phillips War and. vas in Msjor Appleton"s Company, Their fifth child 
was 
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(HIRD GENSRATION: Samuel Kinniston, who married at Straham, New Hamp~ 
i shire, on December 23, 1722, Ruth Rundlett. He was in the"troops _ 
for defense" at Greenland the same year. They lived at Old Kingston, - 
New Hampshire; then, im Brentwood, and at the outbreak of the Revolution— 
ary War, they were residing at Lebanon, Maine. Their third child was: 
FOURTH GENERATION: David Kinnison, tho was born at Old Kingston, New 

| Hampshire, on November 17, 1736, and who died at Chicago, Illinois, 
on February 24, 1852, at the age of 115 years, His grave in Lincoln 
Park, Chicago, Illinois, is marked by a DAR and SAR Monument honoring 

lim as being the last survivor of the famous Boston Tea Party, which oc- 
purred at Griffin's Wharf, Boston, Massachusetts on December 16, 1773. 

le helped throw the tea into the harbor. He also served im The American 
Revolution, and in the War of 1812, and was oneof the founders of the 
Order of Redmen. A family tradition is that the name was "Kenniston" be- 
fore the Boston Tea Party and that when David threw the tea into the 
aarbory he also threw the "t" out of his name. Hence, any peonle named 
"™ennison, Kenison, Kinnmison, Kenmerson, etc.", all without the "t" are 
related to us, however, distantly; but those with the extra letter are 
pre-Revolutionary War relatives, if any at all. David Kinmnison had four 
Wives and twenty-two children. Among them were: 


FIFTH GENGRATION: Charles and Jacob Kinnison, who were among the first 

| settlers to cross the Allegheny mountains to settle and found what 
is now Hillsboro, West Virginia, Pocahontas County in 1763. Charles was 
born in 1750 and died in 1926 in Ohio. At Hillsboro he acquired, large 
jamnd extensive tracts of land, part of which was named "Kennison "mount— — 
#im in his honor, This mountain is northwest of Hillsboro, and still _ 
bears the same name. «se There is also a small stream that empties into 
jthe Greenbrier River that was also named in his honor, and is called " 
Kennison" Rum. He served in the Revolutionary War and was a private in 
Can't, Stewart"s Company of Greenbrier County Volunteers, under the com- 
mana of General Lewis, and was mustered into the service at Camp Union, 
Wirginia. He was wounded in the Battle of Point Pleasant, Lord Dunmore! s 
War, on the Ohio River, on October 10, 1774. This is considered to be 
ithe first major engagement of the Americam Revolution. He was an early 


|Methodists; his wife was Martha Day, who was killed by the Indiams in one 


jof their savage attacks on Hillsboro, Vest Virginia. Their fifth child 
Was: 
SIXTH GENERATION: Amos Kinmisone Born on January 9, 1780, and died 


March lO, 1860. He married Nancy Casebolt in 1802, who was born on 
May 24 1785 and who died March 18, 1870. Both are interred im the McNeel 


_|Cemetery, Hillsboro, West Virginia. Their secomd son was: 


SSVENTH GENERATION: David Clayborn Kinnison. Borm on June 24, 1812 

near Hillsboro, in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. (At that time’ 
it was Greenbrier County, Virginia?) Died December 29, 1863, at Beaver, 
Pikes County, Ohio, having migrated there during the early statehood 
day of Ohio, and making it his home for the rest of his life. Family 
tradition is that he was captured by the Confederates during the Civil 
War and died of pneumonia im one of their prison camps after several 
weeks exposure to cold weather. He had four sons that served in the ser- 
Vice of the Union Army. ‘They are as follows: Charles Henry, David, Hiram 
D. amd Jacob McNeal. His wife vas Catherine Dykes, (Sometimes spelled 
Dyche) vho was born September 1815 im Virginia and who died in Pikes 
County, Ohio, in 1889."(*All the above copied from Dona Kinni son's letter.) 


BO. 
THE CLENDENNING FAMILY 


Le Archibald Giomaemaine 


Ili Charles Clendenning slain bel ine Indianse 
Iii. George Clendenning 
ea. Clendenning 
“TV. Willian Clendennin married Sallire Cockran in 1780. 
iis settled on the Burgess place near Hillsboro occup- 
ted by John Payne in 1901. 
Ve Joon Clendennin married Catheryn Seybert and set» 
tied at Beard's Mill. He was baptized by the Rev. 
John MeElhenny as a mere child. He had six sors, 
Catheryn at his seath married Jacob Kinnison 1628, 
VI .-* William Ciendennin, II, was apprentice of 
Bayless G. Rupp of Frankfort. He married Jane 
Cochran and settled on the Seybert Place at — 
the Mouth of Stamping: Creek. (See picture of 
them at their home,) ; 


Johm Clendennin married Rebecca Bird and lived 
at Byrd's \.ill im Upper Greenbrier. 


James Clendennin died in youth. 


* Bence Sally Clendennin cared for her parents. 
William Clendennin is the grandfather of Mre George Clendennen,who lives 
in Hillsboro in his home next to the birthplace of Mrse Pearl Buck. (See 


pieture of Buck birthplace.) 
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Falling Springs -. 28 

Farmer, Chester Ca — 66,67 

Fayette Station Baltimore — 52 

Federals = 27 

Fincastle, Virginia — 24 

First ordination west of the 
Alleghenies — ll 
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Pirst record of Methodist Preaching cane Mrs. Clarke - 70 


in Little Levels - 9 
First session of Court after Civil 

War = 28 
First use of shrapnel —- 27 
Fish, Reverend-22 
Fleming, John — 13 
Floydsburg, Kentucky -—48 
"Flu" epidemic - 59 
Fort Austin — 77 
Fort Beckley -— 76 
Fort Burnside ~ 76— 
Fort Cackiey — 76 
Fort Clendenin - 76. 
Fort Day — 75,76 
Fort Drennin = 76 
Fort Donnelly ~'75 
Fort Ellis — 75,76 
Fort McHenry — 52 
Fort Price ~ 76 
Fowler, Mrse Virgil -— 67 
Fox, William E, -— 68 
Fox, Mrse William E. - 67) 
Frankfort 1,28 — 
Franklin County, Pensylvania - 53 
Fraukier County - 53 
Fredrick County -2,52 
Fredrick, Maryland —- 50 
Frenchman — 47 
Fringer, G. Re — 60,62. 
Fuller, Ge We —_ 68 


Garber, Bishop Paul N. - 9 | 
Gardner, Je Se = 56,62 vs) Seer 
Georgia~51 

Gerrardstownme, West Virginia — * 
Giles County — 17,50,56 

Gillian mountain — 64 

Gilliand, Samuel - 64 

Gillon, Nathan ~ 64 

Glenville State Normal - 61 
Goodall, A. Le — 58,59,62 | 
Barmanis Charge — ol 

Graham, Reverend Samuel - 69. 
Grant County, West Virginia ~ 61 
Graybill, Le H, - 58,62 : 
Great Levels — I © 

Green, James ~ 15,53: 

Greeny James Me - 20, 62 
Greenbank -— 29 

Greenbrier Circuit —-9 - | 
uUreenbrier County - 1,8. | 
Greenbrier Land Company. — 2 
Greenbrier River — 1,2 
Greenbrier Valley —- 20 shed eh 
SIME Sy Je Be - 19, aA, BS : 


Haines, Madeline — 73 : 
Hamil, Ae C.-32,58,62 °°. 5 
Hamilton, Colonel =~ 10 

Hamlin Church —~ 22,25 

Hammonds, We Ge = 31 

Hampshire County, Virginia -- 54 
Hardesty — 5,6 
Harper, Mrse Frank — 67 
Harper, He. We — 66,67,69 


Harper, Mrse He. We — 65 


Harper, Judith — 52 

Harper, Obadiah — 52,62 
Harris, Howell — 4 a 
Harrison, Ernest Te - 59, 62, 63 
Harrison, Florence — 59 
Harrisonburg, Virginia OT y 59 
Hartman, Ce — 54,62 x 


Harvey, Mrse Cleveland: — 67 


Headsville, West Virginia—60 
Headgesville, West Virginia — 60 
Henley, Edmond - 17,49 ,62 
Hensley, Clyde — 41, Th 
Hermon = 5 

Herring's Class + 20 aoe ts 
Hill, Abraham = 19,23,25,68,73 
Hill, Mrs. Clinton <- 65566, 67 
Hill, Elizabeth ~ 72 

Hill, F. Ra- 68 

Hill, Frank — 67 : 

Hill, George ~ 31,66,68, 73 


‘Hill, Mrs.s George = 66, 70 
“Hill, 


Ge Pe — 65 

Hill, Harper - 67 

Hill, Isaac — 73 

Hill, Joel ~ 30,34,65,73: 
Hill, John — 23,67,73 
Hill, Marion — 66 . 
Hill, Mrs. Marion — 67 
Hill, Naney — 2,73 - 
Hill, Peggy — 73 

Hill, Rebecca — 34 


“Rill, Richard ~ 1,22,15,19, 22, 126, 


68,73,7 
Hill, Tuth - 67 
Hill. BR. We -— 3], 33. 494535, SD, .87, BE 
Hill's Class - 24, 25 
Hill*s Creek ~ 1 
Hill, Thomas — 73 
Henson Chanel — 47 


‘Hinkle, Saul - 17,50,62 


Hogsett, Mrs. Mary - 39,70 
Holiday, Dre Lillie - 66, 67 
Hollandsworth, Demny - 7h ‘ie 


Hollandsworth, Denver — 69,71. 


SB. 


Hollendsworth, Louise — 67 
Holmes, Oliver Wendall ~ 78 
Holston Circuit-13 

Home Missionary Society — 28 
Hovkins, Se Dew~54,62 

Hot Springs-20 

Howell, John — 18,53,62 
Huntersville Charge — 20 
Huttonsville, West Virginia — 58 


Indiana - 5] 

Indiam Mission Conference — 73 
Indiams —- 4,6,74,75,76 

Iron Gate, Virginia — 60 


Jamison, Hnoch Ge — 56,62 
Jerks" — 16. 

Johnson, Amaziah — 61 
Johnson, Mrse Eva Long ~ 61 
Johnson, Frank A. - 61,62,73,72 
Johnson, Mrs. Frank A. 61,72 
Jonason, Frank K. — 66 
Jones, James — 48,62 

Jordan, John - 19, 20, 69,73 
vordam, Mrse Miriam ~ 19,20 
Joyce, Charles A. ~ 30,57,62 


Keenan, Edward — 8 

Kenniston, Christopher — 78 

Kenniston, John -- 78 

Kenniston, Samuel —- 79 

Kentucky — 48 

Kentucky Conference —~ 18,48,52 

Kevler, Henry Se. — 62 

Kessler, Ae De — 60,62 

Kessler, Ae De Jre -— 60 

Kessler, Mary — 60 

Kidd, Frank — 65,68 

Kidd, E.P. — 66 

Killarney, West Virginia + 40,61 

Killingsworth, Ae Ge -— 40,71 

Kit.g Phillip's War ~ 73,78 

Kir.aison, Amos — 79 

Kinni son, Charles —- 3,4,5, 7,12, 64, 
74,79 

Kinni son Class — 24,37 

Kann son.) Cee us t= 34 

Kinnison, David ~ 74,79 

Kinet son, Rev. Davis - 53,62 

Kiusisom, Don E. —- 78,79 

Kivnison, Edward — 64 

Vinnison, Frank — 34 

Xinnison, Guy — 67,68 


Kinnison, Mrs. Guy — 66,68 

Kinmison, Israel J. -— 68 

Kipmison, Jacob — 3,4,12,15,64,67, 
74,79 


Kinnison, John — 74 

Kinnison, Mark ~ 19,68 

Kimnison, Martha — 73 5; 

Kinnison, Nathaniel — 4,19, 22, 2342 
68 

Kinni sony N. C. Be = 31,67,68 

Kinnison, William - 26 

Kinnison, William Henry — 78 

Kirk, Sanford — 68 

Kirk, Mrse Sanford = 67 

Kirk, S. D. — 839,40,65,66,67,68, 69 
70,73 

Knapp, Joseph — 33 

Kobler, John —- 14,48,62 

Kramer, Charles — 69 


Ladies Bible Class — 78 

Lake Erie -— 50 

Lamb, Margaret — 13,73 

Lamterts C, C.~36,42,58 ,59,62 

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania — & 

LaRue, Graham —~ 39,41,65,66,68,69, 
10,72 

LaRue, Margaret ~ 65,66,67 

Lawson, We — 59,62 

Lee, Owen Me ~ 43,62 

Lewis, Andrew — 1 

Lewis, Colonel John ~ 1 

Lewis, James — 12,15,64,68 

Lewisburg —~ 1,28,29,35 

Lexington Presbyteria — 13 

Liggett, James F.z — 57,62 

Light, J. He — 38,60,62 

Little, George 0. — 55,62 

Little Levels — 1,2,4,10 

Little Levels Class — 24,25 

Lobelia — 1,22,24,31 

Locust Creek — 1 

Loundoun County, Virginia — 56 

Lowance, Lewis Le — 67 

Lowance, Le Le = 37 | »60,62,69 

Lowance, We Fe — 59562 

Loyalty Dinner — 42 

Lutheram Church — 28 

Lynch, Charles ~ 35,58,62 

Lynch, lirse Charles ~ 36,69 


Maine — 51 

Marlin, Jacob ~ 1 

Marlinton, West Virginia -— 1,40 
Marshall, Je Ke —67 

Marshall, Martha Fex - 60 
Marshall, Re De =- 38 560,62 
Marshall, Samuel — 60 

Martin, George — 14,48,62 
Martin, J. D. - 34 


Marvin Chapel ~ 12,22,31,38 | 


.Maryland — 47,48, Si, 52 


Mexyland Agriculture es gee. - 55 
Masons = 28 ~ 
Mastom,Jeremhah - 13.— 
Matthews, Lasley - 14 ueeet s 49, 62 
May, Dorsey —= 39,70 © 

Mayy Mrse Dorsey — 39,70 
May, Ethel — 70° 
May, Remus — 67,69 — 
McCarty, Ellis - 33,67, 68. 
MeCarty, Harrel _ 68 
McCarty, Richard ~ 67,69',77 
McCarty, Sherman — 65,67 
MeClain, Mrse Okey — 70 . 
MoClintie, C. Fe — 58,62 
MeClure, Ts Fa « 56,62 
McCorkle Farm ~— 34 
MeCue, John-12 

Mevonald, Mrs. 69 | 
NeJowell, William - 18 53,62 
Mexeally, Jacob — 54, 62 

Me Tenn sy John ~ 64 


_Mefechen, Joseph G. — 54,62 


iiokeover, Rachael ~ 73 
McMillion Class - 20,25. 
MeNeel, Abraham. -— 6, 12, Tae 
vicNeel, Baby Boy - 73 
McNeel, Cemetery — 3,5 ; 
MeNeel, Lsaac - 31,35, 65 ,68,73 
MeNeel, J. Lanty — 68,76" 
McNeel, John — 2,3,4 caeG, 759,210,111, 
12,18,14,15 "29, 64, 69,73. 
McNeely "Joseph S. = 31, 35 
McNeel, Mrse Joseph igi 
MoNeel, Martha — 7,12,13,15,73 
Metleel, Miriam -— 73 
MeWeel, Nancy - 73 
MeNeel, William - 34. 
MeNeill, Class ~ 24,25 
McNeill, Dr. Douglas — 76 
McNeill, John — 22,23,67,68 
MeNeill, Johathan — 15, 68 
MeNeill, Thomas — 15 |. 
Meadow Bluff, Virginia ~ 27 
Mebane, North Carolina —- 70 
Meeting House — 6 
Men's Bible Class — 69 


Methodist Orphanage ~— 61 
Methodist Youth Fellowship — 69,70 
Michigan — 51 

Milem,: Le Ee = 43,62 

Miller, Cleveland - 71 

Miller, John — 51,62 

Miller, W. E. — 58,62 

Millypoint — 22,27, ve 


$4. 
Mill Run Church = 19, 20,24, 47,69 
Millis, Nathaniel B. - 17,51, 62 
Mineral Circuit = 60 
Missouri — 35 
Missionary Socitety —. 36 
Monrovia, Maryland — 59 
Montgomexyv Circuit —- 59 
Montgome. ~ Covnty Maryland — 59 
Montgomer: Sumuel — 18,52,62 


Moore, E.- ie -- 31,67, 68 
Moores de Ma - 226 230,57, 63— 
Moore, Moso3 -- 2 . 


Moore, Ruth — 67 

Moore, Wilbur — 66 

Moore, Wilma — 67 Sie 
Moorefield, West Virginia — 55: 


Mooring, Christopher Se — 16,49,63 


Morrison, Gilbert — 65,66,67,70 
Morrison, Thomas — 23, 26, 68 
Morrow County —- 51 ; 
Mt. Lebanon Church — 31 

Mt. Pleasant—25 — 

Mt. Tabor -- 5,15,19 

Mt. Union College — 60 

Mt. Zion -22,24,37 

Mt. Zion Charge — 62 

Mushamore, Mary 73 


Naylor. Baby .— 64 

Neel, Re Ae Pe Led BT, 63 

Neel, S. Re = 36,41,55 57,5963 
Neel, Mrs. S. Rae 67 

Neel, Mrs. Virginia Payne’ - 67 
New Castle County — 51,57. 

New Hope Circuit — 47 

Newnen, BE, S$. — 38,70,72 

New Fort; Virginia ent 

New s¢ .lem « 223 24 

Nixon, . Lerenza De =~ 56, 63 
Nottinghar, Mrse Dakota-67 


Oak Grove Presbyterian Church -— 1 


16,21,58 
Ohio = 48‘ 
Ohio Circuit - 50,51 
Old Brick Church -. 21,24,47,69 
Old Droop Charch — 3h 
Old Stone Church — 13 
Oldhams — 64 
Osborne, John We. - 55,63 
Overholt, He Ae on 67 
Overholt, We H. = 31,68 


Paint Bank Circuit — 60 
Painter, Te Ee = 40,41,61,63,71 
Paxton, Captain — 75 

Ppayney JeoDe — 69 


90. 


Payne, Lloyd 0. 2°66 Rochville District -—55 
Payne, Sidney J. ~ 35,65, 67, 68 Rodeheaver Hall-Mack Company — 61 
Pendleton County, West Virginie ~58 Rogers, Re We~67,68,69 
Pennell, John — 15,68 Romam Catholic — 47 
Pennell, Joseph =76, 49,63 s Rose, Mrse Snowden — 4 
Pennsylvania ~ 51,52,54 as Ross, Daniel — 16,49,63 
Pennsylvania Circuit — 50 Ross, James = 52,63 
Peterstown — 238. Rouss, Miss = 12° 
Philadelyhia — 50 Ruckman, Denny —- 66,67,68,69,71 
Phillipi, Yest Virginia — 59 Ruclkman, Ge. We — 26 
Phillips, Josiah ~ 16,49,63 Ruckman, Early —- 64 
Phoebus, William ~ 8,11,12,63,64 Ruckman, Je—22 
Pittsburg - 40,60,71 Ruckman, J. He — 23,26,68 
Planter, Je — 20,54,63 ; Ruckman, O.« We — 68 © 
Pleasant Green Church — 27,35 Ruckman"s Class —- 24,25 
Poage, E. -—69 Rund, Carl Aw — 67 
Poage, Me — 69 
Poage, George — 69 Saint Mary's Circuit — 53 
Poage, John — 64 ' Saint Thomas, Pennsylvania — 57 
Poage, Martha — 69 Sale, Amthony — 15,63 
Poage, Samuel — 69 Salem, Virginia ~ 70 
Pocahontas County — 1,22 Sawyers, Harvey — 52,63 
Pocahontas Times — 34 SchraderyAe De Company — 40 
Point Pleasant — 7 Schrader, Ae Je — 39,40,41,60,63, 
Pove, Tyler 66 70,71 
Poythess, Francis — 63 Scnuadert Mrse Ase Je = 40 
Presiding Elder —- 14 Scott, Thomas — 15,68 
Prettyman, Forest — 35 Seebert — 38 
Prince George Circuit - 50 Sewell, Stephen — 1,64 
Prince George County - 48,55 Seybert, Ann -—- 73 
Private Sehools — 26 Sharon Church - 3i, 37 ‘88 542 
Pyles, Gay ~ 4 ~ . Sharp, Ward — 22 

: Sheets, Ee C. — 39,65,66,67,68,69 
Quakers — 9 70,71 


Qmeen Ann's County, Maryland - 55 Sheets, Jane —- 66 
Sheets, Samuel —- 59,65,66,67 


Raime, John = 35,65,66, 67 Shires, Le Se. — 38,60,63 

Raine, Jolien — 67 Shrader, I. Bs - 7h 

Rainey Richard - Shrader, Mrse Ie B, (Deceased) 66, 6a 
Randolph County - 27 70 

Randoiyh Macon College—60 Shrader, Pauline — 67 

Red Stone Circuit - 47 Shrapnel -— 28 

Register, Samuel -— 55,63 Sixes, Pi S. E. + 57,63 

Rehoboth, Old — 8,11,14,48 Skaggs, Dan = 68 

Renick — 20, 28,37 Slavin, Mrs. Earl — 70 

Reynolds, Benedict ~ 17,51,63 Smith, Amos — 52,63 

Reynolds, We M.~60 Smith , James — 16,49 ,63 
Richardson, Jesse ~— 14,47,63 Smith, John — 8,9,10,11,13,14,47, 
Riehlands —32 63,76 

Richmond District - 16,549 Smith, Glenn — 66 

Riegal, Paul R.-43,63 Smith, Mrs. Joseph ~— 66 

Riggin, James — i4, AT, 63 Smith, Je Rembert - 30,57 ,63 
Roanoke —- 60 Smith, Je William — 32 

Roanoke District — 55 smith, Mrs. Marvin ~ 66 | 
Roberts, Reverend — 58,63 Smith, Re Dice = 20,35,54,65 66,6 


Rockingham District - 18, 53 68, 71,77,78 


Smith,Stephen -~ 20,54,63,77 
Snedegars Class = 22: 

Snyder, Jacob — 17,51,63 
Sockman, Dre Ralph — 41 
Solomon — 83 

somerset, Commecticut -— 64 
South Fork Charge — 61 
Sparks, Alcis Doris — 61 
Spencer, William — 15,48,63 
Spokane, Washington — 34 
Spriggs, Joseph — 53,63 
Spring Creek — 9 

Stafford Circuit -— 50 
Stafford County - 56 

Stamping Creek — 9 

Start, Je We = 56,63 

Staunton — 55,59 

Stephem Hole Run - lL 

Sterm Hill, Virginia -— 60 
Stevenson, Edward — 52,63 
Steward, Samuel S. - 16,49, 63 
Stewart, John — 7 

Stier, Fredrick - 17,4968 
Stillwell, A. C. -— 65,66,67,69 
Sumer Set County -- 47,48 
Sugar Grove, West Virginia -— 59 
‘Summers, Mrs. Ada - 61 
vummers, Mrs. Alcis —- 61 
Summers, Frances — 61 

Summer sy Judith — 61 

Summers, Willis - 42,61,63 
sunday School Library - 24 | 
Sunday Schools —~ 24,26,31,41,42,43 
Surry County, Virginia = 49 
owago ~ 22,24,31, 

Swago Creek — 2 

Sveet Springs — 28 

cwift, Richard —- 14, 47, 63 
Switzer, John-12 
Sydenstricker, Christopher -— 58,63 
Sydenstricker, David — 58 
Sydenstricker, Mrs. Lydia — 7 


Talbott County - 51 
Teyler, Bishop William — 54 
Tennessee —- 48 

Texas = 51 

Tithers" League — 387 

Toe tick - 4 

Towne, Eli - 17,50,638 
Townsend, Mrs. John — 77 
Townsend, S,. — 58,63 
Trinity Church -— 31,38 
Troudt, John — 67 
‘Tucker, Jonathan — 52,63 


q). 
Union repens —- 27,28 51,79 
United Brethren Church - 56 
University of Virginia — 22 
Upper Room - 38 


Vacation Bible Schools = 38,42 
VanHorn, J. H. - 32,58,63 
Vaughan, Mrse Lovic - 66,68 
Vaughan, Milton — 70 

Vaughan, Mrs. Milton — 70 
Virginia — 4 


Waddell, Alexander ~ 12,15,68 

Waddell, William -— 15,68 

Walker, Ae F,. —- 39,65,66,67,68,69 
70,71 

Walker, Janice — 67 

Walker, Thomas — 67 

Walton, Me — 28 

Wanless, James — 23,68 

Warm Springs -- 20 

Warm Springs Charge — 18,20 

Ward, James — 17,20,51,53,63 

Warren, Claude — 66 

Washington, D. C.—-50 

Waters, Lemuel C, — 55 63 

Watts! -— 10 

Watts, James + 17,20,51,53,63 

Waugh, Beverley - 17,50,63 

Waverley Circuit, Indiana - 51 

Weeks, Salathiel - 14,48,63 

Welsh Bible —~ 4 

Wesley, Sharles - 4 

Wesley, doun — 26,44 

Westminster, Maryland - 51 

Westminster Theological Seminary~— 

West Virginia Institute of Techne 
ogy -— 77 

West Virginia Penitentary -— 58 

West Virginia University - 61 

Whatcoat, Richard — 7,15,16,50 

Wheeler, Harry -— 58 

Wheeler, Ve We = 58 ,63 

Whiting, Ed ~— 26,68 

Whitsell, We He = 35 458,63 

Wicke, Bishop Lloyd C, - 40,41,71 

Wimer, John — 64 

Winchester, Virginia _= 2,00", oe 

Woman's Christian Temperance Unio 
61,77 

Woman's Society of Christian Ser~ 
vice — 42,43,69,71 

Wooddell, James - 23 

Wooddell, John ~ 23,68 

Woodsboroa Circuit — 23 


926 


Workman, Mrs. James IIs =~ 67 


Workman, Mrse We De ~ 69. 
Workman, Mrse William — 67 — 
World Service ~ 43 

Wymer, Elmer — 66,67,71 
Wymer, Mrse Elmer ~ 66 


Yeager, Mrse Rella ‘Clark -— 33 


York, Je Me 58; 63 

Yorkshire, England — 52 

Yorktown -- 48 

Young Men's Christian Association 
T? 


Young Peoples* Prayer Meeting -— 32 
Young. William — 23,68 
Youth Peliovship =~ 42,43 
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